J j 


nals 


° Pear ' C Uq ' ' 




Cu, 


JEFa r-. 









THE INDEPENDENT 


Friday 19 December 1997 


(IRSOp) 45p No 3,486 


IN THE 28-PAGE 


EYE TODAY 



0951 1I 946559 


-TELEVISION The Eye. page E2 
CROSSWORDS Page 30 and 
the Eye, page 9 

WE ATH E R The Eye, page K) 

Web address: httpd/www. 
independent.co.uk 


Butterfly in the night sky, 1 ,200 years ago 


1 * 


violence 
and the D 
man L 
who 

made — 

Basic Instinct 

Eisenstein: Joker 
and genius 

From Doors 
to Joy 
Division: 
Best boxed 
pop of the 
year 


TODAY’S NEWS 

Hindley loses appeal 
against sentence 

The Moors murderer Myra Hindley failed in her High 
Court attempt to escape a lifetime in jaiL 

Lord Bingham, the Lord Chief Justice, and two se- 
nior judges unanimously ruled that the Home Secre- 
tary is entitled to decide that she must die in prison. 
The judges said that he is free to operate a policy that 
life sentences for the most notorious killers “will mean 
fife" - as long as individual cases are kept under review. 
She was given leave to appeal. Page 11 

Why sex is a lifesaver 

Sex is good for you — and the more of it the better, ac- 
cording to a new. study. Researchers found that men 
who had orgasms at least twice a week had half the risk 
of dying over the next 10 years, compared with chose 
who had orgasms less than once a month. Page 7 

Video nasties targeted 

Britain's new film and video censor is to launch an im- 
mediate review of certification rules to prevent ultra- 
violent videos getting into the shops. Andreas 
Whtaam-Smith said his priority was to prevent chil- 
dren from seeing unsuitable material. Mr Wh'itcam 
Smith, 60. founding editor of The Independent was for- 
mally appointed president of the British Board of film 
censors yesterday by Jack Straw, the Home Secretary. 
Page 5 





Watch this space: A ‘butterfly* nebula, a star throwing out hot gases at speeds of 720,000mph, photographed by the orbiting Hubble space telescope. Knownas M2- 9, the 
star 15 2,100 light-years away and the explosion that we see started 1,200 years ago, according to astronomers, so the plumes visible now have been growing for hundreds of years. 


Rape victims to be spared the shame 
of telling their sexual history 


Rape victims who fear 
having their sexual past 
paraded in court could 
be protected by changes 
being considered by 
ministers. That should 
help to raise the 
numbers of rapists 
convicted, which have 
plummeted. 


The number of women report- 
ing rapes by their husbands or 
partners has doubled in four 
years, according to the latest re- 
search by Home Office officials. 

Just S per cent of reported 
rapes are now committed by 
strangers, while half take place 
within marriage or cither inti- 
mate relationships. 

But while the number of of- 
fences recorded rose from 1.S42 
in 19S5 to 5.759 in 19%. con- 
victions fell from 24 per cent to 
10 per cent. Worse, only about 
three-quarters were even 
recorded. 


Police regularly broke Home 
Office guidelines which said a 
case could only be discarded as 
“no crime" if a woman's alle- 
gation proved false. But that of- 
ten happened when the woman 
withdrew or there was insuffi- 
cient evidence. 

A study of 500 cases by the 
Home Office Research and 
Statistics Directorate said police 
found "no crime” in 72. just 27 
of which were false or malicious. 
A file was sent to the Crown 
Prosecution Service in just one 
third of cases, and a quarter 
reached court. 

The findings, to be followed 
by a final report next year, will 
give new impetus to a ministe- 
rial review on vulnerable wit- 
nesses which is already 
considering a range of options 
to tackle low conviction rales in 
rape cases. 

The group is looking at w av's 
in which defence hamsters can 
be prevented from using com- 
plainants' sexual histories 
against them. In one recent case 
a judge ruled that such evidence 


was not admissible but had his 
decision overturned at appeal. 

One possibility would be to 
allow the prosecution to retal- 
iate when a woman’s back- 
ground was used against her, 
allowing the defendant’s own 
sexual history to be mentioned 
- including sex convictions. 

Other options include rules 
preventing defence barristers 
from claiming that a delay in re- 


Fcar of having embarrassing 
and prejudicial private details 
revealed in court is a prime rea- 
son why women decide to drop 
their cases. Those who know 
their attackers well are also less 
likely to proceed 

The Home Office research 
found that women over 35 were 
less likely to get to court, along 
with those who had consensu- 
al relations with their attackers 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 


porting the crime suggested a 
complainant consented but 
then got "cold feeL," 

The group is also looking at 
whether it might be made eas- 
ier to bring cases in which a 
number of women accuse the 
same man. 

Earlier this week The Inde- 
pendent reported that the review 
was also likely to give judges the 
right to prevent defendants 
from cniss-cxaminine witnesses. 


before the rape and those who 
suffered few physical injuries. 

Professor Sue Lees of the 
University of North London, 
who published her own re- 
search on the suhject in a book 
called Carnal Knowledge: Rape 
on Trial, said official statistics 
were distorted because so many 
crimes were not even recorded 

Often police said there was 
no crime when they thought the 
woman would not be a credible 


witness. “That might be because 
she is black or she is out late at 
night,” Professor Lees said. 

Her latest research, to be 
published shortly, found that of 
109 recorded rape cases just 
nine resulted in convictions. 
Of those, six were by strangers 
and three by acquaintances. 
Two of those three were gang 
raped and the third was raped 
by a man 30 years younger 
than her. Notone man was con- 
victed of ODe-to-one marital or 
dale rape. 

Few older women saw their 
rapists convicted, she said “My 
impression is that there are very 
few convictions relating to 
women over 35. It is quite like- 
ly that those women are either 
cohabiting or married and that 
their partners don’t want them 
to go ahead. In cases of mari- 
tal rape, they may be intimi- 
dated There are all sorts of 
repercussions,” she said 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman confirmed that curbs on 
defence barristers' use of sex- 
ual historv evidence and of the 


amount of time a woman took 
to report a rape were under con- 
sideration. The review, which 
was looking at vulnerable wit- 
nesses in all kinds of cases, 
would be completed by the end 
of ibe month and would report 
early in the new year. 

In a written parliamentary 
reply to the Liberal Democrats, 
the Home Secretary Jack Straw 
said: “The government are very 
concerned about the low pro- 
portion of reported rapes that 
result in a conviction. We need 
to know precisely why." 

Richard Allan, liberal De- 
mocrat home affairs 
spokesman, said his party was 
conducting its own review. 
“Anyone would think twice if 
they thought their sexual histoiy 
would be revealed," he said 

John Wadham, director of 
Liberty, welcomed the move but 
said a balance must be struck. 

“We would accept that 
maybe there needs to be some 
changes but obviously wc need 
to protect defendants from be- 
ing wrongly accused,” he said. 


Iran to restart talks on Rushdie fatwa 


The Iranian government hopes 
to re-start negotiations over 
the *fatwa’ death sentence 
against British author Salman 
Rushdie now that EU ambas- 
sadors have returned to Tehran, 
the new Iranian minister of Is- 
lamic Guidance, Seyyed Aiaol- 
lah Mohajerani, has told The 


Independent. Western diplo- 
mats in Tehran want a letter 
from the Iranians which effec- 
tively overturns the late Aya- 
tollah Khomeini’s ‘fatwa' 
against the author. 

The Iranians are prepared to 
pul their names to a letter 
which says that they are not go- 


ing to kill Rushdie - but they will 
mu officially overturn a religious 
edict. 

Mr Mohajerani is one of the 
most liberal figures in the new 
government of President Mo- 
ll amed Khatami. When he gave 
evidence to the Iranian parlia- 
ment on 20 August, he said: 


“We can be against people's 
ideas but that docs not mean we 
should be allowed to insult 
them ... if an intellectual ex- 
presses his theories, we should 
criticise him in a respectable way 
- and in this way we enrich our 
society. It is a great tragedy 
when a nation which has created 


so much civilisation and culture, 
uses bad language [against writ- 
ers].” 

And be added: “Islam is 
not like a small dark alley in 
which man constantly hits his 
head against a wall and can't 
survive. Jslam is like a highway, 
a road full of growth and hap- 


piness which 3 Muslim walks 
through all his life." 

Mr Rushdie was sceptical 
yesterday about suggestions 
that the Iranian position has 
softened. “My own attitude is: 
wait and see,” he told The 
Independent. 

Rushdie’s future, page 9 
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^ powBFfsd Network™ 


How important is this 
new logo? 

Well, the last time we brought 
your business something 
completely new it was called 


the Internet. 


When your network service provider carries the 
Cisco Powered Nerwork” - mark, ic means their 
network is built with Cisco technology - the 
technology diar makes the Inrerner a reality for 
millions of businesses around the world. 

Everywhere, every day, virtually all of the 
world's Internet traffic flows through Cisco 
equipment. It’s the reason that an e-mail message 
arrives in Buenos Aires from Hong Kong 
instantly; that a branch office in San Francisco 
can share files with its London headquarters in 
complete security; chat a group of busy 


telecommuters can accomplish a productive day 
of work without ever leaving their homes. 

Look for the Cisco Powered Network mark 
in your network service provider's materials. 
When you see it, you’ll know your service is 
backed by the products and technology that 
make the world's networks work for business. 
For more information 

about what Cisco products SYSTEMS 

can do for your business. 


visit our Web sire at 


www.ci sco.com. 


The Network Works. 
No Excuses. 1 ” 
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COLUMN ONE PEOPLE 


Why TV soap is worse 
than life in the fast lane 


Death is a feet of life in soap opera. Soap characters rua a higher ^ 0 f 
death than steeplejacks. Formula One drivers or bomb disposal experts. 

In EastEnders the death tally is 17 and rising. Coronation Street has 
lost 14 characters but Brookside and Emmerdale top the table with 29 and 
28 deaths respectively. 

TTie death count over the last 12 years demonstrates the risks that 
television soap stars run. Dr Tim Crayford, of the department of public 
health at King's College Hospital, London, and colleagues say an analy- 
sis of the four television soaps reveals a standardised mortality ratio for 
their stars of 771, more than seven times the average for ordinary mor- 
tals. By contrast, Formula One dri- 
vers have a mortality ratio of 581, oil 
■ rig divers 235, and bomb disposal 
experts 196. 

“This is the first quantitative es- 
timate of the size of the pinch of salt 
which should be taken when watch- 
ing soap operas,” they say in the 
Christmas issue of the British Med- 
ical Journal. 

Albert Square in EastEnders turns 
out to be a significantly more dan- 
gerous place to live than Coronation 
Street. “People moving to Corona- 
tion Street between the ages of 30 
and 44 went on to lead charmed 




Family affair: Actress Julia Savva! ha (left), her father, Nadim, and sister, Nadia, are all in Dearest ^ 
Daddy ... Darling Daughter at the Young Vic, south London, from Monday Photograph: Philip Meedi 


Mother takes Christmas gifts to Woodward 


lives while their peers living in Albert Square dropped like flies.' 

Many characters, often young, died violent or unexpected deaths in- 
cluding three killed by a mystery virus in Brookside and four killed in a 
plane crash in Emmerdale. 

The authors say the results are of more than academic interest as British 
soap operas have built up a reputation for mirroring social themes, deal- 
ing with issues including Aids, breast cancer, theft and mugging. When it 
comes to death, however, they suggest they may be distorting the perception 
of violence in society. “It seems sad that to hold our interest they have to 
be as dangerous as Formula One motor racing." 

They advise characters who still survive to wear good protective cloth- 
ing (designed to withstand sharp implements, sudden impacts and fire) 
and to receive regular counselling “for living in an environment akin to 
a war zone". 

A spokeswoman for EastEnders said: “ EastEnders is a drama, and like 
any drama reflects the age old complexities of life and death. 

“The EastEnders data for this research was taken from unofficial web- 
sites and the findings should perhaps be taken with a pinch of salt 

“In 12 years just over 1 per cent of our characters have died. It’s prob- 
ably more dangerous to be a character in a Shakespeare piny.” 

But Dr Crayford insisted yesterday: “I think there’s a lot of scope for 
soap operas to be more realistic. It wouldn't be a bad thing if a few more 
people died of strokes and heart attacks, or lung cancer." 


Susan Woodward, mother of the former au pair 
Louise, was yesterday preparing to fly to Boston to 
join her daughter for Christmas. She said that her 
daughter was disappointed that she could not come 
home but was adapting well to life in Massachusetts. 

Woodward. 19. from Elton. Cheshire, was freed 
last month after being convicted by a jury in Boston 
of the second-degree murder of eighi-month-old 
Matthew Eappen. The conviction should have meant 
a minimum of 15 years in jail, but Judge Hiller Zo- 
bel overturned the verdict substituting a convicLion 
for manslaughter and sentenced Woodward to exactly 
the lime she had already spent in jail on remand. 

But she has been ordered to stay in Massachu- 
setts until appeals by both the defence and prose- 
cution have been heard in March. 

Mrs Woodward said yesterday that everyone was 
resting and preparing for the appeal. "All that’s hap- 
pened of course from the beginning of February every- 
body knows and our lives haven't been the same - 
the whole saga takes a different turn all of the time. 


and at the moment we are in a quiet period waiting 
for the appeal in March. It's a very different phase 
now, it's a very supportive phase, everybody shows 
how much they support Louise and share with us how 
wrong they think the verdict was and we are taking 
comfort from that." she told Sky News. 

Woodward is unable to attend school in Ameri- 
ca because of the status of her visa, but her mother 
said she was using her time to brush up on her French 
with the help ot a tutor and would be resuming clar- 
inet lessons in the new year. 

“She spends her day reading and writing letters, 
responding ro the many letters that she gets, I don't 
think she would ever be able to tackle all ot them. 
She has a lot of e-mail so she spends time on the 
computer and is brushing up on her computer skills, 
so she is using her lime very usefully. It’s just pass- 
ing lime though, until she can come home." 

Mrs Woodward will fly out to Boston this week- 
end. laden with presents and cards from weliwish- 
ers for her daughter. — Kate Watson-Smyth 


— Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 


Cold comfort from Thais for cancer-stricken GP 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapers in the fast half of 1397. 


The Medical Council in Thailand 
has urged a cancer-stricken retired 
Dublin doctor and campaigner tor 
euthanasia who went to the Far 
East to kill himself to return home 
to Ireland. 

Dr Paddy Leahy faced surgery 
after an earlier operation failed to 
stop the return of cancer. In a 
recorded interview, broadcast on 
. Tuesday on Irish radio, the retired 
GP said that he was going to ead 
his life in Thailand. He bad taken 
regular holidays there over the past 
20 years and regarded it as a sec- 
ond home. 

But yesterday the secretary-gen- 
eral of the Thai Medical Council 
emphasised that euthanasia was 
illegal there and said that the ma- 
jority of Thai people saw it as “un- 
ethical and serially unacceptable''. 


He also urged the Irishman to 
return home. It was unclear last 
night where Dr Leahy was, or if he 
had already carried out his plan. 

Dr Leahy had been an out- 
spoken supporter of euthanasia in 
Ireland in recent years. He had 
indicated his plan privately to 
friends and family some time ago. 

In the radio interview he -eiid: 
"Emotionally l"m fragile and I’ve 
decided that it s the best way." 

He said he knew ot other doc- 
tors in Ireland who would have 
helped him to die but did not want 
to pul them at risk bv involving 
them. 

Tlvo years ago. Dr Leahy re- 
vealed that several years earlier he 
had helped a friend who had suf- 
fered a serious stroke bring about 
his wish to die. Afterwards he said 


that he had been approached by 
numeaius people with terminal ill- 
nesses who wanted to die. 

He said he had been involved 
in 50 cases of euthanasia, and 
claimed every county in Ireland 
had a doctor who would he pre- 
pared to help such patients die. 

Dr Leahy argued that eu- 
thanasia should he left up to the 
"common sense" of doctors and 
patients, rather than be subject to 
legislation. 

A GP in the Dublin working- 
class suburb of BaUyfermot until 
he retired in 1^90. Dr Leahy was 
a prominent campaigner in the 
Seventies for the introduction of 
contraception, and was also a 
vocal critic of private medicine. 

— Alan Murdoch 
Dublin 


HARRODS WILL BE 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 
FROM NOW 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS. 


(FOR THOSE 
WHO CAN’T MAKE IT 
WE WILL ALSO BE 
OPEN FROM MONDAY 
TO SATURDAY.) 


This Sunday all our departments will be open from 1 1AM to 5PM. 
So take advantage of the extra opening day to enjoy Harrods 
festive ‘Nutcracker Christmas’ decorations, and to find 
absolutely everything on your Christmas list. 


I I KNlGHTSBRnXaX 


Hanods Lid.. Knighlsbridgr, London SW'IX 7XL. Tit: 0171-730 1234. 


Gambaccini 
returns to his 
Classic roots 


Paul Gambaccini, the former 
Radio 3 disc jockey who was 
once described as “the most 
hated man on radio", is re- 
luming to the rival station Clas- 
sic FM in the new year. 

American -born Gambaccini. 
48, was axed from Radio 3‘s 
Morning Collection show last 
September, less than a year 
after his arrival which triggered 
a barrage of protest. 

He was brought in as pan of 
a sweeping modernisation, but 
traditionalists complained that 
he was taking the station down- 
market and expressed hostility 
to his accent and intimate pre- 
senting style. 

The former Radio 1 presen- 
ter responded by branding them 
“the least civiliswl and most big- 
oted audience I have encountered 
in 25 years of broadcasting". 

Gambaccini, who starts at 
Gassic on 10 January. firsL 
worked for the station five 
yearn ago when it was launched 

Asked if he frit vindicated hy 
Gassic's decision to appoint 
him, Gambaccini said: "I do not 
think about Radio 3, it is behind 
me. There are lots of things to 
do in life and harbouring ill 
thoughts about something that 
happened two years ago seems 
to me to require therapy. 

“Do I regret choosing a bad 
restaurant two years ago? No. 
of course not. I'm proud to be 
returning to Gassic FM. Help- 
ing make il a success was one 
of the highlights of my career." 

He will host Classic Count- 
down on Saturdays and. on 
Sundays, Countdown Top Ten. 
taking over from Nick Bailey. 

— Alexandra Williams 
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HEALTH 


‘Voices' that warned of tumour 


A woman who heard voices telling her there was something wrong was. 
later diagnosed with a brain tumour despite the scepticism of her GR - 
The unnamed woman had first accepted counselling and medication 
fearing she was going mad, but when the voices returned after she had 
gone on holiday, she went back to her doctor and demanded a brain scan. 
He reluctantly agreed and was criticised by colleagues for accepting what 
his patient's hallucinatory voices were telling her - until the scan disclosed 
the tumour. 

Writing in the British Medical Journal . the GR Dr Ikechukwu 
Azuonye describes how the woman was operated on successfully and made 
a full recovery. On regaining consciousness, she heard voices for the last 
tone when she claimed they told hen “We are pleased to have helped you. 
Goodbye." 

— Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 


PSYCHOLOGY 


Syndrome that may explain evil 


A start to understanding the nature of evfl is proposed by a neurosurgeon 
who has coined a new term~Syodrome E- to describe outbreaks of ex- 
treme violence. 

Professor Itzhak Fried, of the University of California, says in the Lancet 
that events such as those in Rwanda, Nazi Germany, and Cambodia have 
certain features in common. These include repetitive violence, obsessive 
ideas, and group contagion. He believes the symptoms are due to a “cog- 
nitive fracture” between different parts of the brail, and that the syndrome 
warrants further study. — Jeremy Laurance 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.41 

Italy (lira) 

2,S01 

Austria (schillings) 

19.96 

Japan (yen) 

207.69 

Belgium (francs) 

58.6S 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

2.29 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.20 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.83 

Norway (kroner) 

11.68 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.89 
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287.91 

France (francs) 

9.51 

Spain (pesetas) 
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Germany (marks) 
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Sweden (kroner) 

12.48 
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Switzerland (francs) 

2J1 

Hong Kong ($) 
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321 ,$43 
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1.10 

USA ($) 

1.61 
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Nobel laureate says UK is stalling on landmines 


Labour has made much of its 
ethical approach to arms dealing 
and the abolition of landmines. 
However, Steve Boggon finds that 
some in the worldwide anti-mines 
movement think the Government 
isn't doing enough. 

A British Nobel peace laureate has accused 
the Government of dragging its feet over 
the ratification of a treaty designed to ban 
the use. production, transfer and stockpil- 
ing of fandmines. 

Rae McGraih, who delivered the No- 
bel lecture on behalf of the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines, which won 


Revolution 
falters as 
CD-Roms 
fail to excite 
the young 

CD- Rom, die 'edutainment* 
medium for the new Millennium, 
appears to be losing its lustre. 
Doriing Kindersley, a one-time 
trailblazer, yesterday announced 
that it was shedding jobs in its 
multimedia division. 

Cathy Newman asks whether 
CD- Roms have a future. 


the peace prize, said yesterday that Tony 
Blair's government was lagging behind oth- 
ers in ensuring that the treaty was incor- 
porated into international law. 

The treaty was signed by Britain and 121 
other countries in Ottowa, Canada, two 
weeks ago, but Mr McGrath rem ains crit- 
ical of Mr Blair and Robin Cook, the For- 
eign Sccretaty. In order to become law by 
December 1988 - the date earmarked by 
landmine campaigners - 40 countries must 
adopt it as domestic law by June next year 

Labour insists that it intends Britain to 
be one of these 40, but Mr McGrath, one 
of the founders of the International Cam- 
paign to Ban Landmines (1CBL) - so 
beloved of the late Diana, Princess of Whies 
- told The Independent that he felt the Gov- 


ernment would not make the deadline. 

“They did sign it only two weeks ago, 
but the details and content of the treaty 
were actually drawn up at a conference in 
Oslo last September,” he said. “That gave 
the bureaucrats plenty of time to frame the 
legislation necessary for a Bill to be pre- 
sented to Parliament as soon as the treaty 
was signed. But, as far as we can tell, 
nothing has happened." 

Mr McGrath, a former army engineer 
and one of the founders of ICBL. was cho- 
sen to give a lecture to the Nobel committee 
in Oslo earlier this month following the 
award of the £625,000 peace prize to the 
American Jody Williams and the ICBL, 
which she co-ordinates. He said: "l simply 
can't understand it. Here is a perfect op- 



portunity for Robin Cook to show his eth- 
ical credentials, but either he or his civil ser- 
vants appear to be dragging their feet. 
Canada. Ireland and Mauritius have already 
ratified the treaty, so why haven’t we?" 

Mr McGrath was supported by the 
Mines Advisory Group, which said that 
Macedonia, Italy, Austria, Norway and Bel- 
gium were close to ratifying the treaty. 

“At the moment, we have a moratori- 
um on landmines in the UK, but there is 
a coda that says our troops may use them 
in 'exceptional circumstances’ until the 
treaty becomes international law,” said Tim 
Carstairs, International Policy and Research 
Officer. **I find that no less than despica- 
ble, given that we haven’t done anything 
to ratify it yet." 


According to the Red Cross, 2,000 
people are maimed or lulled by landmines 
every month - or one every 20 minutes. 
There are now more than 119 million hid- 
den landmines in more *hnn 70 countries, 
the worst affected being Iran (16 million 
mines), Angola (15 million). Iraq (10 mil- 
lion), A fghanistan (10 million), Cambodia 
(10 million), Bosnia Herzegovina (up to 6 
million) and Egypt, which is thought to have 
up to 23 milli on, many left over from the 
El Aiomein campaign during the Second 
World War. 

The Foreign Office said criticism of the 
Government was unfair as it was commit- 
ted to ratifying the treaty, but a spokesman 
was unable to say whether the June 
deadline would be met 
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In theory, the CD-Rom is the ideal enter- 
tainment medium: words, pictures, sound, 
animation, film clips and graphics. All on 
a little silver disc you slip into your com- 
■ purer. Small wonder then that information 
technology (IT) and publishing companies 
scrambled in the eariy-Nineties to get into 
what many saw as a sales goldmine. 

But, increasingly, it seems they were pur- 
suing fools' gold. Doriing Kindersley’s an- 
nouncement yesterday that it was shedding 
85 jobs in its multimedia division is only the 
latest in a series of blows to hit CD-Rom 
publishers. 

News Multimedia, part of Rupert Mur- 
doch's global media empire, scaled down 
CD-Rom production at the beginning of 
the year. The big United States publisher, 
McGraw-Hill, was forced to rethink its mul- 
timedia operations last summer because it 
was struggling to get shelf space in stores 
for its entertainment CDs. 

Matthew Richards, editor of PC Guide , 
explains: “Multimedia hasn't lived up to the 
expectations publishers had for it Two to 
three years ago it was seen as the Holy Grail. 
Sales just haven’t backed that up at all.” 

Part of the problem stems from book 
publishers' assumption that all they had to 
do was transcribe their books onto a disc. 
The results were boring to look at and dif- 
ficult to use. 

Andreas Whittam-Smith, founder of The 
Independent, and chairman of Netting 
HHI, an electronic publishing company, says: 
“If all you're doing is putting a book on the 
screen, as many have done, it’s no good at 
all." 

Many CD-Rom publishers have also got 
it badly wrong in assuming people would 
buy weird and wonderful titles, few of which 
appeal to the mainstream consumer. 

Roland Waddilove, editor of PC Home , 
estimates that only around the top 10 per 
cent of CD-Roms - titles like Microsoft’s 
encyclopedia. Encana ~ make any money. 
Some companies have sold fewer than a 
hundred of some of their more obscure of- 
ferings. Little wonder, he says, that they are 
now weeding but unsuccessful titles. 

“J rhink well see companies focusing on 
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Screen generation: Two brothers playing on the family computer - but the market for CD-Roms has not lived up to expectations Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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CD-Rom from Doriing Kindersley 


their top-selling products and forgetting the 
rest,” Mr Vted dilove says. 

Another reason customers have left CD- 
Roms gathering dust on the shelf is that they 
have begun to get their first - and often 
cheaper - taste of true interactivity via ihe 
Internet. 

The World Wide Web, Mr Richards be- 
lieves, is far more appealing to new media 
enthusiasts than many CD-Roms on the 


market. “People are much happier clicking 
onto the Internet rather than spending be- 
tween £30 and £40 on a CD-Rom," Mr 
Richards adds. 

Despite the general disappointment 
some publishers, such as Europress — 
which makes a range of edutainment discs 
called Fun School - have managed to make 
a go of it. Its CD-Rom. International Ral- 
ly Championship, is rubbing shoulders 
with the best-selling games on disc. 

So despite the bandwagon having come 
to a jarring hall several limes, aficionados 
believe the new medium still has something 
going for it. As Matthew Richards explains: 
“You can do things with CD-Roms you just 
can’t do with books/’ 

Doriing Kindereley is putting a brave face 
on yesterday's job cuts. Rod Hare, group 
managing director of Doriing. takes heart 
from upbeat forecasts for UK CD-Rom 
sales, which are predicted to grow from 43 , 
million this year to oO million next. 

He is confident that Doriing will do well 
out of the CD-Rom market, not least be- | 
cause of the firm's direct-selling operation J 
where sales staff demonstrate discs in 
potential buyers' homes. 

The main problem, from the manufac- 
turer’s if not the customer’s point of view , 
is that CD-Roras are selling for less than 
they used to. "Retail prices have come 
down," he says, “so revenue generated is 
less than we'd like it to be". 


Cyberpets superseded as girls seek 
perfect boy for virtual romance 


He is your idea J man. 

You can mould him into 
a gorgeous hunk and be 
the envy of all your 
girlfriends - and all for 
less than £20. The catch? 
He-onty exists in 
cyberspace. Glenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at 
the latest craze to sweep 
Japan -,the virtual 
boyfriend. 


H tias.-, t*en described as 

“bayfneod tamagotchi" - a rir- 

malbeaawbom girls can make 
into the Jasik of their dreams. 

But like Ihe virtual pets that 
took Britain fry storm earlier diis 
year, you have constantly to look 


after your boyfriend to keep him 
happy and make sure he grows 
up nice and polite. Or at least 
that’s how it works in Princess 
Club Pocket 2, “Operation 
Boyfriend Makeover" - a game 
aimed at high school girls which 
is played on the hand-held 
Gameboy console. 

According to All us. the com- 
pany that developed Opera- 
tion Boyfriend Makeover for 
Nintendo, you have a year to 
turn your virtual boyfriend into 
a desirable Adonis so you can 
look good together on gradua- 
tion day. 

There’s a note of warning 
however - if you screw up. he 
could end up with a greasy bik- 
er or, horrors of horrors, a boy 
who likes to pick flowers. In the 
words of the press release: it’s 
a “love love romance game |»cj 
... that will make you giggle"- 


So how do you do this? Ba- 
sically Operation Boyfriend 
Makeover works through con- 
versation and role-playing. 

You meet your virtual 
boyfriend at school, listen to 
what he says, spot the hints that 
he may be about to do some- 
thing naff, and advise him not 
to. You even guess where he 
might hang out when he’s not 
in school and go there. 

You pick up information 
about him through your vinu- 
al girlfriends, to see whether he 
has the right sort of hobbies and 
personality. You give him pre- 
sents. hoping that they will be 
the right son and he won't 
throw them back in your face. 

Players also get to compile 
a photo album of key romantic 
moments with their virtual 
boyfriends, and to swap notes 
with their virtual mates to see 


who has the cutest guy. You do 
get to go un a date together, but 
feminist thinking hasn't made 
much headway in Operation 
Boyfriend Makeover so you 
can't ask him out - you have to 
manipulate the conversation in 
such a way that he asks you out. 

Dr Mark Griffiths, senior 
lecturer in psychology at Not- 
tingham Trent University 
warned that virtual boyfriends 
was not necessarily a “healthy 
thing". 

“How do people then cope 
in the real world?” he asked. 
“Virtual relationships do not 
work like real relationships ... 
By producing the ideal date 
you're conditioning someone as 
you go along, turning them 
into someone you want them 
to be.*" 

There are no plans yet to 
hrina the £19 same to Britain. 
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Loophole condemns 
rail commuters to 
increases in fares 


Passengers on the 
privatised rail network 
were supposed to be 
saved from above- 
inflation fare rises. 
Rondeep Romesh, Transport 
Correspondent, explains 
why legislative small 


print will see thousands 
of London^ commuters 
face increases of up 
to 10 per cent 


THE PRICE OF 
RAIL TRAVEL 


Qxted to London: 

Seven-day season ticket 
rise - 9. 1 per cent 
Crystal Palace to London: 
return rise - 6.7 per cent 
East Grinstead to London: 
single ticket - 7.6 per cent 


Travellers on one of the capital's 
busiest rail routes will see 
inflation-busting fare rises 
thanks to a loophole which al- 
lows train operators to claw 
back fare decreases imple- 
mented by British Rail in 
previous years. 

The move came to light af- 
ter the train firms run by the 
French industrial giant Connex 
sent details of the fares, to 
start in January next year, to 
passenger watchdogs. 

Connex operates two com- 
muter train companies, South 
Central and South Eastern, 
which ferry 160,000 passengers 
into and out of the capital 
every day. On average the com- 
pany’s South Central franchise 
wQJ only raise fares by 4.5 per 


cent this year. However, pas- 
sengers travelling from East 
Croydon and West Croydon to 
London will face the double- 
digit increase, and single feres 
from Wallin gton to Sutton will 
go up by 8.3 per cent. 

Connex said the 10 percent 
Croydon rise was within the Care 
adjusting regulations as the 
fare had actually been reduced 
in 1 997 compared with previous 
years. Another company, Sil- 
veriink. will increase its Kensal 
Green to Central London peak 
single fare by 8 percent. It said 
that 4 per cent of that rise was 
due to (he fare increases levied 
by London Underground. 

Despite the rises, the Lon- 
don Regional Passengers Com- 
mittee (LRPC) does not blame 
the companies. Instead. Sir 
Alan Green gross, the commit- 


tee's chairman, attacked the 
previous government for the 
fares “fiasco". 

The Rail Users’ Consultative 
Committee for Southern Eng- 
land was also critical, saying that 
many passengers faced 5 per 
cent increases “despite experi- 
encing cancellations, over- 
crowding and short trains". 

In October, train companies 
were allowed to put up tickets 
on lines which were performing 
well by as much as 2 per cent 
above July's inflation figure of 
33 per cent. Some companies 
have decided not to raise faxes. 
Thames Trains - which runs ser- 
vices from Oxford to London - 
will not increase ticket prices. 

Passenger watchdogs called 
on ministers to act over the price 
rises. Rufus Barnes, secretary of 
the LRPC said: “If the gov- 
ernment is serious about getting 
people to use public transport 
then it should stop these sort of 
rises taking place." 

•The threat of industrial action 
on South West Trains ended yes- 
terday when the Rail, Mar- 
itime and Transport union 
accepted a deal on hours and 
pay. The RMT said staff would 
work only a 37-hour week in 
January and receive a 4 per cent 
pay rise from 5 January - four 
months earlier than expected. 



This 1946 picture of Ingrid Bergman, taken by the war photographer Robert Capa, who was also her lower, fetched £805 
last night at a Bonhams auction of photographs covering 50 years of the Magnum picture agency 
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curb parades 
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plans to try to avoid parades^ ; . , 
Northern Ireland becomin&aV' 
flashpoint for sectarian Vr* 
lence came under Unionist - 

in the Commons yesterday,** . . 

Ulster Unionist . 

David Trimble branded 
Public Processions (Northern^ 
Ireland) Bill “the most serifas ; 
and substantial assaolf bfltflte;: •' 
civil rights of the people: of ^ 
Northern Ireland this century". 

The Bill, which has already ■; 
completed its Lords stages, sets 
up a Parades CommisaoDio.«r T . . 
bilrate as a last resort ondis- v.’* 
puted inarches. ;~V' 




New asylum 
housing rule 


Councils will get the option- to 
move asylum seekers into tem- . 
porary council housing when 
they have a duty to accommo- 
date them, the housing 
minis ter. Hilary Armstrong, 
announced last night. . [ 

She said she was relaxing the 
rules, in response to the Asso- 
ciation of London Govermnent, . 
b ecaus e some authorities were 
ha ving diffi culty finding accom- 
modation for asylum-seekers. 


£lbn target ?: 
for Lottery 


Woman in Army HIV scare seeks apology after test proves ‘negative’ 


310 -million-year-old trees dug up 


One of two women at the cen- 
tre of an Aids alert at one of the 
Army's biggest bases said yes- 
terday that tests had proved she 
was free of the HTV virus. 

Lindsey Griffiths. 19, said 
that in the light of the blood test 
results she was demanding an 


apology from the Army. The 
deputy commander of Catter- 
ick Garrison in North Yorkshire, 
Colonel Neil Donaldson, bad 
given a warning to troops of a 
significant risk to their health 
from “females known to be lib- 
eral with their affections to 


soldiers", and believed to be 
HIV positive. 

Yesterday, the Army issued 
a statement saying that the 
identity of the women was not 
known to it, nor had it specu- 
lated on their identity. 

It added: “The Army has a 


duty of care to warn its soldiers 
of possible health risks and 
hence issued confidential and 
written warnings. The welfare 
of soldiers is a priority and it is 
for that reason the statement 
was issued.” 

Ms Griffiths, who says she 


has a steady boyfriend, said: “I 
think an apology is the least they 
owe me after what 1 have been 
pul through. I never thought I 
had the virus hut once the ru- 
mour Mans people will believe 
anything." 

— Esther Leach 


An ancient ancestor of today’s 
Christmas tree has been un- 
covered at an opencast mine. 

The conifers, believed by 
experts to date from 310 million 
years ago, are now extinct. The 
fossilised remains are the first 
to be found in Britain. About 14 


of the 10m High trees were dis- 
covered at RJB Mining’s Prior’s 
Close site at Great Lumley in 
Co Durham, at depths of be- 
tween 5 and 33m. 

Tons of the fossils have been 
sent to the Geological Survey’s 
Edinburgh headquarters. 


The Government said yesterday 
that it was planning to channel 
£lbn into new good causes un- 
der its proposals to create ;a 
“People’s Lottery”. 

The Lottery Bill was given an 
unopposed second reading in the 
House of Lords, bnt fears were 
expressed that the changes 
would mean less cash for the arts, 
sport, heritage and charities. 
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New film watchdog more bothered by violence than sex 




Britain’s new film censor Is far 
more concerned about violence 
than sex on screen. But Andreas 
Whittam Smith may find his 
tolerance of the latter tested 
when he faces up to his first 
controversial judgement on the 
new version of Lofrta. He talked to 
Media Editor Rob Brown about the 
challenges of his new post. 


Andreas Whittam Smith is, by his own ad- • 

mission, much more squeamish than most ^ 
cinemagoers when it comes to watching . . - 

film s. Up to now. he has tended to avoid ' 

anything involving gore and violence. . 

So he bad to think long and hard about 
abandoning this life-long policy and male- ^^■i||gpi 
ing a tough New Year resolution to con- 
front all the awful images he studiously JO glPalffi ~W 
avoided for the first 60 years of his life. j J 

“I am going to see some disgraceful 
things,” said the new president of the British ■f-Xm-** f j 
Board of Film Classification, with more fhan y 

a hint of disgust in his voice. - : If}] 

“I will, for example, have to distinguish 
between varying degrees of bondage. But j 

I hope to preserve a certain innocence and r aggl 

not be hardened by what 1 watch.” 

For some, this statement will confirm the 
“very saintly" reputation which this cler- 
gyman's son developed soon after he concern about vie 
founded The Independent just over a shared by a grov 
decade ago and committed this title to a British popuiatioi 
range of rigorous ethical policies, such as His outlook is 
a boycott of the lobby system at Westmin- Home Secretary, 
ster, which some rival publications lam- pointed him specii 
pooned as pious. But Mr Whittam Smith’s saw as the BBFC 

High hopes that 
tide can be turned 
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Well-connected: Andreas Whittam 
Smith, founder of The Independent, 
who takes over on I January as 
Britain^ new film censor 

Photograph: John Voos 
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concern about video violence is evidently 
shared by a growing percentage of the 
British population. 

His outlook is certainly shared by the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, who ap- 
pointed him specifically to address what he 
saw as the BBFC's failure to respond to 


public concern on this issue. 

“I regard this as an important job and 
see my prime task as helping parents to reg- 
ulate their children’s viewing," said Mr 
Whittam Smith, adding: “Rows have tend- 
ed to relate to issues of violence because 
there is growing research evidence that vi- 


olent images do affect behaviour. There is 
no evidence that sex on screen has the same 
harmful effect.” He is referring to sex be- 
tween consenting adults; of course, pae- 
dophilia is different, which is why be and 
his fellow board members will have to think 
long and hard before deciding what to do 


with the new version of Lolita, due for clas- 
sification in this country in April. 

“I don’t know what we’ll do about that 
one, but obviously the problem of pae- 
dophilia is at the from of many people's 
minds,” said Mr Whittam Smith, who 
plans to watch the earlier adaptation of 


Can Britain’s new film censor 
make a real difference in what 
appears on Britain’s screens, big 
and small ? The Home Secretary 
obviously has high hopes that 

Andreas W hittam Smi th can do 
something to stem the mount- 
ing tide of video violence. 

His first crucial derision as 
president of the BBFC- a post 
he lakes up on 1 January- will 
be to appoint a new director to 
replace the man who has ef- 
fectively controlled film cen- 
sorship in this country for the 
past two decades - American- 
born James Ferman. 

Mr Ferman, 67, sparked a 
major controversy this year 
when he approved the highly 
controversial sadomasochistic 
film Crash. This film was later 
banned by some local authori- 
ties. 

Councils still retain that pre- 
rogative and wSl continue to ex- 
ercise it- “I want the board to 
be very in touch with local au- 
thorities," says Mr Whittam 
Smith. 

He is certainly more relaxed 
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about elected councils in this 
country having some say about 
what films get screened in their 
neighbourhoods than he is 
about Brussels bureaucrats tak- 
ing over this task. 

Although a Europhile, he 
firmly opposes calls for a pan 
European film and video clas- 
sification system. 

“I see this as a perfect ex- 
ample of an area in which the 
principle of subsidiarity should 
favour regulation by individual 
countries rather than EU insti- 
tutions,” he says. 

Britain’s new film censor is 
certainly aware of the funda- 
mental challenges the commu- 
nications revolution is throwing 
up for film censors worldwide. 
Having founded an electronic 
publishing company called Net- 
ting Hill Media with his eldest 
son Ben, he has a lot of hands- 
on experience in this area and 
plans to bring it to bear in his 
new role. 

In Andreas Whittam Smith's 
own words, he “won't be asleep 
at the switch" 
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Nabokov’s controversial novel before pass- 
ing judgement on the latest version, star- 
ring Jeremy Irons. 

Whatever- decision they reach it 
shouldn't be too long before we are told 
the reasons behind it. 

In a dramatic shift from away from its 
traditional policy, the BBFC will start to 
offer up a public explanation for its most 
controversial decisions. 

The man who championed freedom of 
information in his time at the helm of this 
newspaper is strongly in favour of such ghs- 
nost: “Obviously, we can’t throw every de- 
cision open for debate as we go along, or 
nothing would ever get classified, but we 
should, retrospectively leave a trail behind 
us, because we have quite an influence on 
what people in this country get to see." 

He has seen three films in the past 
month - L4 Confidential , One-Night Stand 
and The Full Monty - which he describes 
as “completely representative" of his gen- 
eral taste in films. Fflm buffs will observe 
that this is a fairly varied choice, but the 
trio have all one thing in common: none 
depended on extreme violence for impact- 
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Upgrade 
your family 
in lime for 
Christmas. 



It’s a gift! A bigger and better home 
PC than you thought possible for 
the money. Not only does this massively 
powerful Dimension™ XPS D233 come 
with a load of great multimedia features 
that you and all the family will enjoy, 
but we're also giving away an extra 
special present - a choice of FREE EXTRA 
32MB OF MEMORY OR A SUPERFAST 
5 6 kb/s MODEM. Call Dell now to take 
advantage of this seasonal offer! And 
all the family will thank you for it. 

DELL DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• IKTBl PBfTUir II PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• INTEL 440LX AGPSET 

•32MB SDRAM (EXTRA 32MB OR 
56kfc/s MODEM FOR FREE) 

•51 2KB IKTERHAL CACHE 

• 4.3GB ATA-33 HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVidia AGP GRAPHICS CARD 
WITH 4MB SGRAM VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

[0.28 DOT PITCH, 1S.9*VIBVABI£ AREA) 

• 3 PCI, I ISA, 1 PCI/ISA SHARED AMD 
1 AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

•14/32X CD-ROM DRIVE 
•AWE 64 SOUNDCARD AND AUK 
1AHSING ACS90 SPEAKERS 
•MINI TOWER CHASSIS 
•WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT 8 OFFICE 97 SMALL BUSINGS EDITION 
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ZIP DRIVE + 3 CARTRIDGES 
UPGRADE TO AC5290 SPEAKERS 
HP DESKJET PRINTER 
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HARD DRIVE TO 6.4GB 

CONSUMER SOFTWARE PACK 


£89 (£104.57 INC VAT) 
£50 (£58.75 INC YAT) 
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Teachers furious at English marking 


Almost 12,000 pupils 
were given the wrong 
grades in this year’s 
English tests for 14-year- 
olds, new figures have 
revealed. 

Now officials have 
conceded that markers 
must be given more 
training. Fran Abrams looks 
at a problem which has 
infuriated head teachers. 

New rules are being drawn up 
on how pupils’ English papers 

Football 
club to 
invest in 
schools 


Premiership champions Man- 
chester United are to invest in 
a secondary school as part of the 
Government's specialist schools 
programme, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The football club is to pro- 
vide £100,000 in sponsorship for 
Ashton on Mersey School in 
Trafford. Hie school, one of six 
new specialist sports colleges, 
has strong links with Manches- 
ter United - two former pupils 
are members of the team. 

The announcement came as 
Estelle Morris, the education 
minister, revealed plans for 33 
specialist colleges for technol- 
ogy, arts and languages, bring- 
ing the total to nearly 300. 

The colleges are part of a 
government initiative for the de- 
velopment of specialised facil- 
ities in schools. In each case, the 
Government matches private 
sponsorship pound for pound, 
and adds £100 per pupil up to 
a maximum £100,000 each year. 

Since the scheme began in 
September 1993. more than 


should be marked, after a total 
of 150.000 complaints in just 
three year;. 

In 1995. the first year after 
exam boards were given re- 
sponsibility for marking ihe 
tests, there were almnst 72.0111) 
complaints, almost 20.000 of 
which turned nut to he valid. 
Last year there were just 25.1 100 
complaints, and the Qualifica- 
tions and Curriculum Aulhur- 
ity thought matters were 
improving. 

But this year, another 42.1H K i 
papers had lo be remarked and 
12,000 pupils - two per cent of 


the l< »uil - were u >ld their results 
were wrong. The vast majority 
will have had their marks 
revised upwards. 

The number of mistakes 
made by maths and science 
markers were much smaller. In 
maths, there were 1.200 com- 
plaints and just six mark 
changes, while in science there 
were 4.200 complaints and 30 
mark changes. 

A spokeswoman for the au- 
thority said last night that mark- 
ing procedures for Key Stage 
Three English tests would be 
lightened up from next year. 


Similar changes would he made 
for maths and science the 

following year. 

“There will be much better 
training of markers and super- 
visors, a lot more compulsory 
checking of supervisors' work 
and more checks before the 
scripts are released to schools, 
she said. 

This year, problems were de- 
tected in May after pupils saf the 
tests, and a sample of 10.000 pa- 
pers were held back and 
checked. But despite that, there 
had still been complaints. 

Ann Barnes, general secre- 


tarvof Ihe National Affioaation 

for the Teaching of English, sad 

too few pupils seemed to have 

been awarded the higher levds. 

six and seven, but more had 
been awarded level five. 

Many schools had written to 
the association to complain, 
she said. But often teachers did 
not even bother to complain be- 
cause they felt the tests were 
largely a waste of time. 

“If they were taking it sen- 

ously we would expect far more 
complaints. I think it is very 
rash to take no notice of your 
results, but certainly that is 


errors 

what schools are doing,” she 
said. 

Don Foster, the Liberal Dc- 
mocrat education spokesman, 
said the Government was op- 
erating a “high-oosLkrw-vabc’’ 
system. Of the £13.4m spent en 
tests for 14 ' 'year-olds, BM 
went on maridflg-'IMSfo^bv-.’ 
en-year-oids cost £36 perpnpfl 
while just £17 per 
spent on books. 

“There are clearly.. 

question-marks both abc - 

value for money vRs£&.] 
and the accuracy and H 

• - . : n U 



jolly hockey-sticks: Specialist schools and colleges are being paid for with public and private cash 


£3f)m has been raised from the 
private sector, an achievement 
with which Ms Morris pro- 
fessed herself to be “delighted" 
yesterday. But, she said, the in- 
volvement of the private sector 
is important “not just in terms 


of cash, but also because spon- 
sors can work with and support 
their schools." 

All state-maintained sec- 
ondary schools are eligible, but 
they must first raise £11X1.000 
private-sector sponsorship and 


prepare a three-year develop- 
ment plan. In return, success- 
ful applicants receive a further 
£100.000 capital grant from the 
Government. Yesterday's ad- 
ditions to the programme are 
the first since the relaunch of the 


scheme in the White Paper. Ex- 
cellence in Schools , in July. 

Education officials hope the 
scheme will benefit other local 
schools which will have access 
to the resources, facilities and 
expertise ar the colleges. 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


The education minister said 
yesterday: “Our new criteria 
emphasises links with the com- 
munity which will carry the 
benefits of specialism well be- 
yond the school gales.” 

— Louise Hancock 


Councils given 
clean air deadline 


Accidental death Mental patient’s care criticised 

verdict on prisoner 


Councils have been given sev- 
en years to clean up their air 
with Parliamentary approval of 
new air quality regulations Lhis 
week. They now have a duty to 
take action to stop levels of sev- 
en key air pollutants from 
breaching limits set by the 
Government. 

Councils are being asked to 
collaborate with their neigh- 
bours in setting up Air Quality 
Management Areas to cover the 
places with Britain's dirtiest 
air. If they fail to deliver by 2005, 
the law gives ministers powers 
to step in and order the neces- 
sary actions to curb pollution. 

In the main, councils are ex- 
pected to use existing powers to 
find ways of bringing air qual- 
ity up to standard. Emergency 


road closures and vehicle bans 
are not anticipated. 

Councils have recently been 
given legal powers to stop and 
lest vehicles at the roadside, to 
see if their exhaust emissions 
meet the legal standard. If not, 
drivers can be issued with fixed 
penalty notices. But council staff 
will have to accompanied by po- 
lice officers when they do this. 
• The Ministry of Defence has 
applied for government per- 
mission to decommission and 
remove a small nuclear reactor 
located near the heart of Lon- 
don. The reactor in Green- 
wich’s Royal Naval College, 
known as Jason, has been used 
for more than 30 years to train 
nuclear submarine officers. 

— Nicholas Schoon 


A prisoner who was found dead 
after being handcuffed in a 
leather body belt for 24 hours 
was accidentally killed, an in- 
quest jury decided yesterday. 

But the dead man's family are 
to sue the prison authorities 
and, with their legal team, boy- 
cotted the hearing's conclusion 
after moves to have a verdict of 
unlawful killing made available 
to the jury were refused. 

Dennis Stevens, 29, an Afro- 
Caribbean of Bristol, was re- 
strained by prison officers at 
Dartmoor jail, after punching 
one of them, the Exeter inquest 
was told. He was placed in the 
body bell, which bad handcuffs 
attached, in which he remained 
until he was found dead the fol- 
lowing morning. He died from 


acute kidney failure due to 
muscle damage which aggra- 
vated a blood condition. 

Stevens, who had been vi- 
sually checked every 15 minutes, 
was found in a cell at the De- 
von jail on IS October 1995. He 
was serving a 12-ycar sentence 
for robbery and possessing a 
firearm and was due for release 
in August. J99t*. 

Helen Shaw, a director of the 
pressure group Inquest, said 
body belts were a “medieval rel- 
ic" which should be outlawed. 

John May. area manager of 
Prison Service Whies and West, 
said a police and internal inquiry 
had found no evidence to jus- 
tify disciplinary proceedings. 

— Jason Bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 


A disturbed teenager who was 
jailed for life after killing a busi- 
nessman “for kicks" was not 
property assessed by doctors, an 
independent inquiry has found. 

Yesterdays report into the 
care of James Stemp- who was 
1 7 when he killed John Dawson, 
from Carlton, Nottingham, in 
October 1995 - identifies a se- 
ries of failures to keep track of 
him as he moved through the 
care of Leicestershire Mental 
Health Services Trust 

Stemp had been referred to 


Carlton Hays psychiatric unit in 
Leicester after going to two dif- 
ferent casualty departments 
complaining of a head injury in 
February', 1995. He was dis- 
charged nine days later, with no 
follow-up arrangements. 

He was re-referred to Carl- 
ton Hays after going back to a 
casualty department, but there 
was no record of his treatment 
and he was discharged in April 
1995 after failing to attend. 

— Qenda Cooper 
Social Affairs Correspondent 


Food firm fined £8,000 for dead mouse found in tin of baked beans 


Robert Howard, of Brockley, 
south-east London, could not be 
bothered to cook his baked 
bean snack. He just opened the 
tin and tucked in. Pulling out 
what he thought was a piece of 
string, he got a shock. At the end 
of his fork dangled a tomato- 
sauce sodden mouse. 

The food had been prepared 
by HL Foods in Long Sutton, 
Lincolnshire, for supermarket 
giant Sainsbury. Mr Howard had 
bought the Sainsbury’s own- 
brand baked beans in Novem- 
ber last year at the New Cross 
branch in south London. 

Lewisham Council charged 
HL Foods under the Food Safe- 
ty Act. On 15 December, 


Greenwich magistrates fined 
the company, £8,000. 

A Sainsburv's spokesperson 
said yesterday: “Food safety is 
one of our top priorities. Any 
foreign object found in our 
products is taken very serious- 
ly and as soon as we knew 
there was a problem we 
launched an investigation with 
HL Foods.” More Than 12.000 
tins from the same batch have 
been removed from sale. 

The mouse had been boiled 
in the tin. No one knows exactly 
how it got in, but since bean 
starch was found in its stomach 
during the investigation, dear- 
ly greed was its downfall. 

— Katherine Griffiths 



Rodent flavour: The tomato-sauce covered mouse that 
Robert Howard found in his Sainsbury’s baked beans 
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Case History 
by Dannie Abse 

"Most Welshmen are worthless, 
an inferior breed, doctor. ” 

He did not know / was Welsh. 

Then he praised the architects 
of the German death-camps - 
did not know I was a Jew. 

He called liberals. “ While blacks * 
and continued to invent curses. 

When l palpated his liver 
I felt the .soft liver of Goering; 
when I lifted my stethoscope 
I heard the heartbeats of Himmler 
when / read his enccphalograph 
I thought, - SiegheiL mein Fiihrer." 

In the clinic's dispensary 
red berry uf black bryonv, 
cvwbane, deadly nightshade, deathcap. 
tel l prescribed for hun 
as if he were my brother. 

Later that night I must ha\-c slept 
on m X orm : momentarily 
m y ri kht hand lost its cunning. 

Sr l -n^ ly f^ en S. l0day aDd lomorr owcome from Se 

Welsh Dannie Abse ' s Poems about his natf 

Udsh Retrospective (Seren Books, £6.95) 
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The truth about sex: more 
of it makes you live longer 


Sex adds years to life as 
well as life to years. 
Jeremy Laura nee. Health 
Editor, considers 
research which shows 
that men who have 
more orgasms live 
longer. 


Clint Eastwood and Meryl Streep in The Bridges of Madison County. A Welsh study links sex with longevity 


Sex is good for you and quan- 
tity does matter - at least for 
middle-aged men, according to 
a study in Wales. They cut their 
risk of dying by 36 per cent - 
more than a third - for every 
100 orgasms they have a year. 

The finding could mean 
the addition of “at least twice 
a week” to the usual health ad- 
vice given by doctors of “at least 
five a day" (pieces of firuit and 


vegl and “no more than two or 
three” (drinks). 

But the researchers cau- 
tion that before sex becomes 
available on prescription fur- 
ther work to confirm the find- 
ings needs to be done. They' 
also warn of the potential de- 
stabilising effects on society. 

The study of nearly 1,000 
men aged 45 to 59 in Caerphilly 
and neighbouring villages 
found those who reported 
-hi gh orgasmic frequency" - 
twice a week or more - had half 
the risk of dying over the next 
10 years compared with those 
who had “low orgasmic fre- 
quency”, less than once a 
month. The men were ques- 
tioned as part of a larger study 
between 1979 and 1983 and 150 
of them died in the next 10 
years. The researchers found 


that the risk of dying was di- 
rectly related to the number of 

orgasms - the more they had 
the lower the risk. 

George Davey Smith and 
Stephen FrankeL, professors 
of epidemiology at Bristol Uni- 
versity, and Dr John Yamell of 
Queens University, Belfast, 
say in the British Medical Jour- 
nal, that their finding is in line 
with most previous research 
which has shown that longevi- 
ty is linked with frequency of 
sex in men but with enjoyment 
of intercourse in women. 

The finding runs counter 
to much folk wisdom that the 
pleasure of male intercourse is 
secured at the cost of wellbe- 
ing. In the early 20th century 
the idea that sexual restraint 
preserved vigour gained sci- 
entific respectability. The poet 


WB Yeats was one of the most 
famous patients to undergo an 
operation known as the 
Steinach procedure to tie the 
vas deferens - the tube linking 
the testicles with the penis. 
This produced a physiological 
form of celibacy said to stim- 
ulate sexual performance. In 
Yeats case it appears to have 
been successful as he became 
known to Dubliners as “Lhe 
gland old man". 

In a commentary on the 
Caerphilly study two specialists 
from Kings College School of 
Medicine, London pour cold 
water on the findings. They say 
that declining sexual activity 
could be a sign rather than a 
cause of ill health leading to 
death. “Sexual activity is down- 
stream in the direction of 
causality from disease.” 


... and a few drinks 
can be a good 
medicine, too 


Christmas drinkers can 
celebrate - modestly. 
Britain’s most famous 
medical researcher has 
concluded that alcohol is 
good medicine. 

Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, explains how it 
can prevent disease. 


There is now “massive evi- 
dence” that a couple of drinks 
a day is good for health, ac- 
cording to Sir Richard Doll, the 
UK’s most eminent epidemiol- 
ogist. 

It does not matter whether 
the drink is beer, wine or spir- 
its - it is the alcohol that con- 
fers the protective effect, 
principally by reducing heart 
disease and stroke. Two or 
three drinks a day is the ideal 
- cutting heart disease in men 
over 45 by a third - after which 
mortality starts to rise again be- 
cause of an increase in diseases 
associated with alcohol, such as 
cirrhosis of the liver and oral 
cancer. But only when con- 
sumption rises to seven drinks 
a day does mortality for the 
drinker exceed that for a 
teetotaller. 

The optimum level of drink- 
ing for women is somewhat 
lower, partly because of their 
smaller size but also because 
they have a lower risk of heart 
disease, greater susceptibility to 
liver. damage and a higher risk 


of breast cancer, which in- 
creases by 10 per cent for each 
drink additional to the optimum 
taken on average each day. A 
drink is equivalent to a half pint 
of beer, small glass of wine or 
single measure of spirits. 

There is no evidence that 
drinking reduces mortality in 
people under 45 who are at low- 
er risk of dying from heart dis- 
ease. Since drinking at all levels 
increases the risk of accidents, 
in younger people, this out- 
weighs any benefit to the heart 

Sir Richard, whose work 20 
years ago established the link 
between smoking and lung can- 
cer, says in the British Medical 
Journal , that there is no greater 
benefit from drinking wine, 
despite what some studies have 
shown. 

The apparent benefit de- 
rives from different styles of 
drinking. Wine drinkers tend to 
drink small amounts regularly, 
gaining the greatest benefit, 
while beer and spirit drinkers 
tend to binge on one or two days 
a week. 

Sir Richard concludes: “Peo- 
ple should be treated as adults 
and should be told the facts. 
These still need to be refined in 
detail but in broad outline they 
are quite dear. 

“In middle and old age, 
some small amount of alcohol 
within the range of one to four 
drinks each days reduces the 
risk of premature death, 
irrespective of the medium in 
which it is taken.” 


Agony and ecstasy 


Eat, drink and be meny tins 
Christmas and help psychologists 
count the cost of having a good 
time. At least 100 people are be- 
ing asked to help researchers at 
the University of Hull under- 
stand the relationship between 
drinking, laughter and health. 

One of the aims, according 
to Dr Geoff Lowe who spe- 
cialises in the study of pleasure 
and enjoyment, is to discover 
the extent to which the pleasure 
of eating and drinking is 

undermined by guilt. 

“Sometimes people con- 
sume enjoyable substances such 


as naughty but nice food and 
drink but feel guilty about it. 
Such feelings may contribute to 
ill health,” said Dr Lowe, 
adding that the study would 
“help establish which pleasur- 
able feelings are mixed up with 
guilt and the effect that has on 
health.” 

Dr Lowe’s research will 
involve volunteers watching a 
humorous video while drinking 
controlled amounts of alcohol 
to see if it enlivens laughter. 
Others will be given no alcohobc 
drinks while watching the same 
film. — Esther Leach 
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If in doubt, ask your hairdresser 
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Major likens Blair 
to Uriah Heep 



photograph: Rui Xavier: 


Robin Cook and Yasser Arafat, with his interpreter, answering questions 

leader and the Foreign Secretary, at which Mr Arafat reveal ed a breakthrough .n the M.ddle East peace pro 

Harman faces growing anger over disability cuts 


Tony Blair has been 
likened to the 
hand-wringing and 
ever-so-humble Uriah 
Heep, the Dickensian 
character, by John Major. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, watches as the 
former prime minister 
returns to the fray. 

One of the Prime Minister's key 
qualities, his ability to show and 
share his feelings, was con- 
demned out of hand by his pre- 
decessor, Mr Major, in an 
interview with The Spectator 
yesterday. 

Arguing that it would have 
been ludicrous to have apolo- 
gised for taking sterling into the 
European Exchange Rate 
Mechanism, as Chancellor, in 
1990, Mr Major said: “The idea 
of politicians apologising is sil- 
ly. Where does it end? 

“Look at Blair, apologising 
to the Irish - next, he’ll proba- 
bly apologise to the Italians. 
Then they wanted the Queen to 
apologise to all our former 
colonies. Should we have a 
weekly apology spot oa which 
Blair apologises to John 
Humphrys for not having any- 
thing to apologise about that 


week? Is Uriah Heep running 
the country? 

“As for Blair saying he was 
‘hurt’ after the Formula One 
row, he never seemed hurt 
about questioning the integri- 
ty of others. He shouldn’t have 
said it anyway. Politicians 
should never bare their emo- 
tions in public. 7 ' 

The interview coincided with 
an interview with Mr Blair in 
yesterday’s Sun - “his first 
Christmas interview as Pre- 
mier” -in which he said that the 
death of Princess Diana was the 
most terrible moment of his 
months in office. “Instinct sus- 
tained me through that difficult 
period,” he said. 

Mr Major also accused 
Labour of being too scared to 
make good long-term decisions. 
“This is where they will come 
unstuck," he said. “Labour lied 
to the middle classes. They 
made them all these promises of 
help and now, every day, they 
kick them in the pants. Brown's 
wholly unnecessary Budget was 
a disgraceful raid on pension 
funds. A higher rate of council 
lax and the abolition of Tessas 
is stupid and incredibly vindic- 
tive. They are completely out of 
touch with reality. 

“I have calculated that 
Labour is costing each middle- 
class family £700 a month. I sup- 


pose they think they are being 
macho. I suppose that’s why 
they refuse to bow to parlia- 
mentary opinion ..." 

As for his own party, Mr Ma- 
jor agreed that there were sec- 
tions of it that seemed to believe 
that its problems were mainly 
presentational. “They should be 
setting out dear policies,” he 
said, “on benefit reform par- 
ticularly. Labour, for instance, 
pretends to be pro-women but 
actually their policies are sex- 
isL The Government wants to 
pay family credit through the 
wage packet, which means it will 
too often go entirely to men. 

“These things are more im- 
portant than presentation. The 
voters will become sick of sliek- 
ness. It would be a terrible 
thing for the Tories to go in for 
slick trickery." 

He said that his long-term 
ambition was to see the party 
back in office as soon as possi- 
ble, and, asked whether that 
meant that he would not behave 
as Baroness Thatcher or Sir Ed- 
ward Heath had done, Mr Ma- 
jor said: “I'm not commenting 
on Mrs Thatcher.” 

Asked whether he believed 
people should publicly criticise 
their successors, he replied: “No. 
I don’t want to be seen as a twist- 
ed, bitter person who could nev- 
er get used to losing office.” 


Harriet Harman last night faced 
growing anger from her own 
backbenchers after refusing to 
rule out cuts in disability ben- 
efits as part of the Govern- 
ment's review of spending. 

The Social Security Secretary 
told an all-party group of MPs 
on the disabled that the review 


was not “cuts led” but she 
made it dear she was looking 
at ways of lightening up checks 
on some benefits, particularly 
incapacity benefit which has 
soared in cost to ESbn. 

Lord Ashley, the veteran 
Labour campaigner for the dis- 
abled. warned after (he meet- 


ing the Government was in for 
a long, angry and bitter battle 
if the disabled were targeted. 
“We asked Harriet Hannan 
for a categorical undertaking 
that there would be no cuts in 
disability benefits and she re- 
fused to give that” 

Ms Harman said her review 


was aimed at helping more dis- 
abled into work, and she would 
not defend the status quo. The 
Cabinet agreed to press on 
with the changes to the welfare 
state. Union leaders yesterday 
met the Prime Minister and 
voiced their concern over the 
political direction of the Gov- 


ernment. John Monks, TUC 
general secretary who led the 
delegation, said unions wanted 
a review of the welfare state, 
“but we don't want to see the 
most vulnerable people left 
out". 

- Colin Brown and 
Barrie dement 




Introducing the 3 60 LX, the latest 
generation of Handheld Computer from 
Hewlett Packard, which offers a faster 
processor, more memory and more 
features than ever before. 

The 360LX runs the new Windows 
CE Version 2, Microsoft's latest 
Handheld Computer Operating System 
which includes dramatic improvements 
to pocket Excel; Pocket Word, the 
comprehensive Outlook organising 
software; and introduces Pocket Power 
Point, so you can even do a presentation 
from the palm of your hand! 

Add a PCMCIA card into the slot 
provided and you can take advantage 
of the preloaded bFaxPro, Pocket 
Internet Explorer and In Box, so you’ll 
be able to fax, surf the net or even 
send E-mails, all from a machine that 
fits in your pocket! 

HEWLETT PACKARD 360LX 

HANDHBJ3 COMPUTER WNDOWS CE VERSION 2 

• 8M3RAM. • touch sensitive Wide 

• 10Mb ROM Screen 

• 60MHz processor. • PC docking station. 

• BackBtcfeptay. • PCMCIA card slot 

Dixo ns Peal 

£ 599.99 


BRITAIN’S FIRST 
WINDOWS CE 
VERSION 2 HANDHELD 
COMPUTER 
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Dewar is front-runner to be 
Scotland’s ‘First Minister’ 


jmKEfjoims 

• Four-year term; presiding officer like the Speaker derk-hke chief 
executive; Scottish executive - first minister with other ministers 
appointed by him/her; power to raise up to 3p on income tax; 
main funding through Scottish Consolidated Fund by UK 
government MPs with Scots seats will continue to be able to sit in 
Westminster but number of seats can be cut 

• Timetable: Royal Assent second half 1998: elections first half 
1999; Scots Parliament operational in 2000. 

• Rowers: Scots Parliament will control health, education, local 
government housing, social work, economic development, public 
bodies, tourism, air and sea transport criminal law. prisons, 
environment food standards, agriculture, sport and arts. 

• No power oven the Crown. UK Parliament UK Foreign policy; 
UK defence and national security; protection of bonders: UK 
economy; employment legislation; social security policy; regulations 
of professions including doctors; UK transport; abortion, human 
fertilisation, embryology; nuclear safety and licensing of cinemas. 

• The Scotland Bill confirms the overall supremacy of the 
Westminster Parliament and underpins the sovereignty of the 
Crown by ensuring that ail Scottish Bills have to Royal Assert from 
the Queen before becoming Acts. Scottish Secretary will act as 
liaison minister with the new Parliament, 

• It follows the lines set by the Governments White Paper in July 
But it does make several changes. These indude: allowing individuals 
to stand for election alongside political parties on the regional lists, 
used under the Parliament's new party list system of proportional 
representation; Ftiriiament will be able to pass legislation on 
dangerous dogs: membership of judicial committee, which is to settle 
disputes on Parliament's actions, adjusted to indude senior judges. 

• Members of the Scottish Pail lament (MSPsJ may wish they had 
power over mainline services - the Scottish Office officials missed 
the launch in Glasgow because their sleeper train was delayed by 
snowdrifts outside Carlisle. 


The Scotland Bill setting 
up the first Scottish 
Parliament in 300 years 
was hailed as a ‘radical’ 
and ‘historic* document 
by the Scottish 
Secretary, Donald 
Dewar. Colin Brawn, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says Mr Dewar is the 
front runner to become 
the ‘First Minister* of 
Scotland. 


Donald Dewar, the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, was firmly in 
the running to become the Hist 
Minister of Scotland after pub- 
lishing the Bill to create the first 
Scottish Parliament in 300 years. 

Mr Dewar and Robin Cook, 
the Foreign Secretary, were ru- 
moured to have met secretly 
over lunch to seal a Scottish ver- 
sion of the “Granita" pact in 
which Gordon Brown bowed to 
Mr Blair to run for the Labour 
leadership. It was claimed that 
Mr Cook would become First 
Minister while Mr Dewar opt- 
ed for the less powerful post of 
speaker of the new Scottish 
Parliament. 

Mr Dewar denied any pact, 
and sources dose to both Mr 
Dewar and Mr Cook made it 
clear yesterday that Mr Dewar 
was still veiy much in the run- 
ning for the post as chief min- 
ister in the executive for the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Mr Dewar has never con- 
cealed his ambition to stand in 
the Scottish Parliament and 
showed no sign of bowing to Mr 
Cook. 

The Foreign Secretary's 
friends said Mr Cook was “un- 
decided” about whether to 
stand for the Scottish Parlia- 
ment but was looking more 
likely he would opt to remain 
a key player in Westminster. 

They will have to make up 
their minds within the next 12 
months. Henry McLeish, the 
Scottish minister, said last night 
that the Labour Party will be- 
gin selecting candidates before 
the end of next year for the elec- 


tions in the first half of 1 999. It 
will be clear who is likely to be 
Labours choice as First Minis- 
ter before the Scottish voters go 
to the polls. 

“Basically, we are looking at 
a situation were there would be 
no overall control by one par- 
ty. The Labour Party will be the 
largest party but it will be less 
simple than having someone the 
Government wants who will go 
into that parliament as the First 
Minister.” he said. 

Mr Dewar said he was “elat- 
ed" to be unveiling the pro- 
posals today and was looking 
forward immensely to the com- 
ing months. 

The Bill’s 40,000 words and 
116 clauses fulfils Labour's 
manifesto commitment on de- 
volution and puLs into effect the 
referendum result supporting a 
parliament with powers to raise 
up t«' 3p in the pound in income 
tax. 

The Scottish National Party 


promised to give it a “fair, 
wind”, and it was broadly sup- 
ported by Scottish Liberal De- 
mocrats, but the Tories, who lost 
all Lheir seats in Scotland at the 
last election, threatened to fig ht 
it, unless the Government backs 
down and allows the legislation 
to be taken entirely on the 
floor of the Commons. 

The SNP said the Tories 
could upset their members in 
Scotland if they were seen to use 
their majority in the Lords to 
block the legislation. Michael 
Ancram, the Tory spokesman on 
constitutional affairs, warned 
that the talks between the op- 
position and government whips 
would have to deliver 
concessions. 

The site of the Scottish Par- 
liament will be announced ear- 
ly in the new year, and the 
salaries for Scottish MPs will be 
decided by the Scottish Secre- 
tary on advice- from the top 
Salaries review body. 


Inquiry urged into Tory ‘conflict of interest’ 


A Labour MP who forced 
William Hague to move one of 
his frontbenchers over an al- 
leged conflict of interests called 
for two more Tory spokesmen 
lo be investigated tty the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner for 
Standards, Sir Gordon Downey. 

Mr Hague switched Michael 
Pallon from the Trade and In- 
dustry portfolio id the Treasury 
after Denis MacShane. the MP 
for Rotherham, accused Mr 
Fallon of a conflict of interests 
in speaking on the minimum 


w agc Bill while acting as a paid 
adviser 1 . » nursing homes, whieh 
had low-paid staff. 

Mr Fallon switched portfo- 
lios with Tim Boswell, who was 
a junior Treasury spokesman for 
the Tory party. But Mr Mae- 
bhane yesterday asked Sir Gor- 
don to investigate a possible 
conflict of interest with Mr 
Bo well, a farmer, speaking on 
lhc minimum wage Bill "be- 
aK '> applied 10 agricultur- 
al wnrkers. He alsn sought an 
inquiry mm a possible conflict 


of interests by David Willetts, 
the Tories’ employment 
spokesman for alleged Nni« 
with a management consultan- 
cy involved in employment law. 

In a letter to Sir Gordon, he : 
said: “I believe there is a wider 
problem about Conservative 
shadow ministers who moon- 
light for employers or compa- 
nies who in nearly all cases will 
stand to win or lose financial- 
ly from much of the legislation 
passed by the House.” * 

— Colin Brown 
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Passions rise as Iran 
seeks new talks 
on death sentence 


With the return of 
European Union 
ambassadors to Tehran, 
the Iranian government 
hopes to re-start 
negotiations over the 
fbtwa against British 
author Salman Rushdie. 
But as Our 

Correspondent in Tehran 
hears from the new 
Iranian minister of 
Islamic Guidance, Seyyed 
Ataollah Mohajerani, the 
Rushdie affair has no 
simple solutions. 


Everyone in Tehran under- 
stands the equation. And both 
the Iranians and the European 
Union ambassadors are very po- 
lite at their talks about Salman 
Rushdie - because both ap- 
preciate the problems of the 
other. Western diplomats in 
Tfehran want a letter from the 
Iranians which effectively over- 
turns the late Ayatollah Khome- 
ini's fatwa against the author. 
The Iranians are prepared to 
put their names to a letter 
which says that they are not go- 
ing to IdQ Rushdie - but (hey wili 
not officially overturn a religious 
edict, lb do so could topple the 
new government of President 
Mohammad Khatami. Not to 
do so, in the eyes of the EU, is 
a re- affirmation of the death 
sentence. One day, Rushdie 
should write a novel about )L 

“It was announced official- 
ly that Iran will not execute any- 
one regarding this fatwa," 
Seyyed Ataollah Mohajerani 
told me in his new Islamic 
G of dance ministry. “But a fat- 
wa from a religions authority is 
not something to be cancelled 
by a government - and the gov- 
ernment of Iran cannot ignore 
it or cancel it ... the book [The 
Satanic Verses J is there and the 
people of the world have read 
iL Rushdie is still alive but 
Imam Khomeini has passed 
away -so ft's not possible to can- 
cel the fatwa." 

Mr Mohajerani, it should be 
said at once, is no conservative. 
One of the most liberal figures 
in the new Khatami govern- 
ment, he is a former vice- 
president for legal and parlia- 
mentary affairs, with a PhD in 


history and a belief in civil 
freedoms that almost cost him 
parliament's approval for his 
new job. Indeed, his48-rainute 
speech to the Iranian majlis this 
summer - strangely ignored in 
the West - contained some 
memorable passages on free- 
dom of speech. 

During his appearance, he 
was taunted for being “linked 
to liberals" and for proposing 
a dialogue with the United 
States - something which Pres- 
ident Khatami finally did last 
weekend. At one point, a ma- 
jlis deputy demanded to know 
if Mr Mohajerani would per- 
sonally kill Salman Rushdie if 
he came face-to-face with him. 
The future minister would not 
clarify his views on the matter. 
During the same hearing, how- 
ever. he stated baldly that 
“everybody who has accepted 
the Islamic Republic and our- 
country’s constitution ... must 
be subject to tolerance ... I con- 
demn the burning of book- 
shops, the beating of university 


BY ROBERT 
FISK 


lecturers and attacks on maga- 
zine offices.” 

In his conversation with me, 
Mr Mohajerani insisted that the 
fatnv was a religious decree. 
“Some religious leaders be- 
lieve that if someone has hu- 
miliated the Prophet, if he 
repents, he could be forgiven - 
this is a religious point of view.” 
he said. Was this some kind of 
message for the religious lead- 
ership? Would it not have been 
better for Iran, I asked, if the 
fatwa had never been issued? 
There was a sharp smile from 
Mr Mohajerani. “If the book 
bad not been written, there 
would have been no fatwa is- 
sued," he said. “The negotia- 
tions with the European Union 
[over the fatwa against Rushdie] 
were stopped when the EU 
ambassadors left [after a Ger- 
man court had blamed Iran’s re- 
ligious leadership for planning 
the murder of Kurdish dissi- 
dents in Berlin]. Now we hope 
we can restart negotiations," 
The Khatami government, of 
course, is well aware that the 15 


Khordad Foundation, which on 
12 February this year an- 
nounced an increase in the re- 
ward money for Rushdie’s 
murder - to £l/5ra - is an im- 
mensely powerful organisation 
with the support of the un- 
elected Spiritual Leader of Iran, 
Ayatollah All Khamenei. The 
foundation’s head. Ayatollah 
Shaikh Hassan Sanei, is a senior 
figure in the religious estab- 
lishment and the personal rep- 
resentative of Kham anej- In an 
interview with theJumhuri-ye Is- 
lami newspaper. Ayatollah 
Sanei announced that anyone - 
non-Muslim or even a body- 
guard of Rushdie’s - could 
claim the reward for killing the 
“apostate". 

A day after the increase in 
the reward for Rushdie's killing , 
a Revolutionary Guard state- 
ment published in the same 
newspaper claimed that “Mus- 
lims of the world have always 
considered Salman Rushdie an 
apostate and shall not rest un- 
til Imam Khomeini's order has 
been implemented." The then 
President, Ali Akbar Rafsanjani. 
tried to diminish the impact of 
these statements by talking 
about the 15 Khordad as “a 
non-governmental organisa- 
tion" whose decisions “have 
nothing to do with the govern- 
ment’s policies". Mr Rnfranjani 
even evinced ignorance of the 
Khordad's rationale. “I don't 
know what tbeir motive was," he 
said, “but the government’s 
policy towards [the Rushdie 
affair] is the same as before, and 
one which we have repeatedly 
announced." A request by The 
Independent to interview Aya- 
tollah Sanei, was politely de- 
clined by the 15 Khordad 
organisation. 

The truth is that the Rushdie 
affair is in danger of reigniting 
passions among the ultra-or- 
thodox clergy who were de- 
feated in last May’s presidential 
elections. When President 
Khatami’s supporters demand 
intellectual freedom, his polit- 
ical enemies now suggest that 
they wish to excuse The Satan- 
ic l-erses and contradict the 
word of the Ayatollah Khome- 
ini. Anyone who advocates in- 
tellectual freedom may now be 
linked to Rushdie. And. of 
course, the more Khatami's 
men condemn Rushdie’s book, 
the less liberal they appear in 
the West. 
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Salman Rushdie: ‘If the people of Iran were able to make their political will felt, you'd get a very different society* 


Photograph: Reuters 


‘People are very tired of the rule of the Imam' 


Salman Rushdie was 
sceptical yesterday about 
suggestions that the 
official Iranian position 
has softened, as 
Steve Crawshaw found. 

“My own attitude is: wait and 
see.” Rushdie told The Inde- 
pendent. “People seem very ea- 
ger to believe that change is 
taking place - on very scant ev- 
idence. I've become quite scep- 
tical of gentler announcements. 
They’re often followed by con- 
tradictions.” 

He was scathing, too, about 
the passing-tfae-buck argument 
-presented yet again by Seyyed 

WRITING IN 
ISLAM 


Mohajerani. minister of Islam- 
ic guidance — which suggests 
that a fatwa cannot be over- 
turned because Ayatollah 
Khomeini who issued the fat- 
wa. is no longer alive. “It's 
disingenuous. In every other as- 
pect of the Islamic republic, they 
talk about the unity of religion 
and politics The Iranians 
can always do things when they 
want to. We can get bogged 
down in areas of theological dis- 
cussion. If the Iranian state 
decides to gel rid of this prob- 
lem, it’s able to do so.” 

He was cautiously optimistic 
about the election of the new 
Iranian leader. President 
Khatami. “What it says to me 
is that people are getting very 


tired of the rule of the Imam. 
This was the greatest protest 
vote they could make 

“If the people of Iran were 
able to make their political will 
felt, you'd get a very different 
society.” 

But he seemed resigned to 
the fact that little has changed, 
so far. The return of the EU am- 
bassadors to Tehran was itself 
an indication that the status quo 
remains in force. “At the time 
when the EU withdrew its am- 
bassadors, it said they would 
only come back if the fatwa was 
withdrawn. But they have sent 
them back anyway.” 

Rushdie, still iinH^r threat of 
assassination because his Sa- 
tanic Verses offended the Iran- 


ian government, spoke of his 
disappointment that Britain, 
which takes over the presiden- 
cy of the European Union in 
11 days’ time, has failed to of- 
fer the moral support that he 
had hoped for. 

“Before Blair was prime 
minster, he was extremely sup- 
portive. He said: ’Any time I can 
do anything for you, don’t hes- 
itate to ask’.” 

Come the election, howev- 
er, Labour's warmth for the 
threatened author diminished. 
When Rushdie requested a 
meeting with Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, he was told 
there was “no need for such a 
meeting at this moment”. 

To which Rushdie observed: 


“I can’t think when there would 
be a better moment." 

Rushdie insists that a tough 
stance by the European Union 
- where Britain will be the ef- 
fective leader, for the next six 
months- is the only way of forc- 
ing Iran to soften its current po- 
sition. 

The Labour government 
preaches the need for an ethi- 
cal foreign policy, which pre- 
sumably includes the need not 
to kill people, according 10 
what books they have written. 
Rushdie believes that the Gov- 
ernment is not hostile to his po- 
sition. Equally, however, there 
is no sign of a tough new stance. 
“I keep asking for a policy — 
and there is no policy.” 


Extracts from Seyyed Moha- 
jerani 's speech 10 the Iranian par- 
liament on 20 August after which 
he hus elected - by a wry nar- 
row margin - to be Minister of 
Islamic Guidance: 

“Everybody who has accepted 
the Islamic Republic and our 
country's constitution and are 
living as Iranian citizens, must 
be subject to tolerance ... we 
should prepare the kind of en- 
vironment in which people fed 
able to express their ideas in dif- 
ferent ways in the Islamic 
Republic. 

“Here in this parliament, a 
writer [Dr Ahdol-Karim Sor- 
oush, a leading opposition in- 
tellectual! was talked about, and 
his name was used without re- 
spect- We can be against people's 
ideas but lhaL does not mean we 
should be allowed to insult them 
... we should criticise him in a 
respectable way ... 

“I think that the books I’ve 
written show ray sensitivity to- 
wards cultural invasion. How 
should I prove my sensitivity? 

I showed it by writing critically 
about the Satanic I irses on the 
very evening of February 14tb 
[1989] that the Imam’s fatwa 
[against Salman Rushdie] was 
announced over the radio ... 
The Imam was siill alive when 
1 started writing critically about 
this book in Etelaai newspaper. 

“My colleagues in the office 
saw how. after writing this ar- 
ticle, 1 collapsed in the office 
and couldn't move. The reason 
for this was that for about 44) 
days 1 couldn’t sleep more than 
half-an-hour at night because I 
believed it was so important to 
give an answer to this book ... 

I wrote a book about Rushdie 
which was translated into Ara- 
bic and English ... yet ... you 
won ’t find any kind of insults in 
this book of mine. 

“If Pm elected as the Islamic 
Guidance minister. 1 can tell you 
that I disagree almost totally 
with the way the ministry is be- 
ing run ... Islam is not like a 
small, dark alley in which man 
... hits his head against a wall 
and can't survive. Islam is like 
a highway, a road full of growth 
and happiness which a Muslim 
walks through all his lifc. - 
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10/PRESS CONDUCT 
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Fleet Street told to mind its own business 


The Press Complaints 
Commission has drawn 
up a new Code of 
Conduct for journalists 
following the death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 
Steve Boggon examines the 
code and asks editors 
whether it will make any 
difference . 

Lord Wikeham. the Commis- 
sion chair man , called the code 
‘‘the toughest in Europe" and. 
after the death of Diana, per- 
haps it had to be. There was si- 
lence from many Fleet Street 
editors last night as they di- 
gested its contents and envis- 
aged how. if at aJL, it would 
change life for their journalists. 
There are sure to be argu- 
ments about key parts of it. 

The code, which comes into 
effect on 1 January, concen- 
trates on 16 areas, from dis- 
crimination and financial . 
journalism to protecting sources 
and privacy. The most lighten- 
ing up occurs over privacy, ha- 
rassment, treatment of children 
and intrusion into grief. Added 
as a rider, as mitigation for ho- 
nourably breaking the tenets of 
the code, is a passage on what 
constitutes the public interest. 

On privacy it says: "Everyone 
is entitled to respect for his or 


her private and family life, 
home, health and correspon- 
dence. A publication will be ex- 
pected to justify intrusions into 
any individual's private life 
without consent" 

Use of long lenses is ruled 
out and it adds: “Note - Private 
places are public or private 
property where there is a rea- 
sonable expectation of privacy ” 
Such a definition is bound to 
cause problems. On harass- 
ment the code specifically bans 
persistent pursuit and re -em- 
phasises the responsibility of ed- 
itors to ensure material 
provided from outside sources 
is obtained in accordance with 
provisions of the code. 

The code emphasises the 
right of children at school to be 
free from unnecessary intrusion, 
bans payments to minors and 
provides protection for the chil- 
dren of the famous. It says the 
public interest includes detect- 
ing or exposing crime or a se- 
rious misdemeanour, protecting 
public health and safety and pre- 
venting the public being misled 
Reet Street hopes the code 
will deflect criticism it received 
after the death of Diana, when 
witnesses accused paparazzi on 
motorbikes of causing her dri- 
ver to crash. It has emerged that 
the driver, Henri Paul, was sev- 
eral times over the drink-drive 
limit and had taken prescription 



Diana in the spotlight. The media's alleged role in her death led to tough new measures Photograph: Andrew Buumnan 


drugs. Yet the press felt the need 
to tighten up its owa voluntary 
code rather than submit to leg- 
islation. Lord Wake ham said: “I 
am pleased that the industry has 
responded so positively to the 
recommendations which 1 put 


forward in September." Sir 
David English, chairman of the 
industry's Code Committee, 
said: "1 believe the important 
changes wc have made ... 
show that press self-regulatton 
can and does respond speedily 


to public concern. I am confi- 
dent that editors and journalists 
... will demonstrate their re- 
sponsibility in observing the 
new provisions." Andrew Marr, 
editor of The Independent, said 
it lixiked "reasonable on paper" 


hut was “ragged about the 
edges. It is a perfectly re- 
spectable architect's drawing 
rather than the building itself." 
he said. He was concerned, he 
said, to find how "a private 
place" would be defined. 
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and with due prominence. 

1. Attorney 

(it Newspapers and periodicals must 
lake care not to publish inaccurate. 
minting or distorted maienaL m- 
ehiding pictures. . 

(U| Whenever it is recognised that a 
significant inaccuracy, mislea ding 
statement or distorted report n3sbecn 
published, ii must be corrected pronu- 
oeniiv and with due prominence, 
tin) An apology must be published 
whenever appropriate. 

• liv) Newspaper* whilst free to be par- 
risaiL must distinguish dearly be- 
tween comment, conjecture and feet, 
(vj A newspaper or periodical must 
report fairly and accurately the out- 
come of an action for defamation to 
which it has been a party. 

2. Opportunity to reply 

A fair opportunity to reply to inac- 
curacies must be given to individu- 
als organisations when reasonably 
called for. 

•3. Privacy 

( i ) Everyone is entitled to respect for 
hk or her private and femfly life, 
borne, health and correspondence. 
A publication will be expected to jus- 
tify intrusions into any individual's 
private life without consent, 
lu) liie use of long-lens photogra- 
phy Lo take pictures of peopkf in pri- 
vate places without their consent is 
unacceptable. 

Note: Private places are public or pri- 
vate property where there is a rea- 
sonable expectation of privacy. 

*4. Harassment 

(i) Journalists and photographers 
must neither obtain nor seek to ob- 
tain information or pictures through 
intimidation, harassment or persis- 
tent pursuit. 

tifj They must not photograph indi- 
viduals in private places (as defined 
in danse 3 note) without their consent; 
must not persist in telephoning, ques- 
tuning, pursuing orphoipgraphipgiD- 
dtvtdiials after having been asked to 
desist: must not remain on their prop" 

erty after having been asked to leave 

and must not follow them. 

< HI) Editors roust ensure that those 
working for them comply with these 
requirements and must not publish 
material from other sources which 
does not meet these requirements. 

5. Intrusion into grief or shock 
In cases involving grief or shock, en- 
quiries must be carried out and ap- 
proaches made with sympathy and 
discretion. Publication must be han- 
dled sensitively, but this should not 
be interpreted as restricting the 
right to report judicial proceedings. 

*6. Children 

[it Young people should be free to 
complete their time at school with- 
out unnecessary intrusion. 

(ii) Journalists must not inierview or 
photograph children under the age 
of 16 on subjects involving the wel- 
fare of the child or of any other child, 
in the absence of or without the con- 
sent of a parent or other adult who 
is responsible for the children. 

(in) Pupils must not be approached 
or photographed while ul school 
without the permission of the school 
authorities. 

liv) There must be no payment to 
minors for materia} uimhing the wel- 
fare of children nor payment to par- 
ents or guardians for material alxmt 
their children or wards unless it is 
demons! rabiy in the child’s interest. 
<y) Where material about the private 
life of a child is published, there must 
be justification for publication oth- 
er than Ihe feme, notoriety or posi- 
tion of his or her parents or guanfiaa. 

7. Children in sex cases 
1 . The press must not. even where 
the law does not prohibit it. identi- 
fy children under lb wtu are involved 
in cases concerning sexual offences, 
whether as victims or as witnesses. 
1 In any press, report of a case in- 
voking a wboeiI offence against a child: 
(ijThc child must not be identified. 
Ifi) The adult may be identified. 

(iii) The word “incest' must not be 
used where a child victim might be 
identified. 


tiv) Can: must be ohm that noth- 


child. 

*8. Listening devices ' 

Journal** must not obtain or pub- 
Ijsh material obtained by clandestine 
likening devices or by intertepung 

private telephone wnvereawm • 

*9. Hospitals - 

(ft Journalists or photographers 
iakhig enquiries at bospilaJfi am 
Oar institutions most identify them- 

sfNcs 10 a responsible cxecutivt and 

obtain permission before entering 
□on-public areas. • 

(iftTlrertsstnctKHisonmfiiHfinginiD 

privacy arc paiticularty to - . 

enquiries about individuals in hos- 
pitals or similar institutions. 

*10. Innocent relatives and Mends 
The press must avoid identifying rd- - 

atiws or friends of pwsems convict- 
ed or accused of crime without 
their consent. 

•11. Misrepresentation 

(i) Journalists must not gfirnamly ob- 
tain or seek to obtain information or 
pictures through misrepresentatura 
or subterfuge. 

(ii) Documents or photographs 
should be removed only with thecco- 
sent of the owner. 

(iii) Subterfuge can be justified orny 
in the public interest and only when 
material cannot be obtained by any 
other means. 

12 . Victims °f sernal assault 

The press must not identify victims of 
assaul t or publish material Ito- 
[y io contribute to such identification 
unless there is adequate justific ati on 
and, by law, they are free to do so. 

13. Discrimination 

(i) The press must avoid prejudicial 
or pejorative reference to a penon’s 
race, colour, religion, set or sexual 
orientation or to any physical or men- 
tal illness or disability. 

(ii) It must avoid publishing details 
of a person’s race, colour, religion, 
sexual orientation, physical or men- 
tal Alness or disability unless these are 
directly relevant to the stoTy. 

•14. Financial journalism 

(i) Even where the law does not pro- 
hibit it, journalists must not use for 
their own profit financial information 
they receive in advance of its general 
publication, nor should they pass sxh 
information IO others. 

(h ) They must not write about shares 
or securities in whose performance 
they know that they or their dose fam- 
ilies have a significant financial in- 
terest, without disdnangtheinterest 
to the editor or finwnri.il editor. 

(iii) They must not buy or reH either 
dirixtlv " or through nominees or 
agents^ shares or securities about 
which they have written recently or 
about which they intend to write in 
the near future. 

15. Confidential sources 
Journalists have a moral obligation 
to protect confidential sources. 

•16, feyntent for articles 
(ft Payment or offers of payment for 
stories or information must not be 
made directly or through agents to 
wimeses or potential witnesses in cur- 
rent criminal proceedings except 
where the material concerned ought 
to be published in the public inter- 
est and there is an overriding need 
to make or promise to make a pay- 
ment for this to be done. Journalists 
must take every possible step to en- 
sure that no financial dealings have 
influence on the evidence that those 
wiuiesses may give. (An editor au- 
thorising such a payment must be pre- 
pared to demonstrate that there is a 
legitimate public interest at stake in- 
volving mature that the public has a 
right to know. The payment or, 
where accepted, the offer of payment 
to any witness who is actually died 
io enr evidence must be disdosed to 
the prosecution and the defence and 
the witness should be advised of this:) 

(ii) Payment or offers of paymeot for 
stories, pictures or information, 
must not be made directly or through 
agents to convicted or confessed 
criminals or to their associates -who 
may indude femfly, friends and col- 
leagues - except where the materi- 
al concerned ought to be published 
in the public interest and payment 
is necessary for this to be done. 

*TTk pubfic interest 
There may ix; exceptions io clauses 
marked * where they can be demon- 
strated to be in the public interest 

1. The public interest indudes: 

f i 1 Delecting or exposing crime or 
a serious misdemeanour. 

(ii) Protecting public health and 
safety. 

(iii) Preventing the public from be- 
ing misled ty some statement or ac- 
tion of an individual organisation. 

2. In any case where the public in- 
terest is invoked, the PCC will re- 
quire a full explanation bv the editor 
demonstrating bow the' public in- 
terest was served. 

3 In cases involving children editors 
must demonstrate an - exceptional 
pubix: interest Io override the normally 
paramour I interests of the child. 
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Hindley must 
stay in jail for 
rest of her life 


Myra Hindley, the 
Moors murderer, is to 
spend the rest of her 
life in jail after High 
Court judges ruled 
yesterday that the 
Home Secretary's 'life 
meant life* decision was 
lawful. But, says Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, the 
judgment was 
overshadowed by an 
embarrassing leak. 

An investigation began yes- 
terday into the source for a 
tabloid newspaper story de- 
claring that Hindley had lost 
her case - published hours be- 
fore the verdict was 
delivered 

The Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Bingham, who gave the 
main judgment, said ii was 1 ‘ut- 
terly unacceptable" that par- 
ties involved in a case should 
learn of the decision through 
a newspaper article. 

He asked barristers for 
Hindley - who is appealing 
against the judgment -and the 
Home Secretary to find out 
bow the leak had occurred 

Assuming the Daily MaiTs 
story yesterday was not simply 
a lucky guess, the leak of the 
judgment in such a high-pro- 
file case is an embarrassment. 
The investigation ordered by 
the Lord Chief Justice win cov- 
er the narrow group of people 
with access to the advance 
copy; the barristers, junior 
counsel and instructing solic- 
itors on either side. 

Airy lawyer found to have 


leaked such a judgment could 
face contempt of court pro- 
ceedings and disciplinary ac- 
tion from the Bar Council or 
Law Society. 

By convention, the clients 
- Hindley and the Horae Sec- 
retary Jack Straw - should be 
told just one hour before the 
judgement is delivered. 

Yesterday, the Home Of- 
fice said it had “no idea" 
where the leak came from. 
Hindlcy's QC, Edward 
Fitzgerald, told the court that 
none of her legal team had 
spoken to or been approached 
by journalists, and said the im- 
plication in the tabloid story 
Lhat her lawyers may have 
been the source were poten- 
tially defamatory. The Daily 
Mail said it got the story 
through “entirely legitimate 
journalistic methods 

In the judgement, the three 
judges unanimously rejected 
Hindley's claims that first 
Michael Howard then Mr 
Straw last month had unlawfully 
given her a “whole life" tariff, 
after she had earlier been giv- 
en a provisional 30-year tariff. 
Giving judgment. Lord Bing- 
ham ruled that Mr Howard's 
December 1994 decision that 
effectively ruled out hope of re- 
lease for life tariff prisoners had 
been unlawful. 

But Mr Straw's modified 
policy, announced last month, 
under which prisoners who 
show “exceptional progress" 
could have their case re- 
viewed, was held to be lawful. 
However, Lord Bingham said 
he was “uneasily conscious” 
that a wider question was not 
being considered. “There is 
room for serious debate [as to] 
whether the task of deter- 



People’s justice: An anti-Hindley demonstrator outside the High Court yesterday Photograph: Ben Curtis 


mining how long convicted 
murderers should serve ... 
should be undertaken by the ju- 
diciary' or, as now, the execu- 
tive." 

The Lord Chief Justice said 
that Hindley, who was jailed in 
1966 for the murders of Les- 


ley Ann Downey. 10. and Ed- 
ward Evans, 1 7. felt she was in 
prison simply because no 
Home Secretary dared face the 
backlash of releasing her. 

Mr Pannick said that if 
Hindley now wanted her case 
reviewed on the grounds of 


“exceptional progress", the 
Home Secretaiy would con- 
sider the matter. 

Lord Longford, who has 
campaigned for Hindley’s re- 
leases on parole, said her im- 
prisonment for life was 
“iniquitous". Winnie Johnson. 


the mother of Keith Bennett, 
one of three other victims of 
Ian Brady and in whose mur- 
der Hindley admitted her in- 
volvement in 1987, said she was 
“pleased" by the decision but 
angered by Hindley’s constant 
right to appeal. 


Jailed former M 16 
agent may try to 
publish secrets 


A former MI6 officer was 
jailed for a year 
yesterday for unlawfully 
disclosing information 
about his work. But his 
imprisonment may not 
stop the 'secrets* being 
published, says Jason 
Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent. 

Richard Tomlinson, a 34-year- 
old Cambridge graduate, yes- 
terday became the first MI6 
agent to be jailed under official 
secrets legislation since the So- 
viet spy George Blake. 36 years 
ago. 

Tomlinson, who joined M16 
in 1991 and was dismissed in 
1995, admitted passing a synopsis 

of a proposed book about his ex- 
periences in the Secret Intelli- 
gence Service (SISJ to an 
Australian publisher. He kept de- 
tails of his proposed book in se- 
cret files on several computers. 

Lawyers for MI6 argued 
that the information contained 
damaging information about 
operations and agents obtained 
by Tomlinson while working 
for the agency in Moscow, 
Bosnia and London. 

Passing sentence at the Old 
Bailey the Recorder of London. 
Sir Lawrence Vemey, said; 
“You showed a determination 
to publish information which 
you knew is actually and po- 
tential harmful to the public in- 
terest It remains the duty of the 
Court Lo pass a sentence which 
may deter others from pursuing 
the course that you chose to 
pursue." 

“We are sadly conscious that 
it may not deteryou," he added. 
This last reference is due to the 
feet that once Tomlinson has 
completed his sentence -he will 
probably serve another four 


months in jail — there is nothing 
stopping him going to a foreign 
country, such as Australia, and 
publishing his experiences in a 
repeat of the Spycatcher affair. 

He is the first person to be 
prosecuted under the 1989 
Official Secrets Acl The court 
beard that Tomlinson had con- 
tacted Transworld Publishers in 
Australia after becoming bitterly 
disillusioned following his dis- 
missal from SIS. His attempt to 
claim unfair dismissal through 
an industrial tribunal was 
blocked by Malcolm Kilkind. 
then Foreign Secretary. 

Nigel Sweeney, prosecut- 
ing, said that Tomlinson wrote 
to SIS saying that his treatment 
by the agency “made the for- 
merly unthinkable step of con- 
tacting a hostile power as 
something I think of daily." 

He also threatened to pub- 
lish the book on the Internet, 
but later said it was a bluff. 

Last February he signed an 
agreement with M16 not to 
publish anything in return fora 
cash payment and help in find- 
ing work. SIS also arranged for 
some sessions with a psychia- 
trist But in April he flew again 
to Australia to find a publisher 
for his book and told a com- 
missioning editor that he want- 
ed to reveal the “unscrupulous 
and immoral" actions of MI 6. 

He was arrested on 31 Oc- 
tober by Metropolitan Police 
Special Branch at his home in 
Milton Keynes where they 
found copies of the book and 
chapters on a personal com- 
puter and a larger machine at 
his home. A second computer 
with a copy of the 'book was 
stolen, although MI6 is sus- 
pected of being responsible. 

John Vlbdham, Tomlinson's 
solicitor, said after the case 
that his “only crime was lo 
produce the synopsis of a book 
which was never published". 







MINOLTA 


A watertight case for the Vectis 25. 








ra Few cameras can stand up to a sudden 
downpour or cake kindly to a poolside splashing. 

The Vectis 25 will, however. It resists water 
like a duck’s back, so you can take it with you to 
places few cameras have dared to go before. 

And you won’t fed weighed down carrying 
it there either. 

Being little bigger than an audio cassette, it 
can easily be slipped straight into your pocket or 
your handbag. 

And when you’re ready to take a picture 
vou will have all the advantages of the new 
Advanced Photo System to make life simple. 

JOi Real mind blowing technology. 

Remember when it took an age just to load 


a film? Well, with the Vectis 25, it 

Unique zoom lens design. 


takes just seconds. 

m You simply open the 




\k3 


film chamber, drop in the film, and 
you’re all set to start shooting. You’re even given 


a choice of three photo formats, so you can pick 
the one that best suits the subject you see in 
your viewfinder. 


-1 group lens design, with 4 aspheric lens 
^^‘"^isurlaces, has been incorporated into the 
Vectis 25. Offering you 2.5x zoom ratio. Exactly 
what you need to get great results. 

In fact, with the Vectis 25 
you’ll never have to keep your 
fingers crossed, ever. 

This new technology 
virtually guarantees it. 

Getting in the right 
mode for the shot. 

No matter whar you’re 
shooting you can set the 
camera so that you’re sure to 
get it right even' time. 

In Auto Mode all the 
camera functions operate 
automatically. So whether 
you’re taking a landscape or a 
close-up this wifi take total 
care of the technical side. 

You simply concentrate 
on the composition. 

But should you prefer to 
be more creative, with the 



From 30mm 



to 50mm 



Nothing could be more straightforward, 

nor more rewarding. 

Especially as Minolta’s exclusive 4-element, 


to 75mm Zoom 

Vectis 25 you can select precisely the right 
programme to suit the subject. 

IdUl In Portrait Mode the lens automatically 
zooms to give you "waist up’ framing. 


Set it to "Close-Up’ and you can be in 
as close as 40cm to your subject. §9 Decide on 
Night Portrait Mode and you're able to make the 
very most of bright background highlights. 

m And if you switch to 
Landscape Mode you're able 
to take sharper landscape and 
night scene photographs. 

S3 Then there’s the bui/c 
in auto-flash which also 
offers you a choice of modes: 
"FiU-in Flash’, Flash Cancel 
and Red- Eye Reduction. 

Exactly the right specs 
for glasses. 

The Vectis 25 has a feature 
especially helpful for those 
who wear glasses. 

Called the Long Eye 
Relief Viewfinder it makes 
viewing and framing more 
easy and comfortable. The 
entire subject image can be 
seen in the viewfinder, even 
with the camera held up to 
an inch away from your eye. 

And, «'c should add, there are a couple 
of advantage* you enjoy after you’ve taken 
your pictures. 


The Vectis 25 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System cameras from £69.99 to £499.99. 

Minolta tUK) Limited, Precedent Drive, Roofcslcv. Milton Kcyiies, MK13 SHV. 




Vectis 10 



Vectis 20 


When you get your pictures back you wifi 
receive an Index Print; a sheet containing 
positives of all the pictures on your roll. So you 
are able to see every picture you took 
dearly on one print. 

Bl The Vectis 25 also offers a 
totally new dimension to your 
picture -taking. Called Select Title 
Ba ckprin ring, it enables you to 
record on the back of vour picture 
any one of thirty pre-set messages, 
for example ‘Happy Birthday'. 

And w’hat's more, you can do it 
in any one of twelve languages. 

ESI It will even record for you 
the exact rime and date your pictures 
were taken. 

What more could one possibly 



Vectis 25 



Vectis 30 



Vectis 40 

ask of a camera, except possibly its price? And 
that, amazingly, is just £199.99. 


veCt/s 



Only from the mind of Minolta. 
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Revamped 
Louvre dusts 


off its fusty 
old image 


Sixteen years ago 
President Francois 
Mitterrand decreed that 
the dusty, musty old 
Palais du Louvre should 
be opened up to the light 
and air. Today, President 
Chirac opens the last 
stage of a £600m 
expansion and re-design 
which makes the Louvre 
one of the largest, and 
most modem, art 
museums in the world. 


BY JOHN 
LICHFIELD 


It has taken 206 years but the 
ambition of the revolutionaries 
who evicted the French royal 
family from the Louvre in 1791 
has finally been achieved. From 
today, the entire, immense, lob- 
ster-shaped complex beside the 
Seine will be opened to the pub- 
lic - an artistic city within a city 
in Lhe heart of Paris. 

More than 10,000 square 
metres of new' exhibition space 
will be reopened, mostly in the 
older, eastern part of the 
Palace, the Sully Wing. The mu- 
seum's vast collection of Greek. 
Roman and Egyptian art and 
artefacts will be displayed ful- 
ly for the first time, making the 
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Louvre the world's second 
largest museum of Egyptology. 

Apart from a few f inishin g 
touches, the internal rebuilding 
and re-fitting of the Louvre or- 
dered by President Mitterrand 
in 1981 will be complete. 

A new, underground en- 
trance halL topped by a con- 
troversial glass pyramid, was 
opened in 1989. The artistic 
colonisation of the northern, 
Richelieu, wing - occupied by 
the Ministry of Finance for 170 
years - was finished in 1993. 

The final stage, also includ- 
ing a restored “long gallery" for 
Italian and some French 16th- 
and 17th-century paintings, will 
be opened by President Jacques 
Chime today. 

Although hugely expensive, 
the restoration of the Louvre is 
already a thumping, public suc- 
cess. Since work began in the 
mid 1980s, the number of visi- 
tors has double to more than 
5,000,000 a year. The “old" 
Louvre was a labyrinth of dusty 
rooms with cramped and jum- 






Sneak preview: Visitors attend an early viewing of the wooden sarcophagus of Marcus Anti nous which will be on show In the refurbished Louvre galleries 


Photograph: AFP 


bled displays, defended by leg- 
endarity grumpy attendants. 

The average visit time was 
scarcely more than an hour 
(typically spent searching for 
the Mona Lisa) compared to 
three hours in comparable 
museums around the world. 

The re-modelled Louvre 
is larger, more spacious but 
easier to navigate and has a 
revolutionary system of indi- 


rect. natural lighting, using 
mirrors and ultra-violet fil- 
ters to reveal, but protect, the 
works of art. 1 ( also has an un- 
derground car-park, lecture- 
theatre, shopping-centre and 
several restaurants. 

Among the works on dis- 
play for the first time, will be 
a restored statue of the Em- 
press Sabina, wife of the Em- 
peror Hadrian (2nd century 


AD), parts of which were lost 
at the bottom of the Mediter- 
ranean until two years ago. 
The ship bringing the statue to 
France, from an archeological 
dig near Carthage, caught tire 
and sank off Toulon in 1874. 
Pans of the statue were rc- 
covered hut not the head. 

A diving team recovered 
the missing items in 1995 and 
the rebuilt statue will go on 


public display from tomor- 
row. most probably for the first 
time in nearly 2.000 years. 
Another of the displays con- 
tains a painted wooden sar- 
cophagus of Marcus Antinous, 
a friend of Hadrian who 
drowned in the Nile. 

The centrepiece of the 30 
new rooms devoted to ancient 
Egyptian artefacts will be an 
immense stone head of the 


Pharaoh Amenophis IV. Else- 
where, an almost entire interi- 
or of a 4th-century Coptic 
church - presented to France by 
the Egyptian government - has 
been reassembled in a former 
amphitheatre. It is thought to 
be the only churdvwithin-a-mu- 
seura in the world. 

The “Great gallery" for 
16th and 17th-century paint- 
ings, restored to its full 300-me- 


tre glory (the length of three 
football pitches) will include’ 
works from the museum “re- 
serve" not displayed before. 
They indude The Annociation 
by Giorgio Vasari and CamiUe 
delivering the school-master to 
his pupils", by Nicolas Poussin. 

The new galleries will be 
open from today and free to 
the public on Sunday and 
Monday from 6pm to 10pm. 


Germany learns to love its bothersome poet 


On Heinrich Heine’s 
200th birthday, Germany 
is at last learning to love 
her troublesome poet. 
Yet Imre Karacs finds that 
celebrating the life of 
the apostle of self-hating 
Germans still stirs 
controversy. 


“Oh Germany! Land of oaks 
and stunted minds!" - Is it any 
wonder that the nation thus 
greeted by one of its greatest 
poets still does not see why it 
should feel flattered? 

For two centuries Germans 
have been frying to come to 
terms with Heinrich Heine, the 
genius who loved his country so 
much he could not bear to live 
there. What is one to make of 
the Jew who embraced Luther, 
only to renounce the profes- 
sional career lubricated by his 
conversion? Or the revolu- 
tionary who hated all dogma 
and was sickened by the smell 
of blood? 

Heine drank from the cups 
of a wide range of philosophers, 
but discarded them all in his 
eternal quest for Utopia. He 
was a patriot who mocked na- 
tionalists. a romantic who de- 
nounced romanticism, a 
Francophile who held French- 
men inferior to Germans - the 
“strongest and most intelligent 
nation". It was he who proph- 
esied the destructive power of 
a fanatic people mesmerised by 
legends of the super-human. 

Heine was, in the words of 
Germany’s President, Roman 
Herzog, a “bothersome 
thinker". So bothersome, that 


for the entire history of united 
Germany, the country's rela- 
tionship to the poet - dead or 
alive - has been a mirror image 
of its own state of health. He 
and his works suffered under 
tyranny: tyrants withered under 
the invective of his prove. 

Mr Herzog spoke earlier 
this month at the climax *»t' an 
orgy of Hein-: events marking 
the 20Uth anniversary of the 
poet's birth. The President was 
addressing a gathering of the 
great and the good in Heine's 
home town. Diisseldort. at the 
university named after l lie poet. 

This civic pride - if such ex- 
ists - is a very recent phenom- 
enon. The last time Germany 
tried to honour "Harry" 25 
years ago. the professors of 
Dus&eldorfs musty university 
took a vote on changing its 
name, and chose the reac- 
tionary path. 

That was in 1972. fouryears 
alter the great student revolts, 
and scholars baulked at the 
prospect of having a revolu- 
tionary's Dame on their pay 
cheques. 

At last Dusseldorf has ex- 
tended its arms to the spectre 
of its prodigal son. The German 
fashion capital's university now 
bears the name of the poeL 
There is a Heine Institute, a 
plaque depicting the stormy 
love affair between Heine and 
Germany was unveiled last 
week, and the city boasts a flour- 
ishing industry in Heine mem- 
orabilia. 

Even practitioners nf the 
physical sciences are unable to 
stay aloof from all the fuss. The 
hero of the hour is Dr Wolfgang 
Huckenbeck of the local Insti- 
tute of Forensic Medicine who. 



Love and hate: Heinrich 
Heine loved his country so 
much he could not bear to 
live there and made his 
name by pouring scorn on 
his countrymen. Despite - 
recent efforts to 
rehabilitate his memory, 
scandal continues to follow 
his name 


upon analysing a lock of Heine’s 
hair discovered elevated levels 
of lead. 

So Heine’s hair bad 133 
times the normal amount of 
lead, but no mercury, with 
which be was supposed to have 
been treated for syphilis. The 
implication is that Heine might 
have been murdered, possibly 
by his jealous wife, Mathilde, 
though Dr Huckenback admits 
that a list of possible suspects 
would run into millions: the of- 
fended German nation. 

But away from trivia, and on 
to real controversy. For, in true 
reflection of Heine’s enduring 
scandal value, a stamp issued in 
his honour did cause a furore. 
There was nothing wrong with 
the stamps, but at the edge of 
the blocks of them the design- 
ers had drawn little Germanic 
runes; the ancient symbols of 
birth and death. These, it 
turned out, bad been greatly in 
fashion in the period between 
l q 39 and 1945, and were used 


to adorn the commemorative is- 
sue marking the assassination in 
1942 of SS General Reinhard 
Hevdrich. The Post Office with- 
drew the Heine stamps in a hur- 

ry- 

The incident was judged to 
have been in very bad taste, par- 
tkulariy in view of the tribulations 
suffered by Heine’s golden words 
at the hands of the Nazis. In 1933. 
Heine books ended up on the 
same pyre as Marx for similar 
reasons: both had been bolshie 
Jews. Heine’s conversion at the 
age of 27 cut no ice with Hitler. 

But even the Nazis could not 
resist the poet’s charms. Some 
of his work survived in school 
textbooksof the era. *' Loreley ’’. 
a haunting poem encapsulating 
the mythical magnetism of the 
Rhine, gave pleasure to millions 
of Hitler Jugend, who probably 
never guessed the true identi- 
ty of “author unknown". 

After the war. East Germany 
adopted Heine as the champi- 
on of the toiling masses, while 


West German schoolchildren 
were taught that he had been 
known for his biting criticism of 
all things German. 

To which Heine might have 
replied, as he had written a cen- 
tury before: “Paris is the new 
Jerusalem, and the Rhine is the 
river Jordan which divides the 
land of freedom from the coun- 
try of the Philistines.” 

in his speech. President Her- 
zog lauded Heme's “corrosive 
criticism’’ and invited contem- 
porary intellectuals to learn 
from his example. Without such 
men, he said, “society will with- 
er away”. And a little wit and 
humour of the Heine variety 
would not go amiss, either, the 
President remarked in rather 
pointed fashion. 

It seems that 200 years on, 
Germany could just about cope 
with Heine, though whether 
Heine would be able to suffer 
his armchair-bound compatri- 
ots today can never be 
answered. 
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Korea elects 
dissident as 
president 


After receiving the 
biggest-ever emergency 
bail-out by the IMF, 
South Koreans scored 
another first this morn- 
ing - the election of an 
opposition president. 
Richard Lloyd Parry in Seoul 
wonders whether Kim 
Dae Jung can be trusted 
with the world's most 
out-of-control economy. 


A new 'and uncertain political 
era will begin in Seoul this 
morning when, as now seems 
guaranteed. Kim Dae Jung be- 
comes the first opposition politi- 
cian to be elected president of 
South Korea. 

With two-thirds of the votes 
counted, Mr Kim held a small 
but consistent lead at the end 
of a election in which unin- 


spiring campaigning was over- 
shadowed by Korea's deepening 
economic crisis. By 2am, Mr 
Kim had won almost 40 per 
cent, compared to 38 per cent 
by his dose rival, the ruling par- 
ty candidate, Lee Hoi Chang, 
who trailed by 1 or 2 per cent 
throughout die count The third 
of the leading candidates. Rhee 
In Je, a former member of the 
ruling party who split its sup- 
port had 19 per cent of the vote. 

“Right now I can't feel this 
victory in my bones," Mr Kim 
told members of his parly, the 
National Congress for New 
Politics (NCNPJ, early this 
morning. “The world is watch- 
ing us and if we can’t properly 
transfer power, it will affect the 
way. the world looks at us. Even 
if I am elected, hardships con- 
front us.” 

Opinion polls had for weeks 
predicted a close vote, but in 
previous elections, Korean vot- 
ers have swung at the last 
minute towards the ruling par- 
ty. This conservative tendency 
appears to have been cancelled 


out by popular anger over the 
sudden collapse of the econo- 
my. 

Mr Kim is a political institu- 
tion in South Korea, a former 
dissident and political prisoner, 
who escaped execution and as- 
sassination under South Korea's 
military dictators. 

He had stood and lost in 
three previous presidential elec- 
tions. and more than once an- 
nounced his permanent 
retirement from politics. 

In a country previously dom- 
inated by conservatives, Mr 
Kim is regarded as something 
of a radical. But, apart from the 
symbolic value of an opposition 
victory - in a country in which 
democracy is only 10 years old 
- serious doubts remain about 
his ability to rescue the coun- 
try from the grave economic cri- 
sis into which it has sunk. 

Last month. South Korea 
became the latest and biggest 
victim of the wave of currency 
devaluations which have swept 
East Asia since the summer. In 
the space of a few weeks, the 
stock market has plunged and 
the Korean won has lost half its 
value, although the decline 
slowed this week th anks to a 
I57bn bail out by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund. 

The rescue package is con- 
ditional on a set of harsh re- 
forms which will almost 
certainly result in further bank- 
ruptcies and rising unemploy- 
ment over the next year, and it 
has been denounced by trade 
unions, business associations 




EU freezes £5m Tibet aid 
after aid worker is excluded 




The European Union has frozen 

a £5m development project in 
Tibet after the authorities in ef- 
fect expelled a British aid work- 
er from Lhasa by refusing to 
renew her work permit. 

Sir Leon Brittan, vice-pres- 
ident of the European Com- 
mission. will postpone signing 
the final agreement for the 
7.6m Ecu Panam project while 
officials try to establish why a 
Save the Children Fund (SCF) 
education expert has been 
forced to leave Tibet. 

“We’ve stopped the admin- 
istrative procedures in their 
tracks until we have clarified 
what happened,” said a mem- 
ber of Sir Leon’s office yester- 
day. The agreement’ had been 
due for signing before Christ- 
mas. 

The 30-year-old British aid 
worker, who SCF requested 
not be named, had been based 
in Tibet for three years, im- 
proving village education in 
poor rural areas. Since she left 
for a holiday in July, she has 
been allowed back for only one 
week, with no explanation from 


the authorities over why they 
will not renew her work permit. 
“If SCF can't operate in Tibet, 
if non-governmental organisa- 
tions cannot operate in Tibet, 
then the whole raison d'etre of 
the Panam project is in question. 
There is no doubt about that,” 
said the official. 

Sir Leon and his office were 
unaware of SCFs visa problem 
until it was reported in The 
Independent this week, even 
though the British charity last 
month informed the EU of the 
block. Efforts arc now being 
made by the EU to find out 
what has happened. 

The British charity runs ed- 
ucation and environmental 
health programmes in Tibet, 
where it has worked since 1991. 
The dc facto expulsion of its only 
expatriate aid worker in Tibet 
threatens the EU project be- 
cause SCF was the most obvi- 
ous NGO to be involved in 
Panam. an ambitious integrat- 
ed irrigation, health and edu- 
cation plan for a region 200km 
south wesl of Lhasa. 

— Teresa Poole 


Rescuers hunt missing plane 


Place of pilgrimage: A girl lights a candle at the Church of Nativity, on what is believed to be the site 
of Jesus's birthplace, as Bethlehem prepares for an influx of visitors Photograph: Jacqueline Larma 


Greek rescue teams struggling to overcome rugged terrain cov- 
ered with snow and low cloud had failed by nightfall yesterday 
to find a missing Ukrainian airiinerwith 70 people aboard. Search 
teams stretched across a mountainous region to the south-west 
of Salonika scaled back operations as darkness felL 

The Russian-built Yakovlev-42 plane disappeared from radar 
screens late on Wednesday as it prepared to land at Salonika af- 
ter a flight from Kiev via Odessa. 


Brakes put on MEPs’ gravy train 


Jamaican voters box clever 


and nationalist groups. 

Last week, Mr Kim provoked 
a plunge in the markets when 
he said that he would renego- 
tiate the terms of the deal if he 
was elected. 

He later signed a statement 
with Jus fellow candidates 
giving the IMF his full support, 
but the suspicion lingers that 
the deal is less safe in his 
hands than it would have been 
in those of Mr Lee. 


Euro MFs. the buu of much 
public criticism for their lavish 
allowances and salaries, are 
facing pre-Christmas cutbacks 
aimed at cleaning up the Stras- 
bourg assembly's gravy-train 
image. 

MEPs who fail to show up 
for at least half of all votes will 
lose half of their £175-a-day 
meals and accommodation al- 
lowance, under a decision tak- 
en by party managers and the 


Parliament's president. The 
move comes amid fresh attacks 
after television documentaries 
in Germany and The Nether- 
lands alleged to show MEPs 
signing on a register to collect 
their daily cash but then failing 
to lake part in debates or votes. 
. Some MEPs reacted to the 
unflattering exposure and to 
criticism of the cost of installing 
showers in their new uffices- 
£7.0ftU-each. by demanding a 


dampdown on media and tele- 
vision access to their buildings. 

An internal committee which 
has been studying possibilities 
for long-term reform has rec- 
ommended harmonising 
salaries to end the system 
whereby deputies are paid the 
same as their national coun- 
terparts. Lavish allowances and 
expenses are designed in part to 
“compensate” the lowest-paid 
members for a system which al- 


lows Italians to earn almost four 
times what their Irish or Greek 
colleagues take home. 

But party leaders, uncom- 
fortable with the slow progress 
in restoring Strasbourg's cred- 
ibility, recognise they must 
demonstrate they are trimming 
the scope for pocketing huge 
profits on travel and meals 
reimbursements. 

— Katherine Butler 
Brussels 


With the world heavyweight 
boxing champion, Evander 
Holyfield, on band to help en- 
sure a clean fight, Jamaicans 
went to the polls yesterday in 
general elections seen as the 
most significant in the nation’s 
50 years of suffrage. 

Holyfield. representing the 
Carter Centre team of interna- 
tional observers, received a 
warmer welcome than any of 
the candidates and was mobbed 
by voters in poor suburbs as he 
toured polling stations in the 
capital. Former US President 


Jimmy Carter and General Col- 
in Powell whose parents were 
Jamaican, were also on hand to 
witness the balloting. 

Peace, more than politics, 
was the key word as Jamaicans 
prayed in church services 
around the nation, for a voting 
day free of the violence of past 
years, notably 1980 when 8 00 
people died. All soldiers’ leave 
was cancelled and hospitals 
went on an emergency footing, 
but by late yesterday there were 
no reports of major incidents. 

— Phil Davison, Kingston 
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Gunman 

keeps 

children 

hostage 


A gunman was still holding two 
children hostage at a Texas 
nursery last night after a fam- 
ily dispute escalated into a 
siege drama The man, identi- 
fied as 33-year-old James Lip- 
scomb, had taken 63 children 
and five adults hostage on 
Wednesday after storming into 
the Rigsbee Child Develop- 
ment Centre in the Dallas sub- 
urb of Plano. 

He released 60 children the 
same evening after negotia- 
tions with police and the last of 
the adults early yesterday. But 
Mr Lipscomb broke off com- 
munication with the police 
around midday yesterday after 
releasing one of the three re- 
maining children, a three-year- 
old girl said to be his godchild. 
He was apparently unhappy af- 
ter seeing live pictures of her 
release on television. The po- 



Children running from the Plano, Texas, day-care centre during the standoff between police and an armed man 


lice said they feared the set- 
back had jeopardised the 
progress already made and 
asked reporters to halt live cov- 
erage of the siege. 

The two rem ainin g chil- 


dren were believed to be Mr 
Lipscomb's son, Monroe, and 
his stepson, Xavier. There was 
no information about what 
might have led Mr Lipscomb 
to storm the nursery. Despite 


the breakdown of talks, police 
said they hoped the siege 
would end peacefully. “Every- 
thing seems to be going well." 
a police spokesman. Carl 
Duke, said. “The information 


we have is that there are chil- 
dren and adults still inside. We 
don't know specific numbers 
but he is releasing people and 
we are making progress." Mr 
Duke said negotiators were try- 


Photograph: AP 


ing to persuade the man to set 
the rest of his hostages free and 
surrender. “If everything con- 
tinues the same, we think it can 
he resolved without any further 
problems." 
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US rules out 
Bosnia 



President Clinton 
announced yesterday 
that US troops would 
remain in Bosnia, after 
the June 1998 deadline 
and set no new deadline 
for their withdrawal. His 
decision came as Nato 
snatched another two 
war criminals. Mary 
Dejevsky and Andrew Gumbel 
report. 

Mr Clinton's announcement, at 
a White House press confer- 
ence, amounts to an open-end- 
ed US commitment to keep 
troops in Bosnia for as long as 
it takes for peace to become - 
in his words - “self-sustain- 
ing”. While insisting that the 
presence would not be perma- 
nent. Mr Clinton would not 
guarantee- tharthe troops would 
be home even by the time he 
leaves office in January 2001. 

In a rare admission for -a 
politician, the US President 
said he had been “mistaken" in 
thinking that the Nato-Ied 
contingent would no longer be 
necessary after next June and 
said he did not want to repeat 
the error. However, the neces- 
sary Senate approval is Hkeiy to 
be granted only grudgingly and 
after acrimonious debate. 

Mr Clinton - who will visit 
to US servicemen in Bosnia this 
weekend - said that in future 
there should be “achievable, 
concrete benchmarks, not a 
deadline" for the withdrawl of 


troops. These included a 
trained civilian police force, 
functioning independent media 
and the return of, more, 
refugees. The setting of 
“benchmarks” Teprescntsab^g- 
tactical change- . 

The night before Mr C&atou ■ 
spoke, Nato troops in -Bosnia 
staged a dramatic dawn raid to 
capture two more men - This 
time Croats — wanted for Wfcr 
crimes at the international tfr / 
bunal in The Hague. 

A Dutch commando unit 
crept into the village of Santid 
to the house belonging to 
Vlatko Kupreskic and then, as 
the signal was given, buret in. 
The man they were tracking 
been charged with involvement 
in one of the most callous mas- 
sacres of the war - the murder 
of more than 100 Muslim dvik 
ians in the village of Ahmid,- : 
near Vitez in central Bosnia, in 
April 1993. He had been living 
quite openly in the area ever 
rince. Mr Kupreskic was shot at 
least three times in the ebest, 
arm and leg. 

He was then whisked off to 
Sarajevo for emergency surgery, 
and mice it was dear his life was 
□ot in danger he was flown to 
The Hague. 

The second arrest was an al- 
together quieter affair. AntoFu- 
rudzija did not know he was 
wanted by the international tri- 
bunal — his was a so-called 
“sealed" indictment — arid he 
gave himself up without resis- 
tance. It was not dear last night 
what the nature of the charges 
against him might.be. 





Somali leader stays on 

Mohamed Ibrahim Egal will remain president of the break- 
away Somali republic after parliament rejected his resigna- 
tion. Egal offered to resign, dting lade of cooperation from 
his government ministers who have in the past accused him 
of being high-handed. But Somalis dismissed his move as a 
ploy to secure his position with even greater powers. 

Sithole murder verdict 

Veteran Zimbabwean opposition leader Ndabaningi Sithole 
was sentenced to two years in jail for plotting to kill Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe in 1995. But Sithole, 77, was then freed 
on bail pending an appeal to the supreme court after his 
lawyers argued that he was too ill to go to prison. The high 
court also gave Sithole a suspended five-year tenn in prison 
on two other counts of possessing aims of war and of pro- 
moting terrorism to overthrow the government. 
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Stuck for ideas this Christmas..,? 

WIN a Hewlett Packard Pavilion 3130 Multimedia home 
PC, Microsoft software bundle and £150 to spend on 

www.e-christmas.com 
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jour local high street thinlong about 
presents to buy for Christmas? 

** arder « 
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such as UK Infopeda. Hf A 
97 and Sm Oty. together wfth 3 
months free Internet access whh 
Internet service provider PIPE*. 
The winners wfl each get £150 to 
spend on www^hrfcftmas com. 

To enter this competition simply <fal 
me number below, answer the 
following question on line and leave 
your name and Ml address: 

Q: Who is the Internee service 

prwider offering 3 months ftw 

Internet a mm? 

Call 0930 525223 

The e-chrbunas website k open ' 
until mid January and tan be 
reached on wwwe-chrtarrets.com. !• 

Tbe ftivSon Home PC range Is 
maSablefhm: Byte. Currys, Dims. 
John lewfe.PCWbrM.S[obfa &Tanp 

Far further mfwmotion; 

Hewteaflsckffldfjnxiuas: 

0990 474747 
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Philby’s widow tells 
of an Englishman’s 
life in exile 






As spies queue up to 
write memoirs, the life 
of a CoJd War master- 
spy remains intriguing^ 
Now the widow of Kim 
Philby, Independent reader 
and double agent, has 
written a memoir of life 
with the ‘Third Man’. 
He/en Womack interviewed 
Rufina Ivanovna Pukhova 
about her version 
of events. 


The Cold War may be over, but 
the legacy for Rufina Ivanovna 
Pukhova, widow of the British 
traitor Kim Philby, is a cottage 
industry of KGB pensioners 
churning out dubious stories 
about her late husband as they 
seek to make money by writing 
memoirs. So tired has she be- 
come of this that she has writ- 
ten her own account of life with 
him, entitled ‘‘Island on the 
Sixth Floor” - a reference to the 
flat she shared with the former 
MI5 spymasier after be defect- 
ed to Moscow in 1963. 

"So many lies have been told 
about Kim," Rufina Ivanovna 
said at a press conference yes- 
terday. "But nobody knows bet- 
ter than I do bow he lived 
here, what he felL After all, I 
was married to him.” 

“Island on the Sixth Floor” 
is the highlight of a new book 
on Philby called I Did It My Why 
(the spy was a fan of Frank Sina- 
tra) published in a limited Russ- 
ian edition. The volume also 
includes “My Hidden War" by 
Philby himself, which Russian 
readers are seeing uncensored 
for the first time. And there are 
essays by Mikhail Bogdanov, 
who attended Philby’s semi- 
nars on English life for KGB 
trainees, and by Mikhail Lyu- 
bimov, a Soviet spy who, after 
be was expelled from London 
in the mid-Sixties, befriended 
Philby in his Moscow exile. 

“He was a great tragic figure 
of this century," Colonel Lyu- 
bimov said. “He was an ideal- 
ist. An anti-fascist in the 1930s, 
you could say he was like 
George Orwell." 

“He did not feel he had 
betrayed Britain," Rufina fvan- 
crvna added “He was fighting £as- 
dsm and we were aD on the same- 
side in those days, weren’t we?" 

Rufina Ivanovna has been 
particularly upset by stories 


about her husband's alleged 
depressions after he saw the re- 
ality of life in the USSR, which 
be had served through ideolog- 
ical conviction, rather than for 
money. One retired KGB agent 
has gone so far as to suggest that 
Philby was disillusioned enough 
to take bis crwn life. 

Leonid Kolosov, who spent 
his career under journalistic 
cover in Rome, admits he only 
met Philby twice but says he has 
no reason to doubt what he was 
told by a KGB colleague, now 
dead and the Kre mlin doctor, 
that the defector shot himself in 
May 1988. The official version 
was that he died of heart failure. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kolosov 
says Philby was very depressed 
when he met him at a KGB 
reception in Moscow a few 
months before his death, and 



Kim Philby: ‘So many lies 
have been told about him’ 

quotes him as saying that bad 
be known Russia would turn out 
to be. such a bardak (a vulgar 
word, literally’ meaning a whore- 
house, used to described a 
mess), he would not have wast- 
ed his life in its service. The re- 
tired agent also reads meaning 
into a comment Philby made to 
him and the journalist Vadim 
Kassis in an interview in Janu- 
ary 1988. Asked if he had often 
used his gun like James Bond 
Philby is reported to have 
replied: “A true secret agent 
only shoots once in his life - 
when he has no other way out." 

“The suicide story is rubbish, 
to put it mildly," Rufina Ivanov- 
na told me, at her home. Phil- 
by, she said bad gone into the 
KGB's closed hospital in Mos- 
cow for treatment to his heart. 

“On the morning of the 10th 
of May, J began to wony. I rang 
his room but nobody answered 
I rang and rang. Eventually a 
nurse picked up the phone and 








said he had fallen in his bath. I 
went to see him. He was very 
weak but brightened when he 
saw me. I wondered whether 1 
should stay with him through 
the night, but then thought ft I 
did that it might worry him, so 
I left. 1 got home at 11 in the 
evening. I couldn't sleep. 1 was 
very nervous. 1 took sleeping 
.piZJs. At two in the morning, I 
put out the light The next day 
1 rang the hospital and they told 
me be had died at exactly 2am. 

I was not actually with him when 
he died That was terrible.” 

Rufina Ivanovna, an elegant 
and very kind woman, keeps the 
Island on the Sixth Floor more 
or less as it was when they lived 
there together, although need 
forced her to sell some items to 
Sotheby’s in 1994 (her pension 
is less than $100 (£62) a month). 

The KGB allotted the 
Philbys, who feared being pur- 
sued by journalists, the perfect 
fiat: hidden in the lanes behind 
the central Tverskaya Street. 
Only invited guests are told 
which archways and doorways 
will bring them to the apartment. 

I aside, P baby's study is as be 
left it. with his history books and 
detective novels for sleepless 
nights. In the living room, his old 
Riga radio with beautiful ivory 
buttons is stffl tuned (o the BBC. 

“There were two mam myths 
about Kim," said his widow. 
“One had it that after he came 
to Moscow he lived in luxury, like 
cheese floating in butler as we say 
in Russian. The other is that he 
descended into degradation and , 
poverty. As you see, the reality I 
is less sensational." 

Philbys widow admits that 
when she first met him he 
drank heavily. But in 1972, be 
pulled himself out of his alco- 
holic depression. The KGB, 
which had kept him under- 
employed, began giving him 
work as an consultant. 

It was true, though, that 
many aspects of Soviet life did 
disappoint him. “He was par- 
ticularly irritated by Brezhnev 
... Gorbachev raised his hopes 
at first, but he got tired of his 
demagoguery. Of course, he 
would have been appalled by 
the poverty now. he had a great 
sense of social justice." 

He was nostalgic for Eng- 
land, which he knew was lost to 
him , although his children 
would visit from the West. “But 
he was also realistic," she said. 
“You know, he often used to say: 
The West has its defects too - ." 
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Old times: Rufina Ivanovna, widow of the master-spy Kim Philby,* with her memoirs at the Moscow press conference Photograph: Sergei KarpukhinVReuters 
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Performance Power 
Table Saw HS&4 

230 volts, 420 watt motor. 
Maximum cutting depth 
40mm. Table tilts to 45°. 
Supplied with rip fence. 
Was £79.99 


Black & Decker and 3M 37 Piece 
Drill Accessory & Safety Kft 

Including sanding accessories, 
screwdriving bite. 00^0^ 

safety mask and 0 m 9 KB 
spectacles. 0_^W 

Was £49.99 9 mm Mm 0 



D re me I Multi Purpose Power Tool 3950 

125 wafts. Variable speed with quick action 
collet. Includes AE 

40 accessories 

and carry case. tm Mm0 m 

Was £83.99 § m g 



Performance 
Cordless Hobby Tool HTC-1 8 

4.8 volts. 16,000rpm. Includes automatic 
recharging stand. With 10 accessories 
including cut-off discs, grinding and 
polishing stones. 

engraving cutter. 00^.0^ I 

mandrel, collet JP™ B., 

and wrench. 0 

Was £37.95 mm +0MM 



Bosch Corded 
Drill PSB 400-2 

400 watte. 10mm 
chuck. 2 speed. Hammer 
action and lock-on button. 
Was £37.75. 


OPEN 
IBOXING 
DAY 
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Mini Bench Drill CHTO 

>/dhp motor. 5 speed 
and 13mm chuck. 


EARN TESCO CLUBCARD 
POINTS AT BSrQ 

Ast in sore tor delate 

Does not apply in MO Warehouses or B&Q Depots. 
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Pensions not Porsches, art not Armani 


Successful City types 
have plenty to smile 
about this Christmas - 
many will trouser annual 
bonuses in excess of 
their annual salary. 
Purveyors of luxury 
goods and services may 
be rubbing their hands in 
glee, but, Meg Carter 
warns, don’t expect the 
new Yuppies to be flash 
with their cash. 


Can it really be just 10 years 
since the stripe-shirted young 
urban professional turned con- 
spicuous consumption into a 
way of life? Much has changed 
since Recession cured the 
Eighties myopia which led to a 
widespread belief that the good 
limes would never end. Today. 
it seems, people simply don't re- 
act in the same way to having a 
rosy income. 

Take Richard Emanuel, 30, 
managing director of DX Com- 
munications-a mobile phones 
business which he launched in 
1991 and which now boasts a 
turnover of £50 million. “Today 
there’s more of a focus on 
quality of life. There was a 
feeling then that the Eighties 
boom would last for ever. In the 
Nineties, however, you can’t af- 
ford to just live for today. 
Rather than buy a Ferrari, peo- 
ple are spending to improve the 
overall quality of their life." 

Alex Johnson, 33. director of 
PR firm Freud’s, made a sig- 
nificant financial killing when 
the company was sold to ad- 
vertising agency AMVJBBDO 
two years ago. “People don’t 
spend nearly as much on look- 
ing good as they did in the 
Eighties," he declares. “They’re 
spending more on promoting 
the values dose to them - if they 
have kids, they’re spending 
more on their kids, if not they're 
spending more on their friends. 
It’s less about attracting atten- 
tion. more about gratifying peo- 
ple’s nascent spirituality." 

Really? Tell that to the 
young professionals eager to 
spend their thousands on de- 
signer suits, flash cars and 
deluxe inner-city pads. Business 
has never been brisker at up- 
market London estate agents 
Holden Matthews in trendy Is- 
lington. “There's steady de- 
mand for good houses in prime 
locations. Young blades are 
looking for something cen tral - 
especially converted commercial 
properties. They're willing to 
put down £250,000 for a first 
time buy, while thirtysome- 
things with families are looking 
u> trade up from a £350,000 
house to £750,000 in one 



move," managing director Paul 
Williams says. 

Fashionable mens' outfitter 
Oswald Boateng reports a rapid 
rise in the number of City types, 
barristers, media executives and 
celebrities popping in for an ex- 
tra suit for Christmas. “We're 
traditional with a twist. A lot of 
men don’t want to wear the clas- 
sic- Savile Row suit, unless they 
were born to that ilk." bespoke 
consultant Daniel Seisay ex- 
plains. Popular purchases of the 
moment include classic fabrics, 
gold pinstripe and, for the more 
adventurous, purple mohair 
and velvet, he says. Ready-to- 
wear suits start at £$95. Bespoke 
suits tailored to an individuals 
requirements start at £1.700. 

Meanwhile, upmarket trav- 
el firm Abercrombie & Kent is 
profiting from growing interest 
in the upscale adventure end of 
their trade. “There are still a lot 
of people from the'City coming 
to us for an exclusive destina- 
tion to get away from it all. 
There’s steady demand for 
small, exclusive Caribbean des- 
tinations and, of course, Neck- 
er Island." says spokeswoman 
Allyson Eggjson. But, she adds: 
“There's growing demand for 


IN 

OUT 

inner-city pad, preferably converted 
commercial space 

Commuting from a country retreat 

Avant-garde Italian, French and American 
designed furnishings, eg Scandinavia 
designs by Gubi stocked by West End 
store Purves and Purves 

Off-the-shelf items readily available in the 
Conran Shop and Heals 

Classic cars - like a Bentley, E type 

Jag or VW Carmen Ghia 

Ferrari and Porsche 

For the more flashy: bespoke, caylor-made 
clothes from trendy young designers. For 
the more discreet: jeans 

Designer lines from Armani and Gucci - 
they're now seen as too mainstream 

Platinum Tag Hauer 

Gold Roiex 

Moroccan and Pacific Rim cuisine 

The Four-Hour Lunch 

Discreet cocktails - like Vodkatini 

Magnums of Boiiy 

Africa, Antarctica, Oman, Yemen 

Thailand and the nest of the Far East 

Pensions, PEPs, investing in feature 
films, fine wines and art 

Spend, spend, spend 
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A Present for Yourself 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 


**. 
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Start the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 
yourself with the Ideal present 
for your home and yourself. Ac 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there is a wide range of 
treatments such as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - the ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christmas. This 
package is worth £1,400. 

W!e are also offering the new 
digital cordless phone from 
Swatch - The Dect The 
telephone Is able make and 
receive calls up to SO metres 
from the base station indoors or 
300 metres if you are outside, 
allowing complete mobility with 
crystal clear sound. Six handsets 
can operate from a single base 
station. You can also reach 
someone else In the house with 
the exceptional feature of free 
internal calls which can be made 
even when another external call 
Is active on the same line. 


CaHnaHkpB'nnHniltna Wnc petal a random iSw Ones etoM JO Dmntur IW7 
lIn«J Nawtpvw ftAUwig nilas Jpp** WmrMraJon n Sred 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number below, 
answer the following question 
on line and leave your name and 
full address: 


Q: What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 

For further infbnTWtion: 

Henlow Grange.- 0/462 Bill 1 1 

(gift vouchers ovaitobfej 
Swatch: 0800 192/92 





more challenging destinations 
or activities." These people 
need to get as far away from "re- 
ality" as is possible, and they’re 
more than willing to pay the 
price. So, their tailor-made trips 
now include 10 nights in Oman 
for around £2,000, 12 nights in 
the Antarctic, taking in the 
Falkiands on the way from 
£5,000 and quad biking in the 
Kalahari at £196 a night. 

But wait. It may not sound 
like it, but Messrs Emanuel and 
Johnson have a point. “Osten- 
tation has become more subtle 
in the Nineties," says Nick 
KendalL, group planning direc- 
tor at advertising agency Bartie 
Bogle Hegarty. One of BBH's 
diems is Audi, whose recent TV 
commercial lampooned yup- 
pie values. The brash oik fea- 
tured in the ad lest drives and 
dismisses an Audi. “Not my 
style," he sneers. (Which for 
Audi and its discerning clientele 
was just as well.) Younger high 
fliers are increasingly buying 
classic cars rather than a 
Porsche or Ferrari. Kendall 
claims. Forget the Gold Roiex, 
the smart buy is a Platinum Tag. 


“People are more careful." 
he believes. “They are more 
worried about showing it off and 
the trouble that can cause with 
growing tension between the. 
wealthy and the larger, under- 
class. And they are more like- 
ly to pul money into investment 
purchases - whether it's PEPs, 
pension funds or simply some- 
thing that won’t completely 
lose value in five years time." 

Hoarding and hiding un- 
derpins the Nineties consumer’s 
shopping mentality, Kendaii 
adds. “People are expecting 
more from designer goods and 
luxury brands - they want qual- 
ity rather than show and greater 
craftsmanship. They also want 
something personal. It’s not 
about spending to achieve ma- 
terial wealth, it's about spend- 
ing to achieve emotional wealth. 
People are increasingly inter- 
ested in collecting experiences." 

This can range from the 
seemingly indulgent to the cool- 
ly practical. “Yes I earn a lot hut 
I work hard for it," says one thir- 
tysomelhing trader who has 
spent the past seven years work- 
ing for a US bank. “I spend on 


myself, on my family and on my 
friends hut most of the money 
1 make I invest. In 10 years time 
I want to be working for me. 
That’s why I'm planning to in- 
vest in feature films. It will give 
me a foot in the door and it 
might eventually lead to a ca- 
reer change. By that point, of 
course, ('ll be able to absorb the 
inevitable salary drcip." 

Richard Emanuel is an 
earnest advocate of developing 
interests away from business - 
which Is why he’s learning to Dy. 
Thirty- three-year-old Brian 
Dodsworth, meanwhile, has put 
money he made from selling 
shares in his previous employ- 
er, a drug delivery system man- 
ufacturer. into funding himself 
to study an MBA at one of this 
country’s leading business 
schools. “1 didn't make enough 
money to retire on." he candidly 
admits. 

Conscious ol hem insecure 
the job market has become, he 
decided against buying a sports 
ear. "I decided instead to make 
sure I could move onwards and 
upwards and earn a shed-load 
of monev elsewhere.” 


City hotshots itching to get 
their paws on this year's finan- 
cial bonuses should take note. 
For as well as delivering the 
biggest pay-outs on record 
(worth £lbn according to one 
estimate). 1997 has also been a 
year of fundamental change. 
The rollercoaster that now is the 
Far Eastern stock markets has 
left many leading banks with 
their fingers burned. 

Meanwhile, a flurry of fi- 
nancial services mergers are 
now expected in the wake the 
recent union between Swiss 
banking giant UBS and Swiss 
Bank Corporation. Barclays 
and NaiWesi are likely to fol- 
low. The net effect is likely to 
be that star traders, who can to- 
day command basic salaries ex- 
ceeding E 100.000 with bonuses 
of nearer £1 million, find them- 
selves playing a high-risk game 
of musical chairs. Thousands of 
job losses are predicted in the 
City of London alone as a re- 
sult of this shake-down. .And 
th*)se w ho remain may soon see 
investment houses adapting 
their remuneration packages. A 
growing budv of research sug- 
gests that employees are no 
longer motivated by salaries 
alone. Suv.s Marlin Short of City 
headhunters Jonathan Wren: 
"Increasingly, financial package 
is only part of the equation. Of 
growing importance is how sta- 
ble a future employer is and 
whether they guarantee relevant 
training and clear career pro- 
gression." 

The end result - high income 
and attractive amounts of dis- 
posable cash - may not sound 
so different from the Eighties, 
hut the difference is how it is 
achieved and. of course, spent. 
According to Richard Emanuel: 
“It’s hard to say at 30 when and 
if 1 will want to take early re- 
tirement. But the important 
thing is to make sure that in 10 
years time I will have that 
choice." 





JOHN LYTTLE 

What the well-heeled 
homosexual really, really 
wants in his stocking 


AD five Spice Girts dolls: Grumpy, Bleached, 
Butch, Stuck-Up and Common 
All four Teletubbies dolls: Judy Finnegan, Dale Win - . 
ton, Christopher Biggins, Vanessa Feitz ... 

Just one evening dishing the dirt with Anne 

Atkins's daughter 

Advance copy of ‘Whitfield II” 

A year's supply of eyelash dye - 
An end to die worldwide plague that is ... hobbling. 
And - what else? There was something ... Oh, yes. I 
remember. A cure for Aids (note: order of importance 
has been reversed) 

Any thin g and everything in matt black. 

.4 high metabolism 

An Irony Lady', ie a lady who comes in once a week 

to do the irony, saving the busy homosexual the both- 
er of having to do it himself 
Thai Httl > special something delivered to your door 
bySecuricor 

The entire set ofleenage Mutant Ninja Cross-Dressers 

Mud: for bath, body, face and flinging 

Action Man with gripping hands 

GIJoc: so Action Man has something to do with his 

gripping hands 

Novelty condoms - the sort that play “Jingle Bells" 
or taste of mince pie or have a tip that lights up like 
Rudolph’s nose. Perfect for your heterosexual sib- 
lings who, trust me, need all the novelty they can get 
Barrel of Immac 

DIY sex-change kit. Basically a pair of scissors, a 
frying-pan and a personalised horoscope from the 
pen of Russell Grant (one-year guarantee on 
working parts) 

Big black book for the many, many, many names and 

telephone numbers you 'd otherwise be too drunkftoo 

higfiitoo damn fabulous to remember 

Any Oasis album - so there!! always be something 

in the bouse no one will give a toss about burning 

if this cold snap continues 

Norman Tebbit voodoo figure. Pins not included 

Gaggia ice-cream machine 

Gaggia stomach pump 

Barbie's combined dream house and lesbian disco 
Strategically placed tattoo, “no smaller than 12pt, in 
a distinctive or hold typeface'', proclaiming Abandon 
hope all ye who enter here*, as specified by recent Eu- 
ropean directive 

Club mix of “I Lost my Heart to a Starship Trooper" 
Fun fur. Suite, muff, chubby coat ... It's the thought 
that counts. And perish the thought 
Pink Power Ranger 

77 iontfslinglnippde-rintf Prirux Albert. (Readers wish- 
ing to know what a Prince Albert is, please send sae, 
with parents' written consent, to John Lytde, “The In- 
dependent", etc! 

Mapplethorpe Weber/Hockney prints: the sort 
that must be removed from the walls in advance of 
visits from Mummy. Daddy or any New Labour MP 
5nt?H- (to be taken internally ) 

Gilded mirror. It’s the gift that just keeps on giving 
Gianni Versace’s Miami mansion... Oh, please -like 
it wasn V on the market the very next day 
M&S underwear 
S&M underwear 

Wallet-sized Identikit photo of Tbny Blair’s hair- 
dresser. Available from Interpol, Scotland Yard, 
“The X Files" 

Girt Power 
Will power 

Big baggy, woollen cardigan, beige or brown or cov- 
ered with what shop assistants have been trained to call 
“ a cheafid pattern ”. ie offending article appears to have 
dropped too much acid during the Sixties. A \ital ad- 
dition to vour wardrobe if you 're still passing for straight 
Christmas stockingfs). A vital addition to your 
wardrobe if you’re over passing for straight 
Soap on a rope (for the rope, dummy ) 

Affidavit stating that every boyfriend you’ve ever 
had has seen the error of his ways, sobs uncontrol- 
lably into his pilJow each night and wants you back 
in his rather under-developed arms. Signed in blood 
(this affidavit does not affect your statutory rights) 
Bath cubes. They're fun! 

Peace and goodwill to all men. Particularly the type 
who has the class to ring next day- whoever he is 
A reason to believe (see above) 


Ffion, your hen night had nothing on this... 

in8 Uk^ id ‘ a ° r « hnunds™ 


William Hague climbed 
up Ben Nevis for his stag 
do. Yawn. At least Ffion 
was up for The Full 
Monty on her night out. 
But Gore Gamer could 
really tell them a thing 
or two about how to let 
your hair down at a pre- 
■ nuptial bash... 

Ffion Jenkins and my friend Frog 
have never met. but this week- 
end they might - sipping cock- 
tails on the veranda of the Lake 
Palace Hotel in Udaipur. Ra- 
jasthan. They have married in the 
same week and are honey- 
mooning at the same hoteL The 
most significant thing that the 
two newlyweds share, however, 
is their ability to beat the bucks 
at their own game. For when it 
came to celebrating their pre- 
nuptials, Ffion and Frog quite 


simply ou tsiagged the suigs. 

William Hague brought 
down the curtain on his bach- 
elor days with a hike up Ben 
Nevis, by all accounts an outing 
as tame as it sounds. “It was all 
veiy civilised Wc goL up ul dawn 
and headed for the hills," says 
the best man. Nick Levy. Af- 
terwards, they had what he de- 
scribed as “cosy chats". MP 
Alan Duncan, the lory leader’s 
political secretary and one of his 
six stags, says the day was "on 
the right side of decorum, .. un- 
der control rather than out of 
control." The Scotsman de- 
scribed it as “a case of men 
behaving sadly". 

Meanwhile Ffion. 29. was 
making more bawdy arrange- 
ments. Her hen night was re- 
portedly “a relatively raucous 
affair” with fellow members of 
the SWS (Social. Welsh, Sew) 
Club. They went out on the town 
for dinner and on to a screen- 


ing of The Full Monty. 

Likewise Phillips Shaker- 
ley, known lo her friends as Fn ig 
-or Ffn ig. if you like- went one 
step further in the laddishness 
stakes. She went to the dugs, in 
the nicest possible way. Last Sat- 
urday, at 6.45pm prompt. Dave 
the minibus driver drew up ui 
Frog's front door. She went out 
to greet him. only to he told: 
“I’ve come to pick up a party of 
blokes to take them down lo the 
dogs." A kerfuffle of legs, hoi its 
and cleavages later, he realised 
his mistake. Twenty-one nubile, 
shrieking women climbed 
aboard, their feather boas 
streaking behind them. 

A trip to a health farm 
would have been loo whole- 
some: a genteel nighi-in dis- 
cussing Janet Reger underwear 
just not enough fun. "We want- 
ed lo be blokes for the night " 
says Frog. 27. “Lager, scampi 
and chips, wulf w hisUes and bet- 


ting Mips was my idea of a 
night out. The stags sat in a 
restaurant eating beef entrecote 
and drinking befii'nis. The hens' 
evening look place down at 
the Wimbledon dogs." 

There was a surprise in store 
for Frog. too. When we arrived 
at the stadium, she was hand- 
ed a programme and instruct- 
ed to turn to the 10(h race. 
There it was: “The Phillipa 
Shakerley Hen Night Stakes 
(Tire Frog Race). Trophv pre- 
sented by Phillipa Shakerley.” 
(For £150 anyone can sponsor 
a race.) Armed with greasy 
dinners, plastic pints of lager 
and packets of fags, we nested 
down for the night. Come the 
tilth race, we flew down to the 
pus for a pum on the big one. 

I he fact that every other raee- 
gner was on tenterhooks for the 
i-lh. the Thoroughbred ln- 

T lm JT ° aks FinaI - one ol 
the high-poims of ih c . Tcv . 


hound .season, was lost on us. 

■Oil. here o >nie the Phillipas,”’ 
remarked one bookie, as we de- 
Wnded on the pits for the Frog 
b^ce. “Awe. Weedin’ hclL Ir’s the 
-pice Girts," said another. Mo- 
ments later. Fmg was chalking up 
the odds and fielding a har^age 
ol P ro P**als fn»m punters. Her 
moment of glory came when 

, f bmht:d “ n fo her Astroturf 
platform to present the glass 
bo ' vl t0 lhL * winning owners. 

Frog and Ffin n are part of a 
rend, u seems. As men get 
lamer, women arc o ani er. 

adamt-JuAis. the transvestite 
L ' ub m Soh °- has recently been 
overun with hens. "We've had 
many down here recently that 
we rc really not encouraging it." 
sa>s J sp^keswi mia n. “ We don't 
«-dnt the eluh full of girls." 
Rachel Loos, deputy editor 

**** her readers 
celebrate Ihe.r marital rite of 
passage riotously, sometimes 


with trips to Amsterda 
and Dublin. "The all 
‘Have as good a (inn 
can'. No one wonie 
decorum. It's about gi 
bride the send-off of 1 

Les Barnes, who di 
uiy limousines, finds 
“far worse” pre-nupi 
sengere than men. “Ei 
get into one lima and 
you know it, they’re i 
out of the back wine 
standing up out of the 
without anything on ah 
waists," he says. 

Dave, our minibus 
doesn t know how light 
off. And James, the to! 
in Frog’s hen party, ha 
row escape, too. The t 
be had wanted to top 
night with a quick rircu 
the track: all 21 girls in 
suit of the one man. For 
the manager refused 
have been one fence ti 


\ ■ 
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Lillian Disney 


married 1925 

35“~*S= 


Z^7’" aidL ^ Disney 
10 her husband Wbfr. “Y ou 

^ tall a mouse Mortimer" 
i “why not?” asked Writ. “I 
{ 1 Sj. t0 . have a "“use in my old 
\ ■shidiom Kansas City, I called 
“to Mortimer." 

No,” said Lillian. “Mor- 
uraer Mouse, it's not calchy 
enough. Change it to Mickey." 

And so Mickey Mouse was 
oorn on a train from New York 
to Los Angeles. Or a legend was 
horn, according to whether you - 
believe the Disney studio's pub- 
licity department, who have 
nurtured Mickey's tale since the 
Thirties. 

One fact is firm; Lillian was 
cer toinly Vifeilt Disney’s first and 
only wife, and mother of his 
daughtcis Diane and Sharon. 
Outliving her late husband by 31 
years to the day. Mis Disney 
tfed on Tuesday at the age of 98. 
o - She was bom LOlian Bounds 
m Lapwa i, Idaho, the daughter 
of a federal marshal and black- 
smith, and attended the Idaho 
Business College before mov- 
ing to Los Angeles to share a 
flat with a girlfriend. Her room- 
mate was an art assistant at the 
small Whit Disney Animation 
Studio, and, when her boss 
asked her if she knew anyone 
who could help out with the ink- 
ing and painting of the celluloid 
cels, she recommended Lillian. 

Disney was going through 
the usual crisis that affected in- 
dependent film producers, a 
somewhat bent distributor. Wait 
was making cartoons under 
contract to Charles Mintz in 
G'4ew York, die adventures of a 
live little girl and her animated 
animal friends in a scries known 
as Alice in Cartoonland. The 


combination of a living actress 
with drawn figures was nothing 
original with Disney, but he 
had brought the technique to a 
reasonably amusing perfection. 
Or rather, his chief cartoonist 
and partner Ubbe Iwcrks had, 
for already Disney was showing 
he was better as a producer than 
as an artist. 

A new character at a new 
price was needed, and Mintz 
sent his brother-in-law George 
Winkler to Los Angeles to pose 
the problem. Disney and Iwerks 
came up with Oswald the Lucky 
Rabbit, but after a good start 
Winkler demanded a cut in 
Disney's price per reel. Unable 
to agree, Disney refused and 
Winkler fired him, passing Os- 
wald over to his young rival Wri- 
ter Lantz. Winkler had kept 
hold of the copyright. 

By this time Disney had 
both a studio to maintain and 
a wife to support. Disney was 
basically a somewhat shy chap; 
his proposal and subsequent 
wedding had not exactly been 
as romantic as movie love affairs 
should be. He was paying Lil- 
lian Bounds S15 a week and to 
help her out drove her home 
each night in his car. As he was 
only paying himself $35 this, 
seems a reasonable arrange- 
ment. but the story goes (hat he 
fell behind in her salary pay- 
ments and married her to save 
the mounting expense of the 
backlog. Even then Disney had 
several critics on his underpaid 
staff and this yarn may be tak- 
en with the proverbial pinch. 

What is a matter of record 
is that they married in the 
house of Lillian's brother, the 
Fire Chief of Lcwington, Idaho, 
in July 1925. Wilt's proposal had 
been unorthodox: “I've gpt $75; 
shall I buy a new car or a wed- 
ding ring?" The honeymoon was 
equally off-centre. Their wed- 
ding night was spent aboard a 
train to Seattle, where Walt de- 
veloped a violent toothache 
and spent the night helping 


the black porter polish the 

passengers’ shoes. 

After living a while in a 
small apartment the couple 
bought a prefabricated Tudor- 
style house at SSver Lake, not 
far from Hyperion Avenue 
where Disney had bought an 
empty store and converted it 
into his studio. The purchase 
price of the house was $7,000. 

Disney's fateful trip to New 
York, when he gave up Oswald 
the Rabbit and worked out his 
new star, Mickey Mouse, was to 
be the turning-point of his life 
- eventually. The first two Mick- 
ey films, animated by Ubbe 
Iwerks, were not yet publicly 
shown when A1 Jolson burst into 
audible song in The Jazz Singer 
(1927). Immediately Disney 
knew what he must do and set 
his studio working on a third 
Mouse cartoon. This was Steam- 
boat Willie, designed to carry a 
soundtrack of music and effects 
specially synchronised to Iwerfcs’s 
rhythmic pictures. The film 
opened at the Colony Theatre, 
New York, on 20 November 1928 
in support of a forgotten feature 
called Gang War. It was a huge 
success with the audience, who 
applauded, and the critics, who 
raved, “ft is impossible to de- 
scribe this riot of mirth," said the 
Exhibitors' Herald. “It knocked 
me out of my seat!" 

After long years of hard 
work Disney had finally made 
it - although it must be added 
that Steamboat Witt ie was not the 
world's first animated cartoon 
with a soundtrack, despite the 
cl aims of all Disney histories. 

The work now piled up on 
Disney to such an extent that he 
would lake Lillian out to dinner, 
drop by the studio afterwards, 
and while she dozed on the 
couch he would work away, of- 
ten until three in the morning. 
Lillian would then wake. Wilt 
would tell her it was half past 
ten. and they would drive home. 
Now and then he would buy her 
a gift as an apology, once giv- 



Professor 
R. V. Jones 


Lillian and Walt Disney; they married in 1925, three years before his first great success 


ing her a hat box containing - 
surprise! surprise! -a chow pup- 
py with a ribbon round its neck. 

Badly overworked, Disney . 
was sent on a holiday trip by his 
doctor, and when the pair re- 
turned he plunged forcefully 
into sports, trying everything in 
sight from athletics to golf. Lil- 
lian went with him but, as she 
said, “He would fly into such a 
rage when he missed a stroke 
that I would get helplessly 
hysterical watching him." 

Soon Disney took up polo, 
buying himself a string of 20 
horses and eventually purchas- 
ing an interest in the Hollywood 
P&rk Racetrack. It is said that 
all this physical exercise re- 


moved an apparent disability for 
the Disneys to have children. 

Although LOlian changed 
Disney’s fortunes when she 
changed the name of Mortimer 
to Mickey, her reactions to her 
husband's proposal for his first 
feature-length cartoon. Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs, in 
1936, was directly opposite. 
“Dwarfs?" she said, as Disney 
was fond of quoting. “But (here's 
something so nasty about them!” 

The film has of course be- 
come a landmark in animation 
histoiy, mainly due to the totally 
delightful Doc, Happy, Sneezy, 
Sleepy, Bashful, Dopey, and 
even the grim Grumpy. 

With Disney's increasing 


success came some indulgences. 
One was the fruition of a child- 
hood love of steam trains. He 
built-a huge model railway in his 
back garden and when he 
wasn't working overtime at the 
studio spent hours giving his 
children, their chums and a re- 
luctant Lillian trips around 
their lawn. His ultimate toy, the 
first Walt Disney World, was not 
completed until after his death. 
His brother Roy opened the 
theme park with a touching 
speech about Whit and his works. 
Afterwards he asked Wilt's wid- 
ow what WiU would have 
thought of it “l think," she said, 
“Walt would have approved." 

-Denis Gifford 


Reginald Victor Jones, 
physicist; born London 29 
September Ml; Scientific 
Officer, Air Ministry 1936-39, 
Air Staff 1939-41, Assistant 
Director of Intelligence 1941- 
46, Director of Intelligence 
1946-52; CBE 1942; Professor 
of Natural Philosophy, 
Aberdeen University 1946-81 
(Emeritus); Director of 
Scientific Intelligence, 
Ministry of Defence 1952-53; 
Chairman, Air Defence 
Working Party 1963-64; FRS 
1965; CH 1994; married 1940 
Vera Cain (died 1992; one son, 
one daughter, and one 
daughter deceased); died 
Aberdeen 17 December 1997. 


R. V. Jones was one of the 
main wizards during the secret 
war against Hitler, became a pil- 
lar of sdenLific education, and 
wrote some notable books. 

His father was a sergeant- 
major in the Grenadier Guards, 
and from him he learnt both pa- 
triotism and a sense of order. 
He went to Alleyn's School at 
Dulwich, from which he won an 
exhibition at Wadham College, 
Oxford, where he distinguished 
hims elf so much that he was en- 
couraged to stay on, to take a 
doctorate in physics and to re- 
search under the future Lord 
Cherwell in the G are ado n Lab- 
oratory. He specialised in infra- 
red rays, and spent the years 
1934-36 at Balliol, as Skynner 
Senior Student in Astronomy; 
but then moved over to deal 
with the more pressing prob- 
lems of the German menace. 
He was made a scientific offi- 
cer at the Air Ministry in 1936. 
and was seconded for a year to 
the Admiralty in 1938-39. In 
both departments he applied a 


Owen Barfield 


Arthur Owen Barfield, 
writer and solicitor: bom 
London 9 November 1898; 
FRSL 1950; married 1923 
Matilda Dewey (died 1980; 
two sons, one daughter); died 
Forest Row, East Sussex 14 
December 1997. 


yOwtn Barfield was described by 
't^C.S. Lewis as “the wisest and 
best of my unofficial teach- 
ers". He met Lewis, his exact 
contemporary, when he weni up 
to Oxford in 19)0. “Barfield 
towers above us all!" wrote 
Lewis in bis diary. They were 
both 20. and out of their friend- 
ship one of the most remarkable 
literary and theological move- 
ments of the 20th century - “the 
Inklings" - was bom. By the 
mid- 1920s they had been joined 
by J.R.R. Tolkien. In lime Hugo 
Dyson. W.H. Lewis. Charles 
Williams and others followed. 

Barfield was bom in London 
in 1898. His father was a solic- 
(*jtr, his mother an ardent suf- 
\fageltc. He was educated at 
Highgato School and. after 
serving in the Royal Corps of 
Signals during the First World 
Vftr. came up to Wadham Col- 
lege on a classical scholarship. 
He met C.S. Lewis during his 
first term. 


On graduating in English, 
Barfield remained in Oxford to 
write the thesis for his BLitt 
which became fttciic Diction: a 
study in meaning ( 1928 ). a book 
that had a profound effect on 
Lewis and Tolkien. The year af- 
ter it W3s published, however, 
he relumed to London to assist 
his Tather in the family law 
firm, Barfield and Barfield. 
Most of his books were not writ- 
ten until he retired from the law 
in 1959. Thereafter he was a vis- 
iting scholar in many American 
universities, and in the United 
States his books have a large 
following. 

Someone watching from the 
sidelines might have imagined 
that Barfield and Lewis were en- 
emies. This was because, while 
both argued for truth, they saw 
things from different angles. 
Writing about Barfield in his 
1956 book Surprised by Joy, 
Lewis spoke of him as a friend 

who disaerco wiih you a haul c w ry- 
thing. He i> n«l •*> much ihcu&tTi^i 
as the ami -v It Of course he shares 
your interests . . . Bui he has ap- 
proached them all nt a different an- 
cle. He ha> read .ill Ihe right books 
but has got the wrong, thing nut of 
evciy one . . . Hew can he be ms near- 
ly right and yet. invariably, just not 
right'. 1 He is as fascinating (and in- 
furiating) as a woman. When you set 
out to correct his heresies, you find 
he fofMutih has decided to correct 



Barfield and CJS. Lewis: the ‘Cretaceous Perambulators’ 


yours! And then you go at it. ham- 
mer and longs, far into the night 
. . . more often like mutually re- 
spectful enemies than friends . . . Out 
of this perpetual dogfight a com- 
munity of mind and a deep affection 
emerge ... I think he changed me 
more than I him. 

Barfield was amazed that Lewis 
would think so. for to him 
keeping up with Lewis was 
“like trying to run along beside 
a motorcar in top gear”. 

Lewis was an atheist until his 
conversion in 1931. and Barfield 
played a large part in bringing 
him to the Christian faith. His 
particular contribution was to 


demolish Lewis's "chronologi- 
cal snobbery", which Lewis 
defined as “the uncritical ac- 
ceptance of the intellectual cli- 
mate common to our own age 
and the assumption that what- 
ever has gone out of dale is on 
that account discredited". 

One of the Issues Barfield 
was (to Lewis) so infuriating 
about was Anthroposophy. In 
1913 Rudolf Steiner became the 
leader of a German section of 
the Theosophical Society, and 
over the yean* sought to elabo- 
rate a scientific method of 
studying the world of spirit. 


Barfield heard Steiner lecture 
in London in 1923 and from that 
lime on was an enthusiastic fol- 
lower. Lewis was horrified, and 
out of this emerged what they 
called their “Great War" over 
Anthroposophy and related is- 
sues. But the friendship re- 
mained and grew inward to 
the bone. Barfield’s views, like 
Steiner’s, were rooted in Chris- 
tian and Trinitarian thought but 
(hey also embraced mysticism. 

In 1923 Barfield married 
Matilda (“Maud") Dewey, a 
professional dancer and pro- 
ducer who had worked with 
Gordon Craig, They had three 
children, to one of whom, Lucy, 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wiudrobe (1950) is dedicated. 

It was during the early days 
of his marriage, when he was liv- 
ing in Long Crendon, Bucking- 
hamshire, that some of Barfield's 
most seminal works were pub- 
lished. Besides Poetic Diction, 
there were The Siher Trumpet 
(1925) and History in English 
Words ( 1926). which is not mere- 
ly about the changes in the mean- 
ings of words but what he called 
an “evolution of consciousness". 

During his 30 years as a so- 
licitor he helped Lewis set up 
the charmingjt'u d 'esprit entitled 
This Ever Dhvrse Pair (1950), in 
which Barfield wrote ahout the 


tension between the demands 
of the legal profession and the 
need to live in the larger world 
of thought and letters. 

A revolution in his life came 
about when Barfield was 60. 
Following his retirement, he 
found time for much he had 
wanted to say. In his own 
favourite of his books, Sen’ing the 
Appearances (1957), he exam- 
ines the disparity between nor- 
mal human consciousness and 
the mind of the scientist in com- 
prehending the familiar phe- 
nomena of the universe. His 
other works include Worlds 
Apart (I960), Urumcestmi Voice 
(1965), Speaker ’s Meaning 
(1967), What Coleridge Thought 
(1971) and The Rediscovery of 
Meaning (1977). 

Following his wife's death. 
Barfield moved from their home 
in Dartfbrd. Kent, in 1986 to 
Forest Row in Sussex. There he 
continued to welcome visitors, 
his mind as clear as always. 

Owen Barfield was a small 
lithe man. fond of cats and an 
enthusiastic walker. (He and 
GS. Lewis called themselves the 
"Cretaceous Perambulators".) 
While others were making plans 
for his centenary he slipped 
away quietly, dying peace frilly 
at home on 14 December. 

- Walter Hooper 



Jones: privy to all secrets 
Photograph: Lotte Meitner-Graf 

first-class scientific intellect to 
practical problems of warfare. 

When the Second World 
War began, he became M16's 
principal scientific adviser; 
keeping up bis Air Ministry con- 
nection for cover. His first im- 
portant task was to discover how 
Luftwaffe plots navigated when 
they overflew England by night, 
during the Battle of Britain 
and the blitz. He unravelled the 
Lorenz beam navigation sys- 
tems they were using, and was 
sometimes able to jam, some- 
times to divert their beams. On 
the night of the Coventry raid 
in mid-November 1940, Jones 
guessed correctly which wave- 
length they would be using; a 
clerical error transmitted the 
guess wrongly to the jamming 
stations, and so helped to 
account for the raid's success. 

It was Jones who briefed the 
RAF expert who dropped by 
parachute on to the BrunevaJ 
radar site, in February 1942. to 
dismantle a German radar de- 
vice and bring it back for in- 
spection. It was Jones who. 


after years of stru^je. convinced 
Bomber Command that pilots 
who left their IFF (identification 
friend-or-foc) sets switched on 
over Germany guided German 
night fighters on to themselves. 

It was Jones who played a lead- 
ing port in discovering what the 
V-l and the V-2were, and how 
they might best be countered. 
Several times over, he found 
himself confronted by Winston 
Churchill, in meetings of min- 
isters and experts: even 
Churchill’s personality was not 
so strong that Jones fell silent 
in his presence. By standing up 
to him, he helped to persuade 
him to give orders on which the 
nation's safety fumed: though of 
course he earned enemies for 
himself among the bureaucrats 
of Whitehall. 

Jones could not work use- 
fully unless he was privy to 
every secret. He was cleared to 
receive messages from the ul- 
tra secret decipher service at 
Blctchley Park: he was cleared 
to read spies' reports, as they 
were received, not in the laun- 
dered form in which they 
reached lesser intelligence' of- 
ficers; he knew a great deal both 
about impending operations 
and about the current organi- 
sation of the armed forces, the 
air force in particular. He knew 
work was in progress on an 
atomic bomb. He was a large 
man, broad-shouldered and 
over six feet tall, with a strong 
voice when he cared to raise it. 
Moreover, he had a discon- 
certing habit of usually being in 
the righL as well as displaying 
admirable manners when he 
was ia the wrong - as of course 
he sometimes was. 

As soon as he was released 
from National Service, he was 
snapped up by Aberdeen Uni- 
versity. where he spent 35 years 
as Professor of Natural Philos- 
ophy, teaching generations of 
undergraduates and research 
students who appreciated his 
wiL his knowledge, and his enor- 
mous fund of common sense. He 
was fond of quoting Crow's Law 
-“Do not believe what you want 
to believe until you know whai 
you ought to know." 

When Churchill came back 
into office in 1951. he tried to 
recall Jones to Whitehall; an 
embarrassed year in 1952-53 as 
director of scientific intelligence 
at the Minisliy of Defence re- 
sulted. Long afterwards. Jones 
explained that intelligence 
could not usefully be organised 
in committees of fairly senior of- 
ficers who knew nothing about 
the subject ia dciaQ; and he left 
official life for academic. He did 
notable work for the Royal So- 
ciety, and belonged to institutes 
and academies for the promo- 
tion of electronic research, al- 
most without number. He wrote 
numerous scientific papers, and 
papers on the history of science, 
as well as two remarkable stud- 
ies in the practice of his wartime 
craft: Most Secret War (1978, 
called in America The Wizard 
Wary, and Reflections on Intel- 
ligence (1989). They arc much 
the best and fullcsL books ever 
to have appeared on the war- 
time secret service's workings. 

At the age of 80. he hist in 
a fortnight his wife of over 50 
years and one of his daughters: 
he went on wTiling learned ar- 
ticles all ihe same, a model to 
younger scholars of devotion to 
even Lemper, good- humour and 
scientific truth. 

-M.HD. Foot 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


:R l VASStUADESc Jessica arid 
arc happv to announce the 
*f Zeno Alenndros on 13 Dc- 
:r 1^7. si brother for Sappho 
arue. 


HERRICK: Bunney.CVO. IV.Kefulh. 
3 1 Si Cotumha 11 - Hrapiec. Edinburgh, 
on 17 Dccumher l^T. Funeral ser- 
cu.v at II. Stain. Monday 1 ' Dccem- 
tvr.al Si Cult*' (.’alhoJraL Service nl 
ThiUlksta'ine 1,1 1 1 Jttam. Sunday 4 
January l 1 ™- al Si Giles' Cathedral. 
No (fcnwrv Donation?, w Department 
ot Clinical Oncology. WcMcm Gen- 
eral HiJSpiUiU Edinburgh EH4 !\U. 

For BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS, 
pteasewtephoneOm-M 2011. Charges 
are C&-50 a Bne (VAT extra). 


fcL ENGAGEMENTS 
uteri i the OurenX He»al LnfcKi» •>' 
t-.-.t.- Cimnitam. Lu^lmliue. i,i man 
i iuai * U4«wtni-Oi*ff »i 'I* RtvmrW 
taeeTWilaK. Pauw. ItrrjW ubb I WtT 
, mu. i Ik omiK Lie*. CTiU. a 

,elng of the Guard 

liurKln'kl v\Botr* Mnuweil fa pwp 1 
, UK tjuwrf* Lite i nurd J| Hqno Co*. 

I' i LHOpar. Sew.-. ,lu ' 

«**■' l - Wlnl 

itihlin] W Ihe i m.ruJx= i iiuiiN 


Birthdays 

Sir Antony Buck OC, former MP.h9: 
The Right Ro\ tan Hurl and. Bishop 
of Carlisle. b>: Brigadier Lewis Har- 
ris, cartographer. R7: Mr Syd Little, 
comedian. 5& Mr Robert fVnvrnby. 
Winner Controller of Music. BBC. 70; 
The Marquess of Oueeasherry. for- 
mer prolev-nrol ceramic. al the Roy- 
al College nl Art. tjR: Dr David 
Uowc-Betldoe. chairman. Welsh De- 
velopment Agency, Ml; Sir David 
Rnwc-Ham. former Lord Mayor of 
London. Lord Weir, a Senator of 
the College nf Justice in Scotland, bb: 
Mr Maurice White, rock singer. 5h. 

Anniversaries 
Birchs Edith Piatt Edith Giiwunna 
GassionV. ■singer. 19(5. Deaths: Emi- 
ly Bronte. novelbL li>4S. On this day: 
Ted Hughe* appointed Poet 
Laureate , 19S4. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Ah-isUmus I of Antioch, 
St Gregory nf Aiixcrrc. Si Nemesiu* 
of Alexandria and Si Timothy. 

Synagogue services 

Details or synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sahbaih 
begins in lamdon .il 3 Jhpm. 

United Synagogue*: 0t8l-M] IW. Fed- 
eration of Syn ag ogues 0ISI-202 1243. 
Union of Liberal and Progressive Syna* 
cosucx M7I-SM ttil. Reform 5ynagogm 
of Great Britain,- 0UB-M9 4711. Spamhand 
Portuguese Jews Congregation: tlfl-lif 
2573. New London Synagogue Itlasord): 
D 171 -328 ini. 


LAW REPORT: 19 December. 1997 


Injunction would prevent former spy from profiting from book 


Although the Crown had no 
private law remedy to 
prevent a farmer secret 
intelligence officer who had 
been convicted of offences 
under the Official Secrets 
Act 1911 from receiving 

royalties for hh autobiography, 
an Injunction could be 
granted to prevent him from 
profiting from his crime. 

Attom<?v General v Elate: Court 
•jf Appeal (Loot Woolf. Master 
•;J yw Kr4t. Lend | ust ice Millett 
ar>d lord |wTi*:e MummerO 
it December 1997. 


The Court nf Appeal granted 
an injunction restraining the re- 
spun deni. George Blake, from 
receiving or from authorising 
any person w receive on his be- 
half any payment or other ben- 
efil resulting from or in 
connection with the exploita- 


tion of <Vo Other Choice in any 
form or of any information 
therein relating to security and 
intelligence which was or had 
heen in his possession by virtue 
of his position as a member of 
the Secret Intelligence Services. 

The respondent had been a 
member of the SIS from 1944 
until May 1961. when he plead- 
ed guilty to five counts of 
unlawfully communicating in- 
formation. cuntrary to section 
1( 1 )(c) of the Official SecreLs 
Act 1911. Between 1951 and his 
arrest in 1960 he had become 
an agent for the Soviet Union 
and had disclosed secret infor- 
mation of considerable value. 
He was sentenced to 42 years' 
imprisonment, but escaped 
liom prison in l%h to Moscow. 

The action arose out of his 
autobiography, entitled No 
Other Choice, published by 


Jonathan Cape Ltd in Sep- 
tember 1990. He had neither 
sought nor received any li- 
cence or permission from the 
Crown for the publication of 
the book, and the manuscript 
had not been submitted for pri- 
or approval. £90,000 remained 
payable by the publishers. 

Lord Falconer QC, Solicitor Gener- 
al. Philip Hai ers QC, Mary Vitoria 
QC, Stephen Riclianh and Aidan 
Robertson fTreaxury Solicitor I for the 
.■ithmey General Lord LaterQC and 
Piishpinder Saini f Treasury Solicitor) 
as amici curiae. 

Lord Woolf, MR. handing 
down the judgment of the 
court, said that the issues on the 
appeal were whether the At- 
torney General was entitled lo 
any remedy in private or pub- 
lic law to prevent a former 
member of the STS receiving 


substantial royalties for the 
publication of his book, when 
the submission of the manu- 
script for publication had been 
in breach of contract and a 
criminal offence, and when 
certain information in the man- 
uscript had been, but was no 
longer, secret or confidential. 

Under ihe private law claim, 
the Attorney contended that the 
respondent had acted in breach 
of the fiduciary duty he owed lo 
the Crown, which was the ben- 
eficial owner of the copyright in 
the book. The respondent was 
bound by an undertaking signed 
when he joined the service not 
to disclose information which 
was still confidential. By sub- 
mitting the manuscript without 
clearance he was in breach of 
.contract, but not in breach of 
fiduciary duty. 

The breach of contract pri- 


me facie entitled the Crown to 
an injunction and damages. 
Since the Crown had not 
sought an injunction to prevent 
publication, and could not now 
establish any loss, it was enti- 
tled to no more than nominal 
damages. The court had invit- 
ed submissions on (he question 
whether the Crown might have 
a claim to rcstitutionaiy dam- 
ages for breach of contract. 
Although (he Attorney had 
decided not to advance such a 
claim, the subject was of some 
importance and the court ex- 
pressed a tentative, though 
obiter, view. 

The general rule was that 
damages for breach of contract 
were compensatory, not resti- 
tutionary. The lime had now 
come, however, to accept the 
view that the law was suffi- 
ciently mature to recognise a 


claim fur profits made from 
breach of contract in appro- 
priate circumstances. In the ab- 
sence of a substantial claim for 
damages for breach of contract, 
however, the private law claim 
must be dismissed. 

With regard lo the public law- 
claim, the present case was an 
exceptional one in which the At- 
torney was entitled to intervene 
by instituting civil proceedings, 
in aid of the criminal law, to 
uphold the public policy of 
ensuring that a criminal did not 
retain profit directly derived 
from the commission of his 
crime. The enurt had power lo 
grant an injunction, and the mo- 
ney which would he subject to it 
would be liable to confiscation. 

- Kate O’Hanlon . Barrister 

• The LAW REPORT resumes with 
the new Law Term on 12 January, 
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The new censor is there for everyone, and we need him 
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Before we congratulate our founding ed- 
itor on his appointment as the nation’s 
chief censor, we should pause to ask what 
the British Board of Flhn Classification 
is actually for. Its title and constitution, 
as a body set up by the film industiy, but 
with quasi-judicial powers, have a fustiness 
about them. And sometimes the very idea 
of censorship can seem somewhat antique. 

Most adults will associate the board 
with the adolescent naughtiness of trying 
to get into X-rated pictures. For some it 
might recall the pervasive and some- 
times irrational wartime censorship par- 
odied in Catch -22, when "Yfossarian got the 
job of blacking out words and phrases in 
airmen's letters home and spent a whole 
day unspringing the rhythms in them. 

Nowadays censorship seems at once a 
more serious and a more hopeless task. 
The range, depravity and accessibility of 
what is portrayed in moving twinge with 
sound attached (sometimes rather un- 
convincingly), is indeed, alar ming But we 


should not be too impressed bv ihc vivid 
tableau, often painted. of ihc rickety de- 
fences of civilised values being swept away 
by a tide of unstoppable filth, much of it 
foreign. Satellite broadcasting and the In- 
ternet certainly pose new and difficult 
questions of cross-border policing. But the 
implied choice thus presented, that we 
should either abandon censorship or 
adopt a repressive policy of national au- 
tarky. is a false one. Just because break- 
ins occur, there is no reason to legalise 
burglary or shoot all burglars. 

The only sensible policy is to engage 
in the argument: to establish clear rules 
and guidelines, accept that some dirty wa- 
ter will find its way past the defences and 
to attend always to the causes of things 
rather than to superficial phenomena. This 
last is perhaps the most important. We 
must move the debate on from the point- 
less attempts to “prove" that screen vio- 
lence causes real violence. Apparently a 
Home Office study to be published next 


month will “demonstrate" a link between 
violent films and the behaviour of young 
offenders. Of course there is a link. Not 
in the simple sense that Dustin Hoffman 
suggested lasl year, when he asked if there 
was a connection between Hollywood's 
products and the massacres in Dunblane 
and Tasmania. Siek people will do sick 
thing* regardless of whether they have seen 
The Terminator. But the forms their mad- 
ness lakes will always be .shaped by some- 
thing. be it popular culture, religious 
visions or media reporting of the actions 
of other rick people. 

Censorship cannot be decided on the 
baas of what might send deranged people 
over the brink, hut raiher as a kind of col- 
lective agreement that enables a society to 
rub along together. It needs to reinforce 
the rules we set for acceptable hehuviour. 
while allowing the expression and under- 
standing of irregular behaviour. Young of- 
fenders may choose to watch films which 
suggest to them that violence is a good way 


of living di^ U l« orating Menfr 

iv But ihov wiU only 3“ 011 u,ose ,.“' 
sumptions if there are no 
forces in their families or soadgrouf®. 
Film-makers and censors needtowor 

qr. then, about violence with oomot^n 

list, or presented as a source of sauud 

pleasure Difficult judgements havetobe 

made, particularly about artistic esptarauon 

offiStokcrrfde of the humandjttrac- 
ter. but just because they are difficult does 
not mean they should not be attempted. 

Sex, on the whole, should worry the cen- 
sors less. Ittoo needs to be seen in the con- 
text of social rules which enable us to 
co-exist in mutual respect. If people want 

to play voyeur on filmed acts of consen- 
sual sex, few of us can think of any good 
reason for preventing them. The only ar- 
gument against pornography (minus vio- 
lence) is the continuing concern about the 
portrayal of women. But that is a matter 
for social concern, not legal repression. 
For these reasons, the system of age 


dren understanu 

■— ssrsassss. 

be confident that theycanaeocuntjprthM 

, Kean they arc domg is act- 


dedskms, Decaux ^ 

£1 our proxies. One reason forwd; 
Sfming Andreas Wlnttam, Smith s 
tSment is that the BBFC *as un- 
^ 5 °- a fho ,-nee for censorship by a se- 


appointment is that the BBFC fras un- g 
Sained the case for censorship by a se- t/ 
ries of inconsistent and tnistaken redmg 
Srecent years. Jack Straw was right. to 
break the convention that Home ? Secre- 
taries will rubber-stamp an appointment 

£2ded on the bass of Buggm sTlrm, and 

^ power of veto to mst^anew 

broom/We hope and expect tb^new 

broom wm bring a coherence and^^J- 

ibflity to the regulation of public 
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Soldiers and sex 


Sir. Colonel NeQ Donaldson's 
remarks (report, 17 December) 
about two women in Catterick, 
who may or may not have HIV, 
axe veiy revealing about the 
Army's sexism. 

It's fine for soldiers to be 
promiscuous but, at the first 
hint of danger. Colonel Don- 
aldson accuses the women who 
have sex with these soldiers of 
being ‘'liberal with their affec- 
tions ... and ... not averse to in- 
dulging in casual sex, often 
unprotected" while his “young 
soldiers ... are somehow vul- 
nerable". Isn’t it time that the 
Army started recruiting real 
men who are responsible for 
their own actions? 

PETER J RIMMER 
London EC2 


Sin Who knows that two local 
women are HIV positive? If the 
Army commander has indeed 
been informed of this, both he 
and the health services axe 
guilty of a massive breach of 
confidentiality. 

The wider danger is that this 
incident feeds Jack Straw’s 
counter-productive proposal 
to consider making HIV trans- 
mission a crime. The truth is 
that we all have responsibilities 
for our own consenting sexual 
actions and government has a 
responsibility for providing 
more, better, and continuing 
HIV education and for sup- 
porting people living with HIV, 
who need privacy and confi- 
dentiality, not press hysteria and 
criminalitY. 

JOHN NICHOLSON 
Director 

George House Trust 
Manchester 



Rail by road 


Sir The practice of traasfMjrt- 
ing trains by road (LettersgliJ, 

13 December) predates. ..pri- 
vatisation and has nothing to do- * 

with access charges inxposcdby 
Rai (track. It is intrinsically 
linked to the lack of a level play- 
ing field in transport costs. 

As a result of rail privatisa- 
tion, for the first time in near- 
ly half a century the real costs 
of using the aetworiLinchKfing 
external costs such as polking 
and environmental manage- 
ment, are now known and are 
passed on to train and freight 1 , 
operating companies. If the 
price of hauling a train by road 
included external elements 
such as environmental clean-up, 
traffic polking and a contribu- 
tion towards the cost of con- 
gestion to business, rail might 
be the more cost-effective op- 
tion. 

MIKE GIBSON 
London El 5 
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Attack on disabled 


Sir: I write on behalf of a 
group of relatives in the Cam- 
bridge area who care for 
Alzheimer's patients in our 
own homes. 

Wb resent becoming an easy 
target for Blair's welfare “re- 
forms" (“Blair is on a mission", 
IS December). By all means let 
him crack down on fraudulent 
claims, but he must not use a 
scattered blunderbuss attack 
which banns those with genuine 
needs. 

Several of us who are under 
6? have given up good jobs in 
order to care for a spouse or 
parent. In some families where 
both the a younger victim and 
a spouse who cares full-time can 
no longer go out to work, the 


financial blow is horrific: I reck- 
on that over the course of this 
very long and terminal illness try 
husband and I together wiD lose 
quarter of a million pounds in 
potential earnings. Taxing or 
means-testing the disability liv- 
ing allowance (DLA) bits a 
family when it is down and is im- 
moral and offensive. 

All of us greeted with hol- 
low laughter the exhortation 
that people on benefits should 
be helped back into work. As 
carers, we receive £37-35 a 
week invalid care allowance for 
round-the-clock care of an ex- 
tremely difficult nature. That 
works out at 22p an hour. We 
do a job which it would cost the 
state 10 times as much to pro- 
vide in a residential home. Yet 
•we carers are not allowed to 
earn, even if we were able to, 
more than £50 a week clear. 
And the cost of buying-in a sit- 
ting service for our relative in 
our absence? Between £5 and 
£6 an hour. 

But here's the real crunch. 
When a person with dementia 


finally enters a nursing home or 
menul hospital (which then 
claims the DLA and other pen- 
sions), it would be down to the 
cash-strapped social services 
or NHS to make up any short- 
fall such as that created by a 
means- test or tax deduction on 
the DLA. So all that Blair will 
have done is to shift part of the 
burden of cost from central gov- 
ernment to local council or 
health services. Gever, cal- 
lous. or just plain thick? 

We hope that rebellious 
MPs will deliver the answer. 
BARBARA POINTON 
Thripbw, Cambridgeshire 


Sin If “Blair is on a mission" 
(report. 15 December), he must 
make some theological dis- 
tinctions. 

He is quite right to want to 
reduce the social security bfil, 
but the social security bill is not 
the fault of the welfare state. So- 
cial security is a demand-led 
budget and measures failures in 
the real economy. He would do 
more to lower the benefit bill by 


repairing the London Tube and 
by bringing down the level of the 
pound than by any changes in 
welfare he can imagine. 

There are measures which 
social security can contribute to 
reducing the welfare bill and 
most of these the Taylor review 
of the poverty trap h as in hand. 
Mr Blair must take care that in 
encouraging people into work 
he does not destroy the essen- 
tial safeguard of a free market, 
that jobs must be made suffi- 
ciently attractive for people to 
want to take them. If he de- 
stroys this, he sets up a system 
of conscription, which in peace- 
time is unacceptable and un- 
enforceable. 

The one measure he has so 
far introduced which is likely to 
produce a significant reduction 
of the welfare biD is the national 
minimum wage, and on that I 
congratulate him. 

Earl RUSSELL 
Liberal Democrat 
Social Security Spokes) nan 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Green challenge 


Sin Charles Arthur neatly sum- 
marises the CBl’s lobbying po- 
sition on Britain's target for 
reducing greenhouse gas pollu- 
tion after the Kyoto summit 
(“Labour faces rethink on green- 
housc-gas curbs", 12 December). 

The CB1 would like the 
Government to “pluck the low- 
lying fruit" first - which means 
the domestic housing sector. 
And there is “little point" in cut- 
ting the main greenhouse gas, 
carbon dioxide, if reductions in 
methane, nitrous oxide HFCs 
etc have an equivalent effect. Of 
course COi comes mostly from 
energy generation. 

This is the familiar laissez- 
faire formula in which industry 
does nothing to change struc- 
turally. and “targets" are sim- 
ply sot at what emissions will be 
anyway. Hence they are "real- 
istic and achievable". 

This is all tinkering in the 
margins. For cuts of 10-20 per 
cent such trade-offs may seem 
ingenious but cuts of up to 60 per 


cent are needed in a few decades 
if climate is to be protected 
The CBI needs to accept that 
UK industry must invest in or- 
der to become clean, viable and 
productive for the future, rather 
than uy to cut corners, put off 
change and hope that enough 
householders will lag their lofts 
to enable boardrooms to con- 
tinue to snooze peacefully. 
CHRIS ROSE 
Deputy Executive Director 
Greenpeace UK 
London N1 


20th century voices 


Sin I was surprised Lo read Paul 
McCann's article “BBC to tape 
the people's 20lh century" ( 12 
December). 

The Imperial Wax Museum 
Sound Archive already has some 
28.0fl0 hours of “people talking 
about their lives during the 2lJlh 
century". Our 25-year-old, on- 
going. oral history programme 
comprises recordings of men 
and women, civilians and service 
pena wind, in a social history col- 


lection that documents the en- 
tire century, including the two 
major ware, up to the present day. 
It covere such areas as employ- 
ment, domestic life, medicine and 
health, sex, food, religion, tech- 
nology, entertainment and pol- 
itics. The accounts span courage, 
fear, humour, love and loss. 

Listening copies of our mas- 
ter recordings are available in 
analogue and digital formats. 
The archive is regularly con- 
sulted free of charge by acad- 
emics, schools groups, authors, 
broadcasters and interested in- 
dividuals. 

Efforts to expand the doc- 
umentation of this century’s his- 
tory via professional oral 
history interviews should be ap- 
plauded. It would, however, be 
wrong to give the impression 
that we must wait for the mil- 
lennium and the efforts of the 
BBC in order to listen to the 
tales of this centuiy. 
MARGARET BROOKS 
Keeper of the Sound Archive 
Imperial War Museum 
l^ondon SEI 


Sir. The still nationalised 
British Rail accepted several 
yeare ago that its enonnous con- 
sumption of diesel fuel would - 

be much less expensive if de- 
livered by road tankers, rather '■ ‘ 
than by its own rail system. 

As long as this ritficofous sit- 
uation is allowed to prevail, - 

Britain's roads will continue to 
be choked by HGVs. It must , 
make both economic and eco- •- 
logical sense for the rail net- 
work to be the main freight 
distributor, with road traits- _ - 
port taking over for the link 
from the rail-head to the final 
destination- 
JWYSE 

Birmingham 
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London shunned 


Sin I suspect your survey com- 
paring French and British atti- 
tudes to each other (17_. 
December) makes the mistake 
of taking London as the voice 
of Britain. I doubt whether 50 
per cent of British people^ 
would wish to live inLondo 
let alone the French. 

JAMES THIRST 
Nottingham 


Fashion fan 


Sir: Loved your lingerie feai 
(17 December). Could 
please have more of the 
with the same model if possi 
bte ... perhaps on page three in 
future? 

NORMAN HOUSLEY 
Leicester 
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The whole shopping centre was in on the act - even Father Christmas 


m 
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KINGTON 


Today I bring you the second 
and final part of our Christmas 
story set in the tough world of 
retail trade. 

There is Ear too much shop- 
lifting going on in the trendy 
Atrium shopping maO, so gen- 
eral manager Don orders se- 
curity head Gerry to show that 
his security men mean busi- 
ness. Gerry seeks publicity by 

getting out-of-work actor Lenny 
to pretend to be a shop-lifter. 
Lenny is pursued by two guards 
down the street, where the 
public step in-and beat up the 
security guards! Now read on. 

‘This wasn't the sort of pub- 
licity we were looking for, Ger- 
ry," said Don. “The idea was 
that you would show how good 
your guys are at spotting, chas- 
ing and apprehending 


shop-lifters. Bui your hired 
man, your fake shop-lifter, got 
away. That sends out the wrong 
message, Gerry." 

“Oh, come on - 1 wasn't ex- 
pecting the public to inter- 
vene!” protested Gerry. 
“Normally, when you cry *S top 
Thief, the public is expected to 
stop (he thief, not side with him. 
But my men were deliberately 
set upon to allow Lenny to get 
away with this decoy jacket he 
was making off with!" 

“Did we get the jacket 
back?" inquired Don. 

“Sure we did." said Gerrv. 
“At least Lenny is honest! You 
may not get shop-lifters re- 
turning things, but you can 
generally trust an oui-of-work 
actor. Especially if he hasn’t 
been paid yeL" 


“Did Lenny have any com- 
ment to make on the cock-up?" 
said Don. 

“No. Well, be did, but it was 
only a rather silly suggestion." 

“Tell me." 

“He said, jokingly, that we 
should have had two "fake mem- 
bers of the public, played h\ ac- 
tors. ready to leap out "and 
tackle him." 

“Two actors arresting an- 
other actor?" 

"Yes." 

I like it, said Don, “Do it” 

They did it. Lenny ran away 
again, and was again pursued 
ty the security men, but this 
time he was slopped in his 
iracks by the two actors in the 
crowd, who, disguised as real 
people, leapt out and put him 
in a terrible arm-lock. 


Unfortunately, this annoyed 
the rest of the crowd, who 
didn t like u>m.v an unfortunate 
shop-lifter set on by the forces 
of righteousness, and thev lib- 
erated Lenny the actor by us- 
ing a liule hit of force against 
the security guards. 

Lenny brought the jacket 
back again. 

“Tell you what." he said to 
Gerry, “why don't you have a 
couple of actors standing by 
dressed as policemen? Then 
they could weigh in and rescue 
me from the actors dressed as 
members of the public!" 

"f think you’ll find," said Ger- 
ry heavily, “that it’s an offence 
to impersonate a police officer.’' 

“No. it's not," said Lenny. 
“Jack Warner impersonated 
Dixon of Dock Green. Those 


blokes in Z Cars did it too. and 
so. I believe, did John Thaw as 
Inspector Morse and none of 
them was ever arrested for the 
crime!! Also ..." 

“Yes, yes," said Geny. “I get 

your point." 

The next time it happened. 
Lenny ran away with the jack- 
et and was apprehended by two 
members of the public (played 
by actors) who were supported 
by a policeman (played by an 
actor) who was unfortunately 
impeded by the public (played 
by themselves) and Lenny got 
away again. He brought back 
the jacket again (Armani copy, 
£229.99). 

“We could have the public all 
played by actore next time." said 
Gerry, hopefully. “Every spec- 
tator, every bystander. All fake. 


That would be impressive. In- 
cidentally ..." 

“Yes ?"said Don. 

“Have you vetted the bloke 
that plays Father Christmas in 
the mall ? Can you trust him?" 

“You mean, trust him not to 
touch up little children?" 

“No," said Gerry disgust ed- 
. ly. “Thist him not to shop-lift 
. . . Father Christmas's costume 
might have been custom-built 
for shop-li fting ..." 

By the time Christmas was 
only a week away, almost every- 
one of consequence in the mall 
was played by an actor. Father 
Christmas, policemen, mem- 
bers of the public, shop-lifters, 
everyone. Crime had gone 

dowa sales figures had gone up. 

“I think we've turned the cor- 
ner.” said Geny, when he went 



for his quick daily meeting 
with Don. ‘‘Crime is down, im- 
personation is up. At this rate, 
all the shopkeepers will be 
played by actors as well!” . 

There was no reaction. Then 
Don turned round. But it wasn't 
Don! It was someone else! ■ 

“I’m afraid Don couldn't 
make it today,” he said “Tin 
standing in for him." 

The funding Tor thfo story 
has been, provided by Equity; 
the actors’ union. This Christ- 
mas time, please don’t forget 
out-of-work actors, and please 
fry to use them wheueverpos- 
siWe. They can masquerade as 
anyone - your in-laws, carol 
singers, waiters at parties etc. 
They’re cheap and. they’re 
cheerful, and usually house- 
trained. You won't regret It! 
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Cook or Dewar: which 


will be 
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DONALD 
MACINTYRE 
SCOTLAND’S 
NEW LEADER 


On his recent visit to Budapest, Robin 
Cook publicly said twice that he looked 
forward to returning one day as the For- 
eign Secretary of one EU member state 
visiting another EU member state. On the 
face of it, this was a polite but unre- 
markable piece of diplomatic orthodoxy: 
giving a welcome push to Hungary's de- 
sire to join an enlarged European Com- 
munity. Tb the augurs of Scottish politics, 
however, it is pregnant with significance. 
For if Cook meant what he said, be must 
AffinaHy have ruled out the prospect of him 
becoming the first First Minister of Scot- 
land. On no possible timetable of EU en- 
largement could Hungary join the EU 
before Cook would, if he chose to make 
his career in Scotland, have to take a seat 
in the new Scottish parliament, forsake 
the Foreign Secretaryship, and stand for 
the top job in Edinburgh. 

But did he mean what he said in Bu- 
dapest? Last weekend, Scotland on Sun- 
day set pulses racing with a story suggestin g 
that Cook and Donald Dewar, Scottish 
Secretary, and hitherto the man most fre- 
quently tipped to head the new Scottish 
executive, had reached a tentative and in- 
formal deal - a version of the famous 
Granita pact under which Gordon Brown 
abandoned his leadership ambitions in 
favour of Tony Blair. Allegedly Dewar 
**taould stand aside, perhaps seeking instead 
'''the speakership of the new Scottish par- 
liament. and allow Cook a dear run at the 
First Ministership. Liberated from the 
shackles of collective cabinet responsibility, 
and from a punishing travel schedule which 
inevitably removes him from the forefront 
of domestic politics, the most articulate 
figure on the neo-Keynesian left in British 
politics would thus become the most 
powerful man in Scotland. He would be 
free at last to put some of his economic 
and social ideas into practice: socialism in 
one country. And the ever-modest Dewar 
would withdraw to relative obscurity, 
confident of his place in history as the chief 
architect of the transforming devolution 
MB, which he published yesterday and will 
triumphantly pilot through the Com- 
mons next year. 

Certainly, such a course would have 
, , great attractions for Cook. He shows every 
9 sign of enjoying being Foreign Secretary 
™ and Tony Blair is said to be among those 
who regard him as a conspicuous success 
in the job,. particularly in European ne- 
gotiations. But before he was made shad- 
ow foreign Secretary by Biair and applied 
himself to the job with all the diligence 
of the precocious schoolboy swat he 
once was. Cook’s principal interests were 
all in domestic politics. And it's difficult 
to see, as long as Blair remains Prime Min- 
ister, what Cook’s next career move 


Minister? 


could be in London. It's scarcely possi- 
ble at present to imagine Brown vacat- 
ing the Chancellorship. But eveo if it 
wasn’t. Cook himself probably accepts 
deep down that, however well qualified 
he may be intellectually to go lo the Trea- 
sury. he would be ideologically unsuitable 
to do the job in a Blair administration. 
The Home Office is already pretty well 
precluded, given that he is a Scottish MP 
and that the Home Office’s writ is main- 
ly confined to En glan d and Wales. It 
would certainly be so once the Scottish 
Parliament was in being. This leaves 
only the sort of cabinet jobs that after the 
Foreign Office would seem a bit of a let- 
down, and beside which the First Minis- 
tership of Scotland might be a truly 
thrilling prospect. 

So last weekend’s story has a superfi- 
cial plausibility. Cook has not finally 
made up his mind whether he wants the 
job; he will no doubt be thinking about it 
over Christmas. And it’s theoretically 
conceivable that Dewar would stand aside 
for him. But don't bank on it First the 
strength of Dewar’s own claim on the job 
should not be overlooked. From Blair's 
point of view be would be an ideal choice. 
Everything Dewar has said over the past 
couple of years suggests an anxiety to en- 
sure that the Scottish Parliament beds 
down with a minim um of friction with the 
UK administration. For all his brilliance 
Cook might be less, well, predictable. Tb 
take just one example, it’s easier to imag- 
ine Cook chafing at the Labour Party or - 
dinance against use, in the first term of the 
new parliament, of its tax-raising powers. 

Secondly there would be something 
highly appropriate about Dewar, happi- 
er in politics than he has ever been, be- 
coming the first incumbent of a job that 
he has been so proud as Scottish Secre- 
tary to create. Thirdly - though this is a 
point that wiQ irritate supporters of a Cook 
First Ministership - Dewar has believed 
in the Scottish Parliament throughout his 
political career. By contrast Cook is a (rel- 
ative) late-comer to the cause of the Scot- 
tish parliament, having been a prominent 
opponent in the 1979 referendum, and 
having only become a convert after the 
19S3 general election when Labour 
slumped to its worst post-war defeat de- 
spite success in Scotland. Finally, there 
is no sign whatever that Dewar has re- 
motely lost interest in taking the job - 
rather the reverse. Nor is there any rea- 
son why, at only 60, he should 

In theory, the Fust Ministership need 
not be decided until after the Scottish Par- 
liament elections in May 1999. Formally 
it is the new parliament that elects the First 
Minister. Yesterday, briefing on the Bill in 
London, the Scottish Office minister Hen- 
ry Macleish declined to confirm absolutely 
that Labour would enter those elections 
with a dear candidate for the job at its head. 
But all the other parties will have leaders; 
it would be an unthinkably severe handi- 
cap for Labour, virtually certain to become 
the biggest single party, not to be led at 
tire elections by one dear candidate for the 
top job. And in any case. Cook would have 
to decide by the middle of next year 
whether to stand for the Scottish Parlia- 
ment. He is nine years younger than De- 
war, he could yet stand as the second First 
Minister. These are deep waters: it is un- 
likely that Cook has yet altogether ruled 
out the possibility of standing against his 
old adversary Brown for the UK Prime 
Ministership in the hugely unlikely event 
of Tbny Blair suddenly bowing out Easi- 
ly the best guess is that Cook told the Hun- 
garians the truth. 


Fear of Aids is not the only thing 
that frightens the modern soldier 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

ON WHY OUR 
SOLDIERS CRY 


It does not take that much to 
bring the British army to its 
knees. I'm not talking chemical 
warfare here. Something far 
more deadly has emerged as a 
serious threat to the safe-keep- 
ing of our boys who have been 
put on slapper alerl. Two 19- 
year-old women living in North 
Yorkshire have been identi- 
fied as a threat to, according to 
The Sun, “5.000 troops’’, be- 
cause they were said to be de- 
liberately spreading the Aids 
virus. 

This story was prompted by 
the fact that the garrison com- 
mander of Catterick had earli- 
er in the week posted a warning 
to his troops around the base. 
This warning said that a confi- 
dential source had told him that 
“at least two females living in 
the geographical area of Catt- 
erick Garrison have contracted 
the Aids virus and are HTV-poS- 
itive. These same females are 
believed to be liberal with their 
affections, particularly to sol- 
diers, and are not averse to in- 
dulging in casual sex 
unprotected". Commander Do- 
naldson has since defended 
this action by saying. “We have 
a duty of care. We have a lot of 
very young soldiers who are 
rather' vulnerable." 

The two women, who have 
been practically tarred and 
feathered by the tabloids, are 
also perhaps vulnerable. They 
have not been entitled to any 
privacy. We know their names, 
their faces, what one of the es- 
tranged husbands thinks, what 
other people in the village have 
said about them. One of the 
women has had her windows 
broken and has been ostracised 
by the rest of he village. 

All of this strikes me as lit- 
tle more than malicious gossip, 
rumour-mongering elevated to 
the lex-el of news. How- did Do- 
naldson's confidential source 
know that these women were 
HIV positive? Had he seen the 
results of these women's HIV' 
tests? No. Because the women 
had not had them. Yesterday 
one of the women, who has 
since been tested, announced 
that she was found negative. 
One hundred soldiers at the 
base have also sought medical 
advice. Of course these soldiers 
are not to be named, nor will 
we ever know what sc.xuallv 



The real 
assault course 
is one that the 
Army does not 
know how to 
protect its 
soldiers from: 
the unholy 
triumvirate of 
Europe, 
women and 
homosexuals 

Photograph: 

Craig Easton 


transmitted diseases they may 
or may not have. Donaldson 
could easily have issued a safe- 
sex warning without scape- 
goating particular women. 

However the whole tone of 
this “story" has been positive- 
ly medieval: from the bizarre 
language of the army bods -“fe- 
males" used instead of 
“women" - to the witch hum 
of The Sun, which informed us 
that one of the “girls’' doesn’t 
deserve to be a mum. I lake it 
then, that the 100 soldiers who 
were also possibly “liberal with 
their affections" do not deserve 
ever to be dads. Yet our sym- 
pathy is supposed to be with the 
poor young squaddies. 30 of 
whom are reported to have bar- 
ken down in tears. 

This is presumably what 
made Sir Michael Rose, one- 
time commander of the UN 
Protection Force in Bosnia 
write an article that The Daily 
Telegraph chose tellingly to 
headline “Why Europe, women 
and homosexuals threaten our 
armed forces”. This unholy tri- 
umvirate. which has apparent- 
ly done mi much to undermine 
the status of men in civilian life, 
must not be allowed to affect 
our biivs. W’hv ? Well, our bovs 


are different and must not be 
destroyed by a “mixture of cul- 
tural change within our own so- 
ciety". Soldiers apparently need 
a different set of moral values 
because unlike civilians they 
may be required to kill and be 
killed. 

In other words soldiers must 
be protected from the assaults 
on masculinity that have taken 
place in the rest of society. But 
the hard truth is that it is already 
too late. We are talking , are we 
not, of an institution in decline? 
There are not enough recruits; 
and the ones that there are do 
not respond to the endless bar- 
racking and physical discipline 
ns before, because men have 
changed. They are softer. Even 
their feel are softer because of 
the wearing of trainers, so they 
can't get used to boots. More 
seriously', the end of the Cold 
War has meant that the role of 
the armed forces is itself in 
question. 

While the mythology of ac- 
tive combat is always there, 
many of the tearful squaddies 
at Catterick will not actually be 
required to fight in this way. 
Their role will be primarily 
one of peace-keeping duties, 
and though there may be the 


odd flare-up it is the 6 lire 
troops - the paras, marines and 
the commando units that will do 
the fighting. There is huge gap 
between the glorious rhetoric of 
battle and the duller reality of 
much army life. Yet it is this 
rhetoric that sustains so much 
of the sexual anxiety of the 
armed forces. Such rhetoric is 
always about penetrating the 
enemy, “not looking like a 
bloody woman" or “a poor, yet 
somehow being submissive to 
your commanders and lying 
down your life for your mate. 
Homosexuals and women arc 
a threat because they rupture 
the kinds of male bonding that 
sustain I his peculiar way of 
life. The practice of “sharing 
women" revealed in Lhis latest 
panic, as well as in the recent 
rape trial involving several ju- 
nior army officers, can be seen 


as a kind of homo-erotic form 
of male bonding, but one that 
is apparently a traditional and 
acceptable part of army life. 

In such a context women, 
whether in the army or outside 
it, are always going to disrupt 
this uniformity of masculinity, 
which is remarkably seen as de- 
void of sexuality. As Major-Gen- 
eral Ken Perkins wrote in a 
letter to the Telegraph, “In war, 
there is already enough tension 
in the front line, without intro- 
ducing an unnecessary element 
of sex." The admission of 
women and gays into the Army 
means that sex will presumably 
be thrust onto the agenda where 
it was strangely absent before. 

The question that needs to 
be asked is whether the Army 
should be reflecting in any way 
at all the changes that have tak- 
en place in the rest of society 
or should it further isolate it- 
self from them? Surely the 
more it “protects" and infan- 
tflises its members, because of 
the need for “soldiers to be dif- 
ferent", the less any one will 
choose this archaic career. In 
common with so many of our 
institutions, it has to mod- 
ernise; and modernisation 
means that the old enemies of 
femininity, homosexuality and 
racial difference have to be in- 
corporated into its ranks rather 
than excluded. 

To judge by this week’s 
events featuring devouring 
women and cry-baby soldier 
boys this is virtually impossible. 
The fear and loathing of “fe- 
males" expressed by officers, 
squaddies and newspaper re- 
porters alike has been shame- 
ful. but in its own horrible way 
thoroughly revealing. If 5,000 
troops can’t cope with two 
promiscuous teenagers, then its 
bard lo imagine that these 
same lads will be potential he- 
roes when it comes to anything 
more demanding. Clearly, as 
long as these men are encour- 
aged to treat women as an en- 
tirely separate species, it 
unlikely that they will want to 
serve alongside them on the 
front-line. 

Those of us not in the Army 
might also wonder about the isr 
sue of sexual responsibility. 
Why has it fallen entirely on the 
women and not the men in this 
case? In a neat role-reversal, 
these men, supposedly tougher 
and more manly than normal 
men. have been portrayed as 
blubbering victims of the 
wicked witches of the North. 
Bur if these men are victims at 
alt they are victims of the 
Army itself which insists on 
fighting a losing battle. 


Appearance and reality in the land of opportunity 



MARY 
DEJEVSKY 
^YING IN 
AMERICA 


Were you ever told not lo hide 
your light, under a bushel? In 
competitive, performance- 
geared America, such Biblical 
advice seems quaintly timid. 
Here, it is a rare creature in- 
deed who lingers in the shad- 
ows. Everyone else is out there 
shinin g for all they are worth, 
determined to catch whatever 
limelight may be going as well 
Sometimes, though, the 
pressure to shine as brightly as 
America expects calls for boost- 
er batteries and borrowed pow- 
er, and the attendant risk of 
^osure^The past week has 
fKmsbed two notable exam- 
ples: the one tragic, the other 


comic (or nearly), and both in- 
structive. 

Pity poor Larry Lawrence, a 
millionaire b usinessma n from 
California grown rich in the ho- 
tel business. Wealth alone was 
not enough for him. Lawrence 
craved respect, influence and 
public office. He donated cash 
to the Democratic forty, gained 
access to its most luminous 
star - a certain Bfll Clinton - 
and was rewarded in the full- 
ness of time with an ambas- 
sadorship. 

Oo his way to recognition, 
however, Lawrence embell- 
ished his CV with an episode of 
war heroism - an injury sus- 
tained while trying to save 
crewmates during an attack on 
the Arctic convoys in the Sec- 
ond World War. In life, he got 
away with iL In death, by an ac- 
cident of Washington politics, 
he was found out- Half a cen- 
tury after bis fictitious exploit, 
he fell victim to Republican 
charges that Democratic Party 
donors had been able to “buy" 
burial plots at Arlington ceme- 
tery. Last week, Lawrence be- 
came the firsr person to be 
disinterred from the nations 
military burial ground. 

The irony was that he may 
not have needed a military his- 
tory to be buried at Arlington: 

his death in ambassadorial ser- 


vice might have sufficed. But his 
lie bad been exposed, and 
.America shows no mercy to 
those who defile what it holds 
sacred. “Dig Him Up" was the 
headline on a New York 
tabloid, even before his widow 
proposed that very solution. 

The other CV polisher was 
AI Gore, the Vice-President. He 
told reporters that he was the 
model for Oliver Barrett IV. ihe 
“preppy" law student hero of 
Erich Segal’s Love Story. Thai 
Al and Ids wife - then girlfriend 
- Tipper had been the proto- 
types for the tragic couple did 
the rounds of ihe gossip 
columns for days - with never 
a word of denial or clarification 
from the Vice-President or his 
PR team - until Segal rumed 
up to set the record straight. Al 
was half of Oliver, he explained: 
the staid, pressurized, son-of- 
famous-father half, not the cre- 
ative. sensitive half. Tipper was 
nowhere. 

These two tales, the tragic 
and quasi-comic, seem almost 
forgiveable beside other ego- 
boosting deceptions of recent 
memory. Lawrence was disin- 
terred only weeks after a fed- 
eral judge in California. James 
Ware, withdrew his name as an 
appeals court nominee. He had 
been forced to admit that he 
was not the brother of a boy 


who had died in an Alabama 
racist shooting. Although, he 
had told the talc for years, he 
had finally to concede that 
they were not related. 

Then there was Admiral Je- 
remy Buorda. who committed 
suicide after being exposed by 
a journalist for wearing medals 
to which he was not entitled- 
And further back was the case 
of Janet Cooke, winner of 
America's most prestigious 
journalism prize, the Pulitzer, 
for a feature about child drug 
addicts chat was pure invention. 
Her CV was fictitious, mo. 
claiming a degree from the 
elite Vassar College. 

Disparate though these cas- 
es seem, they have something 
in common beyond the bold- 
ness of the invention and the 
fact chat they were found out. 
The perpetrators all wanted to 
improve themselves, and the es- 
tablishment they aspired to 
wanted desperately to believe 
them, each compensating for 
his or her own inadequacy . 

Lam Lawrence, perhaps 
over-cruelly exposed now as it 
self-made man ot shallow van- 
ity. gave himself a heroic past. 
The stolid Al Gore gave him- 
self a trait of romantic spon- 
taneity. Judge Ware, whose 
fir*i error. like Gore v ma> have 
been to allow someone else s 


mistaken assumption to stand, 
gave himself a civil rights his- 
tory he did not have. The ad- 
miral awarded himself 
additional distinction. And Ms 
Cooke gave herself an elite de- 
gree, without which - as a for- 
mer c« fUcaguc < >f hers conceded 
- she would never have got a 
look-mat the Washington Pn\t. 
But the Post (like the military, 
like the courts, like the politi- 
cal establish menu needed 
someone just like the person 
she purported to be - in her 
ease, a height young black re- 
porter. All of them gave these* 
exaggeratory the benefit of the 
doubt. 

In fast-moving, success-ori- 
entated America, the tempta- 
tion for ordinary but aspiring 
mortals lo enhance their qual- 
ifications to fill in the per- 
ceived gaps is always there. The 
question now is how many 
more have crossed the line 
front enhaneemeni to lies and 
got away with it - from those 
who understated their age ami 
overstated their qualifications 
in enter the US in the first 
place, to those who pinned an 
extra medal on their breast? 

The barest acquaintance 
with American CV-w riling sug- 
gests that this is an art akin to 
advertising. Career resumes 
are designed to compete with 


the brashest in the market. 
The rule is: “sell" yourself. 
Disappearing from one part of 
the country in “start" over with 
a new identity in another is an 
honourable American tradi- 
tion; but this is not just “starl- 
ing over", it is repackaging. 

If there is a flaw in Ameri- 
can selection procedures, it is 
the attention to packaging. If 
you look plausible, ooze confi- 
dence. speak briskly and to 
the poinL that is taken as a mea- 
sure of competence. Often, lit- 
tle more is required. “He's 
done loo many talk shows" 
was a rare criticism of a well 
qualified academic whose an- 
swer to a searching question ex- 
tended no further than a glib 
sound-byte. 

Were CVs treated as ad- 
vertising rather than history, all 
■ might be wdl: but they are not. 
And while legions of “facl- 
checkers" sift pre-publication 
articles and hooks for errors, the 
cheeking of career histories 
goes by ibe board. One call to 
Larry Lawrence’s college would 
have rumbled his military 
claims: one check on Judge 
Ware’s family, one call to Vas- 
sar College about Janet Cooke 
would have established the 
truth. But the truth is not some- 
thing Americans are in hurzy 10 
find out. 
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Stock Exchange imposes record £350,000 fine 
on JP Morgan for manipulating the FTSE 100 


The Stock Exchange last 
night handed out a 
record £350,000 fine to 
the US investment bank 
JP Morgan, after two 
traders tried to 
manipulate the market. 
To try to prevent 
further abuses, the 
Exchange is to intervene 
directly in New Year’s 
Eve trading and has 
clarified its position on 
market manipulation. 

Lea Paterson reports. 


JP Morgan yesterday an- 
nounced it had fired the two 
traders who attempted to drive 
down the level of the FTSI; 100 
towards the close of trade on 
Friday, 28 November. 

The bank said in a state- 
ment “JP Morgan has con- 
cluded Us internal investigation 
into the matter and two indi- 
viduals have been terminated 
in its London office.” A 
spokesman declined to name 
the individuals involved. 

The Stock Exchange yes- 
terday imposed a record 
£350,000 fine on the US h ank 
after concluding its traders had 


acted with “the sole intention" 
of moving the FTSE 100, in 
breach of Exchange rules. 

The last time the Exchange 
fined a member fir m was in 
March 1994, when J&E Davy, 
an Irish stockbroker, was fined 
Ir£150,000 (£133,000). 

The Stock Exchange said last 
night its investigation into the 
matter was now dosed. 

At the be ginning of this 
month, the Exchange an- 
nounced it was to look into un- 
usual trading patterns at the end 
of November. In the dosing mo- 
ments of trade on 2S November, 
the FTSE 100 dropped more 


Asda rules out hostile bid 
for Safeway as sales soar 


Asda ruled out a hostile 
bid for Safeway 
yesterday as it posted 
soaring profits and 
rising market share. 

But as Nigel Copet 
City Correspondent, 
reports, Asda has 
not dismissed the 
possibility of an 
agreed £9bn merger. 


Asda's chief executive, Allan 
Leighton, moved to quell recent 
speculation that Asda might 
make a hostile move for 
Safeway after merger dis- 
cussions between the two rivals 
collapsed in September. He 
said the regulatory difficulties 
that had scuppered the deal in 
the first place still remained. 
‘And, anyway, hostile bids are 
not our style." 

It is thought that the super- 
market group, chaired by 
Archie Norman, is growing so 
fast that it may not need the 


deal. According to observers, 
Asda feels a hostile bid would 
be more likely to fall foul of the 
competition authorities than a 
merger. 

The company is unwilling to 
risk tbe months of uncertainty 
that an investigation would 
require. 

Mr Leighton was speaking 
after Asda’s chairman, Archie 
Norman, had also poured cold 
water on the fevered bid 
speculation. 

“A lot of the speculation 
has been fanciful, to say the 
least Nothing has changed 
since September and apart 
from the occasional encounter 
at the odd Christmas party we 
have had no contact with Safe- 
way whatsoever." But be 
added: “I'm not ruling any- 
thing out for an eternity. I’m 
a businessman." 

He said Asda was not averse 
to acquisitions and had looked 
at buying the Welcome Break 
service stations earlier this 
year. 

But be said the company did 
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BSkyB 

suffers 

another 

defection 


than 30 points after substantial 
falls in the shares of Glaxo Well- 
come and SmithKiinc Beech am. 
the pharmaceutical giants. 

The two JP Morgan traders 
are thought to have taken 
advantage of late afternoon 
illiquidity in Sets, the Stock Ex- 
change’s new order-driven trad- 
ing system, to drive down the 
level of the FTSE 100. The 
traders are understood to have 
been hedging an over the 
counter options contract. 

In a separate development 
aimed at solving the problem of 
rogue closing prices on New 
Year’s Eve, the Stock Exchange 


announced yesterday it would 
not allow share prices to be de- 
termined solely by the forces of 
demand and supply on 31 
December. Instead, Exchange 
statisticians will analyse dosing 
prices for each FTSE 100 slock 
and will disregard prices they 
deem "exceptional". 

Under Sets, traders type 
into an electronic order book 
the number and the price of 
shares they wish to sell (or 
buy). The orders then remain 
on the hook until they are 
matched with an equivalent 
buy (or sell) order, at which 
point the trade is executed. 


Late in the afternoon, 
traders tend to remove non- 
exccuted orders from the book 
to avoid being caught out by 
overnight developments in the 
US and in the Far East. This 
means that prices on the order 
book at this lime can be un- 
representative of the day’s 
trade. As the last trade exe- 
cuted gives a share's closing 
level, trades executed in the late 
afternoon can give rise to so- 
called “rogue" prices. 

To try to solve this problem 
on New Year's Eve, a day when 
closing prices are used for fund 
valuations, the Exchange has 


Fears for 
UK jobs 
as Kodak 
takes axe 

to 16,000 
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trading prices will oe a unre- 
garded for the purposes of cal- 
culating closing values. 

Closing prices, both fix' shares 
and the FTSE 100, will be calcu- 
lated from the last trading price 
that satisfies the “normality” test 


imposed ty the statisticians. 

Outlook, page 21 
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not need a deal to improve the 
business. It plans to double the 
number of Asda hypermarkets 
from IS to 30 over the next two 
years while other stores will be 
extended. 

The comments came as 
Asda reported a 19 per cent 
increase in first-half pre- 
exceptional profits to £190m. 

Asda's same store sales 
have increased by almost 9 per 
cent, well ahead of all its super- 
market rivals, and its market 
share has increased from 10.6 
per cent to 11.7 per cent This 
is now well ahead of Safe- 
way’s share, which it reported 
last month as 7.8 per cent. 

Analysts said the figures 
showed that Safeway was 
beginning to lose touch with 
Tesco, Sainsbury and Asda. M I 
think that in a few years’ time 
we will be talking about the big 
three rather than the big four, 
whether Safeway gets taken 
over or not,” one analyst said. 
Asda shares closed 7-Sp higher 
at 178p. 

Outlook, page 21 
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Denis the Menace: How Mr Cassidy’s three companies have underperformed Photograph: FT I 
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Cassidy quits on second profit warning 


BSkyB has suffered another 
senior defection, in the same 
week that four cable operators 
put the final seal on a pay-per- 
view service to rival the satellite 
broadcaster's. 

Bruce Dunlop, director of 
promotions and creative ser- 
vices, left tbe company earlier this 
week, it emerged last night. His 
departure coincided with the 
announcement from a consor- 
tium of cable companies that they 
have formed their own pay-per- 
view outfit, called Front Row. 

The service, which is backed 
by Tfelewest Communications, 
NTL, Diamond Cable and Gen- 
eral Cable, will offer “movies- 
on-demand” to cable customers 
with films from Warner Broth- 
ers and Columbia Tristar. It is 
being hailed by the cable in- 
dustry as the first successful 
challenge to BSfcyB’s strangle- 
hold on programming rights. 

However, some critics said 
yesterday that Front Row, 
which plans to launch in Feb- 
ruary, had been enfeebled by 
the withdrawal of the largest 
UK cable company. Cable & 
Wireless Communications, 
from the consortium. C&WC 
will be taking BSkyB’s pay-per- 
view operation. Sky Box Office. 

Mr Dunlop said be had left 
BSkyB after “we both decided 
Elisabeth Murdoch [BSkyB’s 
general manager of broadcast- 
ing] wanted to do tilings differ- 
ently." He was responsible for 
building BSkyB’s brand, and 
took charge of the company's 
successful sports promotions. 

Mr Dunlop's exit follows the 
resignation of Sam Chisholm, 
formerly chief executive and 
managing director, and his 
deputy, David Chance. Mr 
Chisholm, who poached Mr 
D unl op from Au stralia 's Chan- 
nel Nine, stepped down due to 
2I-healtfa.Hbwe^,hiscfcparture 
has sparked a series of senior 
management changes, which 
have knocked the share-price. 

— Cathy Newman 


Denis Cassidy, who was oust- 
ed as chairman of Liberty last 
week, yesterday announced 
that he would resign as chair- 
man of Ferguson Internation- 
al after the label manufacturer 
issued its second profit warn- 
ing in six months. 

The news zounds off a dread- 
ful year for Mr Cassidy, during 
which all three companies he 
chairs have been in trouble. He 
lost his job at Liberty when a 
group of disgruntled share- 
holders called an extraordinary 
general meeting and voted him 
out. Meanwhile, shares in 
Oliver, the shoe retailer where 
Mr Cassidy has been chairman 
since 1992, have fallen by a third 
this year as the company has 


struggled with sluggish high 
street sales. Ferguson has also 
proved problematic. In July, 
chief executive David Wilson re- 
signed after less than a year in 
the job when the company said 
interim profits would fall below 
expectations. 

Mr Cassidy said his decision 
to retire from Ferguson had 
nothing to do with the Liberty 
saga. “I’m a part-time chair- 
man. I’ve had enough time to 
devote to Ferguson,” he said, 
adding: “The chairman doesn't 
go around selling the labels. He 
manages the board." 

Stephen Gutteridge. chief 
executive of Ferguson, said Mr 
Cassidy had been planning to 
stand down for some lime. 


“Denis and I get on extremely 
well." He blamed the profit 
warning on a slowdown in the 
market and a lack of concern for 
customer care. He said the 
company had already an- 
nounced 150 redundancies, and 
more would follow. Shares in 
Ferguson dropped 36p to 94p. 

Mr Cassidy is unrepentant. 
“If you make a career out of be- 
coming chairman of companies 
in some difficulty it would be sur- 
prising if everything ran like 
clockwork," he said. Neverthe- 
less, recent experiences had not 
been pleasant “The last three 
months has not been the most 
attractive period of my life." 

Despite losing two direc- 
torships in two weeks, Mr Cas- 


sidy is not actively looking for 
new opportunities. “I don’t go 
out and sell ray services, peo- 
ple come and ask me,” he said. 
Despite the upheavals of the 
past year, he did not feel his 
reputation had suffered. 

Mr Cassidy has held nu- 
merous directorships. He was 
formerly on the board of Bod- 
dington's. the brewing group, 
and helped bring carpet retail- 
er Kingsbury to the market in 
I9V5 heforc standing down last 
year. When taking on a position 
at a company, he aims to stay 
tor about five years. “Hopefully 
you go in and try to create an 
established board and then 
have a seamless transition." 

- Peter Thai Larsen 
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of 10,000 already announced 
last month, in a $l-5bn (£91- m) 

restructuring drive. 

The news from the group, 
which is the world's largest 
producer of photographic film 
with 40 per cent of the markeL 
raised the prospect of further 
jobs losses from its 5,000 strong 
British workforce. A US 
spokesman said most coun- 
tries would be hit. “It would be 
fair to say the impact of this will 
be felt everywhere," he said, 
though there were no details of 
the regional breakdown. 

Last month Kodak said it_ 
would cut 10,000 jobs worl^ 
wide, to save Slbn, in the face 
of tough competition from 
Japanese rival Fuji- But yes- 
terday the company revealed 
that the programme would see 
16,600 job losses by 1999 out Of 
a global workforce of 100,500. 

Kodak employs about 1,000 
people at its base in Hemel 
Hempstead in Hertfordshire 
and 2,000 in Harrow, north- 
west London, where the group 
makes colour photographic 
paper. A further 600 staff are 
based at Annesley in Nott- 
inghamshire and Kirby on 
Merseyside. The group’s British 
operations made sales of 
£1.3bn last year and profits of 
£131m. & 

Previous restructurings have 
already taken their toll on 
Kodak’s UK operations, where 
staff numbers have fallen from 
8,400 to 5,000 since 1991 Part 
of the drop came when Kodak 
sold its UK photocopier busi- 
ness, employing 1,200 staff, to 
Danka. The global reductions 
are on top of 2^00 job cuts still 
to come from a previous re- 
structuring package announced 
late last year and another 800 
revealed earlier this year. 
Kodak said it would take a 
$l*5bn restructuring charge to 
fund -the latest programme, 
half of which would cover 
redundancy payments. 

Kodak's problems intensi- 
fied this summer when Fuji^ 
slashed the US price of colourjP'. 
camera film by 20-30 per cent 
for some retail chains, in a 
concerted attack on the 
domestic market of its arch 
rival Meanwhile, the US group 
has been preoccupied with new 
forms of digital photographic 
technology. 

Last night Kodak shares, 
which had almost halved this 
year on the setbacks, rose by 5 
per cent on Wall Street as 
analysts predicted a quicker 
improvement in profitability. 

- Chris Godsmark 


Signs of economic slowdown increase 


Mortgage lending dipped 
last month, and growth 
of the broad money 
supply - a Bank of 
England bugbear - 
slowed. Despite these 
fresh signs that the 
economy is cooling off, 
the financial markets 
still expect interest 
rates to rise again. 

Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, reports. 


The building societies and high 
street banks made new loans 
amounting to £lJbn to home- 
buyers last mouth, compared 


with £l.Sbn in October. Both 
groups of lenders said the hous- 
ing market recovery seemed to 
be cooling down. 

This view was fleshed out by 
Abbey National, which pre- 
dicted that house prices would 
rise by just 5 percent next year 
after a rise of about 9 per cent 
this year. The Council of Mort- 
gage Leaders separately fore- 
cast a 5-6 per cent rise in 1 998. 

Andrew Poplc. retail man- 
aging director of Abbey Na- 
tional. said: “Over the past few 
months signs have been emerg- 
ing that the pace of the recov- 
ery is slowing." Thk was mainly 
due to the five interest rate rises 
since May. he said. The growth 
in both prices and the numher 
of home purchases would slow. 


Other lending to consumers 
last month was buoyant, ac- 
cording to the British Bankers' 
Association. New loans 
amounted to £526m, £Wm 
lower than in October but well 
above average. 

However, other figures 
confirmed the general picture 
of a gradual slowdown in the 
pace at which the economy is 
expanding. The Bank of Eng- 
land reported that vear-on-vear 
growth in M4, the broad money 
supply measure, slowed to 10.5 
per cent in November. 

The Bank of England said in 
its last Inflation Report ihm 
broad money growth would 
have to slow to keep inflation 
on target. While it is probably 
Mill too high for comfort, it has 


slowed from a peak of 1 1.9 per 
cent in July. 

The detail of the Figures 
showed a sharp rise of £7.2bn 
in total lending by banks and 
building societies, but more 
than £3hn of the increase was 
due to transactions in the gilts 
repo market. The underlying in- 
crease in lending of around 
£4hn was similar to recent 
months. Lending to industry was 
relatively subdued. 

Separately, the Office for 
National Statistics said the 
turnover of the engineering in- 
dustry had risen by 0.7 per cent 
in the three months to October, 
inking it in a level 4,2 per cent 
higher than the same period a 
year earlier. 

There was a ijj per cent rise 


in the industry's overseas sales 
during the three-month period, 
while sales in the home market 
were flat, confir ming other signs . 
that exports have so far held up 
despite the strong pound. The 
evidence that growth is subsid- 
ing is coming from the consumer 
sector rather than the export in- 
dustries, which were thought to « 
be the most vulnerable. 

Slowdown or not, the finan- 
cial markets concluded yester- 
day that the Bank of England 
will raise interest rates at least ^ 
one more time in the early 
months of next year. Along 
with a strong hint from the Bun- 
desbank that German rates will 
not rise, this took the pound 
nearly two pfennigs higher to 
just over DM2.95 yesterday. 


FSA plans super-complaints scheme 


The Financial Services Authority 
(FSA), the new. all-embracing 
Q'ty regulator, yesterday an- 
nounced {dans for a single super- 
complaints system for aggrieved 
investors, replacing eight dif- 
ferent schemes now in place. 

The single complaints system 
will be coupled with a one-stop 
compensation scheme, sup- 
planting separate redress sys- 


tems now operated by banks, 
building societies, insurance 
companies, investment firms 
and financial advisers. 

Howard Davies, chairman of 
the FSA, said that he was look- 
ing forward to responses to the 
FSA's proposals before IS 
February from both consumers 
and the financial industry. Nn 
date is being given for the 


formation of both new organi- 
sations. 

The FSA's plans would 
involve scrapping various 
schemes, some of them purelv 
voluntary. They would be sub- 
sumed into a single Financial 
Services Ombudsman who 
would have the power to in- 
vestigate Firms and force them 
io respond to a complaint. 
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V\ ith effect from the 1st January 1998 the 
enault Laguna Prize Draw promotion will cease, 
ne December Winners will be notified 
in January, 1998. 
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New Year fix is no long-term solution for Sets 
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OUTLOOK 

ON ORDER-DRIVEN 
TRADING. 
SUPERMARKET 
MERGERS. AND 
THE SUCCESSION 
AT NATWEST 


Question: When is a market not a mar- 
ket? Answer When it is New Year's Eve 
in London. The Stock Exchange has 
decided that its new order-driven trading 
system is just not up to the job of setting 
dosing share prices for the year now that 
market practitioners have learnt how to 
abuse the technology. We can be reason- 
ably certain that the boys around at JF 
Morgan have learnt their lesson - a 
£350,000 fine generally helps drive the 
point home. 

But the Exchange is still leaving noth- 
ing to chance. For one day at least, it has 
decided to abandon the simple tradition 
of allowing prices to be set by the num- 
ber of buyers and sellers in the market and 
has called in the boffins instead. 

Year-end share prices matter to many 
more people than just chartists since they 
are widely used by fund managers for ac- 
turial valuation purposes. Unfortunately 
Sets is in the habit of throwing up com- 
pletely unrepresentative dosing prices for 
Fbotae slocks, which then distort the index 
and play havoc with everyone’s pensions. 
Sometimes the distortion is deliberate - 
as in the well-documented J P Morgan case 
-but more often h is a simple, unintended 
by-product of the system. The Exchange 
has therefore decided that 31 December 
is just too important a day to rely on its 
expensive new piece of IdL 

Ordinarily, the closing price of each 
stock is the price at which the last trade 
went through. On New Year’s Eve, that 
will change. Over to the rule amendment 
notice issued by the Exchange last night 


for a simple explanation of what will 
happen if a closing price appears to be out 
of line: “Where that trade price has 
moved by an exceptional amount com- 
pared to three specific (but unpublished) 
price points in the previous hour, the 
official closing price will move to that of 
the previous automatically executed order. 
The same test referred to above will be 
applied to that previous automatically ex- 
ecuted order until a trade within the de- 
fined range is reached. A trade price will 
be judged to be exceptional if the price 
movement is above the 99.5 per cent con- 
fidence level for the recent historic dis- 
tribution of price changes over the 
equivalent time period." 

Got all that? Good. Shorn of Ex- 
changese, what the notice means is that 
a proper market will not be in operation 
at all on New Year’s Eve. Prices will not 
necessarily be set by what has taken 
place in the dealing rooms but by a 
statistician calculating what it ought to 
have happened based on “recent historic 
distribution”. 

The Exchange’s member firms have , 
closed ranks and agreed to the rule 
amendment However, they are not the 
ones being hurt most by Sets, partly be- 
cause two thirds of all trades continue to 
be executed outside the order book. It is 
the unwitting private investor who has suf- 
fered most through the practice of exe- 
cuting trades at “at best” prices. 

The Exchange can fix prices for one day 
but it cannot do it in perpetuity since the 
stock market, like all markets, is driven 


more by fear, greed and emotion than by 
statistical probabilities. The receni abuse 
of Sets merely reinforces the point. The 
longer-term solution being mooted by the 
Exchange is to fix closing prices by sus- 
pending trading each night for a brief 
period and conducting auctions. 

Meanwhile, the Exc hang e continues to 
insist cheerfully that there is nothing wrong 
with the system itself, merely the way it 
is being used (and abused). T bo much 
money and too many reputations have 
probably been invested in Sets for it to be 
abandoned. But there remains a long way 
to go before it becomes an aid, not an im- 
pediment, to a truly even market 

Has Archie still got 
the urge to merge? 

So is that the end of the putative Asda- 
Safeway supermarket link-up? The short- 
term possibilities certainly looked more 
remote after yesterday’s update from 
Asda. Allan Leighton was definite that 
hostile bids are not the company’s style. 
With a merger also apparently on the hack- 
burner it looks like the supermarket 
industry’s consolidation - if that's what 
we’re seeing - may have to wait a while. 

Of course Asda’s management was 
careful to wheel out the “never say never” 
line. Nothing that was said yesterday pre- 
cludes a renewed attempt at an agreed 
marriage. 

Interestingly, Asda seems to feel that 
an agreed bid would stand more chance 


of getting through the competition au- 
thorities than a hostile offer. Logically, the 
reverse ought to be the case. A cosy get- 
together to create a third force in UK 
supermarkets that would almost equal 
lesco and Samsbuiy in size would diminish 
competition and ultimately inflict higher 
prices on consumers. Why should the 
Office of Fair Trading and Margaret 
Beckett be persuaded otherwise simply be- 
cause Asda and Safeway bath said so? 

What is becoming increasingly clear is 
that Asda may not need a merger with 
Safeway to close the gap with Tosco and 
Samsbuiy. Asda’s sales growth is the 
fastest in the industry and its market share 
is now significantly higher than Safeway. 
Earlier chxs year these tvro companies were 
almost the same size. Now Asda is worth 
more than £5bn and growing. Safeway is 
worth £35bn and shrinking. 

It is possible to dismiss Safeway’s re- 
cent ills as little wore than (be normal 
swings of the supermarket industry's pen- 
dulum of fortune. A year ago the whipping 
boy of the sector was Sainsbuiy as it lost 
market share to lesco and failed to match 
its rival on innovative marketing wheezes. 
Perhaps it is just Safeway s turn? But there 
are key differences. Sainsbuiy s is a his- 
torically sound business that just had a cou- 
ple of bad years. Safeway is an ordinary 
one that had a good spell and has now re- 
verted to type. Meanwhile, Tesoo and Asda 
have both put in a five-year winning 
streak which looks like continuing. 

Safeway is hardly a basket case but it 
looks desperately short of ideas and 


morale must have taken a pounding. 
Asda, meanwhile, has developed a 
successful formula of trading in larger 
stores, with wider ranges and at prices (bat 
are 5-10 per cent lower than rivals. And 
yet why docs Asda still find it so hard to 
di sp el the idea that a merger may be 
around the corner? 

Shock, horror. 
Alexander to stay 

In search of some light entertainment this 
Christmas? Then why not ring up the cor- 
porate affairs department at Nat Wist and 
ask when Lord Alexander is quitting as 
chairman. Better still, ask if be is being 
forced out by disgruntled institutions. 

The abridged version of the answer 
runs as follows: “That is totally incorrect, 
complete guff, absolute fiction. We are at 
a total loss to know where this idea comes 
from. To say tha t institutional investors 
have made Lord A quit is utter rubbish. 
No discussions of that nature have taken 
place and nothing has been decided 
much less agreed. This is just not an issue. 
Nothing along these lines has been dis- 
cussed. Furthermore, we are not recruit- 
ing non-executive directors to take over 
from Lord A No discussions about his re- 
tirement or the succession have been held, 
no decisions have been made and there 
has been no pressure from institutions. As 
far as we are concerned he is still very 
much our chairman.” 

So it's all true then? 


Oil industry warns of 40,000 job losses 


. The big oil corporations 
■\ r ' have put 34 large North 
■ '$$: Sea exploration projects 
’’ on hold because of the 
uncertainty over the 
‘ Government’s review of 
tfie offshore tax regime, 
the industry has warned 
^tiunisters. Chris Godsmarfc, 

" ' - Business Correspondent, 
" reports on new claims 
’ up to 40,000 jobs 

- could go if Labour hits 
-..‘1: the oil giants with a 

- second windfall tax. 


The latest evidence submitted 
to the Treasury will increase the 
pressure on Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, not to use 
North Sea oil producers such as 
British Petroleum and Shell as 
a . cash cow to raise billions of 
pounds of extra tax revenues. 

The figures compiled by the 
Offshore Operators Association 
(UKOOA) show that 34 of the 
143 investment projects planned 
by the big oil groups have been 
deferred until the outcome of 
the tax review. According to the 
companies’ estimates, up to 
105 projects could be aban- 
doned because a rise in taxes 
would make them uneconomic. 


The projects listed, though 
commexdally confidential, are 
worth at least £ 100m. UKOOAs 
submission shows that £10bn of 
investment could be lost over 
five years, leading to 30,000 to 
40,000 job losses. The industry 
employs 30,000 offshore work- 
ers, with up to 4(XX000 direct and 
indirect jobs based onshore. 

The Chancellor launched 
the review in last July's Budget, 
telling MFs it would “ensure 
that an appropriate share of 
North Sea profits” were taxed 
without damaging investment. 

Profits from the big oil 
groups soared last year as the 
price of Brent Crude rose to as 


much as $25 a baneL Though oQ 
prices have fallen in recent 
months, the industry fears the 
government could raise £5bn in 
a one-off levy similar to the wind- 
fall taxon the privatised utilities. 

Treasury officials are expec- 
ted to give ministers a list of pol- 
icy options before Christmas, 
though the outcome will not be 
revealed until the March Budget 

The current regime, dating 
from 1993, cut petroleum rev- 
enue tax (PRX) from 75 per cent 
to 50 per cent, but abolished tax 
breaks on exploration projects. 
The industry paid £l.7bn in PRT 
in 1996f97. with a further £ljbn 
in corporation taxes. 



Cold snap sends gas price 
soaring to £5 per therm 


Offshore tax: 105 North Sea projects may be abandoned 


The pre-Christmas cold snap this 
week brought the winter’s first 
warnings over fuel supplies, ft has 
emerged as the standby price of 
gas soared by more than 40 times 
on the wholesale market 
The surge came on Wednes- 
day as domestic customers woke 
up to blizzard conditions and 
turned up their central beating. 
The price of gas on the so-called 
flexibility market which acts as 
a safety net to suppliers which 
failed to secure enough gas in 
advance to match demand 
went up to £5. It compares with 
the lowest price during De- 
cember of just 12p a therm. 


Txansco. which runs the 
pipeline network and manages 
the flexibility market said ft had 
spotted the potential for 
demand to outstrip supply early 
in the day. “We were buying in 
gas to cover that eventuality and 
we sent a warning out to ship- 
pers that it could be expensive,” 
said a spokesman. 

It was unclear whether any 
suppliers had been forced to buy 
gas at this price, which could 
have left them nursing heavy 
losses. The flexibility price 
slipped bade as the weather 
eased, but still averaged £157 
during the day. 
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“Marvellous, marvellous, marvellous! f was 
wafting for you to go online with the whole 
paper and the results are fantastic! 
Congratulations!” 

“Congratulations on a terrific new Web site for 
the Independent!!! its easy to navigate, view and 
quite entertaining too! Well done The 
Independent on a first time success.” 

“Congratulations, on the Independent Web site. 
It loads quickly, has a well-thought-out design 
and the interface is eye-catching and inviting but 
not gaudy. Well done!” 

“You've done a great job with the online version. 
The interface is dear, concise and tidy, the 
content good and the site is generally well 
designed throughout” 

“Fantastic to see a quality newspaper with a 
site worth reading. No more shall l dirty my 
mousemar with the Electronic Telegraph” 




-JS-- 


e-ma/f: online@independenLco.uk 


www.independent.co.uk 


The Time Showroom^ 

Sale is Now On 


Come to die Time Computers' Sale at your local 
Time showroom and youfl ger the best value for 
money in the land 

We make all our PCs in the UK 

We design and make all the PCs we seD including 
our award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manufacture in Britain, employing over 70Ci 
staff, and can Incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower pikes. 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman it means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom staff who specialise only in PC systems 
serve you directly and can give you better advice la 
enable you to select the right system. 

Try before you buy 

Visit your local Showroom and take a closer look 
at the quality and performance of our systems. 
Pick-up our PC Buyer's Guide and speak to our 
staff who wifi give sound specialist advice, in 
jargon -free plain English, when you ask for it. 

We get you started 

Our PCs are pre -configured and ready for use 
with preloaded software Simply plug in and switch 
on Our unique 0(1 minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects of normal PC usage and 
can be more useful than a visit from a home 
instructor as you can watch It and learn from it at 
your own pace, at times convenient ro you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
serving customers for over 10 years. Who else can 
provide the best service but the people who 
designed and built your PC Each Showrown has 
named technicians arid a Service Centre in 
addition to direct, hotline support to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy with confidence with complete peace of 
mind We believe our products, services and prices 
represent the best value in the UK. If you are not 
happy for whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us withm 14 days f bra full refund excluding 
delivery costs 
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Japan acts on currency slide as growth forecasts are cut 


The Bank of japan 
plunged into the foreign 
exchange market 
yesterday to sell dollars 
in support of the yen for 
the first time in five 
years. Stephen Vines 
examines the latest 
attempt to bring 
stability to the region 
While Diane Coyle looks 
ahead to a report that is 
expected to cut world 
growth forecasts. 


The Bank of Japan's move, yet 
to be officially confirmed, in- 
dicates that the Japanese gov- 
ernment is determined to play 
a role in stopping the Asian cur- 
rency slide which has taken a 
heavy toll elsewhere in the re- 
gion and could have accelerat- 
ed if it was felt that Japan 
would allow the yen to decline 
in value to make local goods 
more competitive. 

Support for the yen may 
prove to be more effective than 
the massive income tax cuts an- 
nounced on Tuesday. These 
have been judged an inadequate 
response to the gravity of 
Japan's economic problems. 


This disappointment was re- 
flected in the Japanese stock 
nwdwt yesterday, with the blue 
chip Nikkei-225 index drop- 
ping by more than 2 per cent. 
Market sentiment was also de- 
pressed by news of the fourth 
largest post-war bankruptcy 
taking down the foodstuff 
trader Toshuku with debts 
totalling an astonishing $4bn. 

The company blamed the 
bursting of the "bubble’' econ- 
omy for its woes. Toshuku is the 
ninth listed company to go un- 
der this year. 

Meanwhile the long-run- 
ning scandal of leading stock- 
brokers’ involvement with 


racketeers came to a head yes- 
terday with news that Duma Se- 
curities and Nikko Securities, 
two of Japan's biggest stock- 
brokers. were to be severely 
punished for paying off racke- 
teers who had threatened to dis- 
rupt shareholder meetings if 
they were not paid off. 

The Ministry of Finance or- 
dered Dahva to cease its own ac- 
count business in stock, futures 
and options trading for four 
months, while Nikko received 
a three-month ban. 

Elsewhere calm descended 
on emerging- market currencies 
across the globe on Thursday, as 
South Korea went to the polls. 


Bu t wi niies « jver the financial 
siahiliu nt S« lulh-easl Asian cur- 
rencies moved to Indonesia af- 
ter Filch 1BCA the international 
rating agency, said its credit rat- 
ings might be cut to below in- 
vest menl grade hecausc of 
political uncertainty. JBCA also 
downgraded the individual 
ratings of III Thai banks. 

The continuing Asian tur- 
moil is expected to have led the 
International Monetary Fund to 
cut its forecasts for world 
growth next year. 

Meanwhile, it has speeded 
up its procedures for lending 
money hr countries suffering 
"exceptional" difficulties. 


OnU two months after it 
published its lalt* foreca f 
for the world economy, trie 
IMF ha> said it will update its 

predictions. The fund has made 

it clear that the document, to be 
released on Sunday afternoon, 
will trim its growth forecast. 

In October, the fund's econ- 
omists put world growth in 
|U*W at 4.3 per cent, a fraction 
higher than this year s likely fig- 
ure. II foresaw a slowdown in 
the OS, UK and Japan, but its 
prediction of 2.6 per cent 
Japanese GDP growth now 

looks verv optimistic. So does 
its 7.4 per cent figure for like- 
ly Asian growth. 


Allied renews 
hostilities 
with US rival 

Allied Colloids, the chemicals 
group on the end of a £1.1 bn hos- 
tile bid from Hercules, launched 
another attack on its US rival 
yesterday as the war of words be- 
tween the two sides escalated. 

Allied branded Hercules 
criticisms of its performance as 
misleading and spurious. It also 
said the number of acceptances 
that Hercules had received, 
currently 0.94 per cent of 
Allied's shares, was minimal. 

David Farrar, Allied's chief ex- 
ecutive, said: "Hercules has had 
to grasp at straws and has had to 
use thoroughly misleading argu- 
ments. Shareholders should re- 
ject its rhetoric and its offer." 

Mr Farrar added that the 

group was determined to remain 
independent and that is was not 
looking at the moment for a 
“white kni gh t" to protect itself 
from Hercules. A spokesman for 
Hercules retorted: “Today’s 
statement has barely addressed 
the serious questions and con- 
cerns we have raised. Once again 
Allied Colloids has not added any 
substance to the debate." 

Sources suggested Hercules 
was considering raising its offer 
to provide a knock-out blow. 
However, the group is unlike- 
ly to raise its bid before Allied 
produces its final defence 
document on 4 January. 

Allied dismissed suggestions 
that the acquisition of CPS, a 
US chemicals group, would 
dilute earnings and that it was 
massaging profits at its core 
business by transferring sales 
from CPS. Allied is visiting its 
large institutional shareholders 
in an attempt to get them to 
hold on to their holdings. 

Allied's shares remained 
unchanged at 165p. 

- Andrew Yates 



Months of speculation over the 
new home for the 5,000 UK staff 
at Andersen Consulting, the 
specialist technology 
consultancy, is set to come to an 
end in a move that will also 
decide the future of one of the 
newspaper industry’s most 
famous sites. The UK arm of 
Andersen Consulting is believed 
to be close to signing a deal to 
move to the former Mirror 
Group headquarters (above) in 


Holbom Circus, central London. 
The organisation earlier this 
week called in an arbitrator to 
resolve its long-running dispute 
with sister organisation Arthur 
Andersen. It is currently based 
alongside Arthur Andersen in 
offices off The Strand, although 
the two businesses have separate 
entrances in different streets. 

The Holbom building was on 
a shortlist that also included 
Canary Wharf in London’s 


Docklands. A deal could by 
finalised early in the new year. 
The search, which has continued 
for several months, has been 
made difficult by the fast- 
growing operation’s combined 
needs for about 300,000 square 
feet of space and easy access to 
international airports. 

Matters have been further 
complicated by the partners’ 
known preference for a 
prestigious address rather than 


the anonymous collection of 
floors typically available in 
Docklands. 

The move also ends lengthy 
speculation about the future of 
the old Mirror building, which 
has remained empty since the 
departure in the eariy 1990s of 
the media group, which owns a 
big stake in Newspaper 
Publishing, publisher of the 
Independent. 

- Roger Trapp 
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Buyer for Hambros arnri 

Hambros, one of the few remaining independent Bn^h mer^ 

:hant banks, officially confirmed that C3eaMe^Ban^» 
Belgian bank, is to buy Hambros corporate banking division. 
renuTof the deal, part of the Hambros brea! k-up, ' 

disclosed, though sources said Gcnerale paid less than 2 : bdlioii 
Belgian francs (£33m). Thlks on the sale of other parts ofHam- 
uJrT. rwnorate finance division, are thought 


to be at an advanced stage, namuius whi**—-* — “^ 7 , 

has around 400 customers, mostly small and medium-sized 
companies, and employs just under 40 staff 

Exchange’s governance code 

The Stock Exchange is to take charge of the Hampel com- 
mittee’s “super code" on corporate governance. The new code 
is expected to be detailed in the Stock Exchange’s listing rules, 
although companies will not be obliged to follow it. Rather, 
as is currently the case with the Cadbury code, companies will 
have to state in their annual reports whether they have com- 
plied with the new code. The code is expected to be detailed 
in the listing rules from the summer, following a period of 
consultation. 

Tietmeyer signals ECB aim 

Hans Tietmeyer, president of Germany's Bundesbank, said 
yesterday he expected the European Central Bank { ECB) to 
adopt a money supply target as its method for controlling in- 
flation once the single currency is under way. Although the 
choice between German-style monetary targeting and British- 
style inflation targeting will be made formally by the ECB once 
it is up and r unning , the preference of its most influential 
member for monetary targets suggests that Britain might have 
to adopt them, too. when and if it joins. 




i 



Watmoughs defence against 
bidder ‘backward looking’ 


Quebecor Printing Inc (QPI) of 
Canada yesterday said the 
defence by its UK rival Wht- 
moughs Holdings against ils bid 
“reveals a company that contin- 
ues to look backwards in an in- 
dustry that is changing rapidly" . 

Watmoughs’ defence docu- 
ment stated that its problems 
were behind it and that it is well 
placed to generate increasing 
value for shareholders if it can 
beat off Quebecor's hostile 
£188m bid. 

However, Quebecor said 
this document contained “little 
more than a gloss on Wai- 
moughs' interim statement 
strategy. The stock market re- 
acted negatively [the Wal- 
moughs ordinary share price fell 
nearly 9 per cent on the day of 
announcement] and QPJ ques- 
tions what reassurance this 
same old strategy offers 
Watmoughs shareholders". 

It said Watmoughs "fa0s to 
address the realities of today's 
competitive printing market; 
does not print a single top ten 
LIK weekly consumer magazine 
title [while European competi- 
tors already print three such 


titles] and recently lost the A fail 
on Sunday's television guide 
contract due to intense pricing 
pressure. 

“Whtmoughs - strategy of fo- 
cusing on long run time sensitive 
and repeat business is no guar- 
antee of future growth. It fails to 
address the reality of todays 
printing market in which larger 
and better invested printers, both 
in the LIK and on the Continent, 
are competing and will contin- 
ue to compete for the same 
business," the company said. 

Quebecor said Watmoughs’ 
vulnerability to competition 
was also highlighted by “the 
strong performance of QPl's 
UK operations". 

“Through Hunlerprint, QPI 
has successfully expanded its 
presence in newspaper sup- 
plements from approximately 
10.7 billion tabloid equivalent 
pages per annum at the time of 
Hun te [print's acquisition to 
approximately 27.K billion such 
pages today, an increase of 
160 per cent. Of this increase. 
29 percent e presents a net gain 
at Watmoughs' expense." 
Quebecor said. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Photograph Offer 


As a special offer, 
you can order 
any of these 
best-selling 
colour 

photographs by 
independent and 
Independent on 
Sunday 

photographers at 
the special rate 
of £15 each, or 
2 for £25. or 3 
for £35 
12" x 9" prints 
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jantar Man tar Observatory (India) by 
Kalpesh Lathigra 


Frosted Rose by Brian Harris 


Independent/Independent on Sunday Photograph Application Form 


Tide 


Name 


Address 


Please send me: 

Jantar Mantar Observatory □ 
Pheasant □ Frosted RoseQ 
I enclose my cheque, made 
payable toThe Independent, . 


fort. 


-Postcode 


— \p&pinc) 


Tel, no. 


£gne<L 


Date. 
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C e P Cn dent 1 1 Canada Square, London El 4 5DL 
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Downgrades take a heavy toll among high flying stocks 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Pearson, the banking to pub- 
lishing group being reshaped 
for the next millennium by 
American Marjorie Scardino, 
was under pressure as invest- 
ment house Merrill Lynch 
lowered its profit estimates. 

The Financial Times group 
weakened on Wednesday after 
it had warned growth was 
slowing and Salomon Smith 
Barney cut its expectations. 
The US investment house re- 
duced its forecast by 9 per cent 
to £320m. Last year Pearson 
produced £356.Sm. 

It was not dear by just how 
much Merrill t rimm ed its ex- 
pectations. It did, however, say 
it continued to rate the shares 
a buy. Pearson, riding high 
near its S49p peak, took the 
latest downgrading badly, 
falling 34p to 7 90p. 

Another under the weather 
on a profit revision was Marks 
& Spencer, doyen of high 


street re toilets. On Wednesday 
Soci£te Gfinerale Strauss 
lUmbull trimmed its profit 
forecast a mere £2Qm to 
j£1.14fcm. The reduction struck 
a nerve. With retailers ruffled 
by the unseasonably slow 
Christmas sales build up. 
M&S softened a further 26p 
to 574p, a 46p fall since the 
SocGen caution. In the autumn 
the shares touched 664 Jp. 

The rest of the stock mar- 
ket tended to drift lower, al- 
though trading was often brisk 
with turnover topping 1 billion 
shares. There was no evidence 
of any particularly large trades. 
Footsie failed to hold an early 
gain, ending 225 points low- 
er at 5,168.3; today's futures 
expiry created a little unease. 

Hays, the business support 
group, gained 23p to 83Sp as 
Nat West Securities said buy. 
Henderson Crastbwaiie lifted its 
profit forecast, from £180m to 


£187 m. but reduced its recom- 
mendation from buy to hold. 

Kingfisher, a Henderson 
buy, moved in the right direc- 
tion. up 1 Op to 855p. 

Analytical comments pro- 
vided some action. SocGen put 
a target of 45 Op on the IMI en- 
gineering group and SBC Whr- 
burg said buy. it was enough 
to lift the shares 12.5p to 
4083p. 

GRE, however, had to con- 
tend with mixed reviews. The 
insurer topped the Footsie 
leader board with a 16.75’p ad- 
vance to 340.75p. Trading was 
brisk. SocGen said sell; Dres- 
dner Kleinwort Benson sug- 
gested buy. Warburg, lifting the 
shares from sell to bold, cut its 
profit forecast from £205 m to 
£180m. 

Asda’s interim profit ad- 
vance pushed the price 75p to 
178p; its alleged hid target, 
Safeway, put on 7.5 p to 336-5p. 


Diageo's spirited d£but was 
eroded as the spirit giant fell 
10.5p to 580-5p. Scottish & 
Newcastle remained in form, 
up 27p to 785p. 

Engineer Triplex Lloyd 
rose lOp to 27Z5p as a VS 
quoted group, Dcmcasters. 
unveiled a £194 m offer; 280p 
a share. Fashion chain 
Conn try Casuals returned to 
the bid limelight, gaining 31p 
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to 122J5p as a mystery bidder 
appeared. 

Shield Diagnostic tumbled 
67.5p to 7Q5p following an 
unexpected delay over the 
signing of its first commer- 
cialisation deal and the con- 
tinuing failure of Abbott, the 
US group, to buy into the 
company. Biocompatibles In- 
ternational was again in the 
sickbay over its unfulfilled US 
ambitions, falling 65p to 490p; 
the shares were l,420p in the 
spring. On Ofex BioFocns, a 
medicinal chemistry company, 
gained Dp to 50_5p on a tie up 
with VlroFharma, a US group. 
Entrepreneurial investor 
Trevor Davies has lifted his 
BioFocus stake to nearly 19 
per cent. 

D-ansTec, the engineer 
linked to the Paymaster 
General Geoffrey Robinson, 
slumped 19p to 67~5p, lowest 
for three years. Conglomerate 


TT feU 3p to 2S0p. a 12 month 
low, and paper group Fergu- 
son International reacted to a 
new profits alert with a 36p fall 
to 94p, worst for more than 
five years. 

Sketchley firmed to 43_5p. 
Interim figures are due on 
Monday. There is talk they wiD 
be accompanied by corporate 
action, possibly disposals. 

Chieftain, the insulation 
group which early this month 
revealed trading was going 
exceedingly well, gained 9p to 
91Jp with suggestions of a bid, 
maybe a management buyout 

Abacus, a recruitment 
group, jumped 41.5p to 
Z51-5p. Ffcsl-half profits are ex- 
pected to emerge at £800,000, 
despite office start-up costs. In 
the same period last year the 
company managed. £220,000 
with the full year producing 
£813,000. The shares were 
16p two years ago. 


TAKING STOC K 

Azlan, the troubled computer 
group, held at 47.5p. There is 
talk of bid action with, 
possibly, Sherwood Inter- 
national, nursing predatory 
instincts. Azlan has had a 
cruel run. At one time it was 
one or the market's computer 
stars, reaching 287p- But a 
botched cash call, followed by 
accountancy problems and 
(hen a £24m rescue rights 
issue has destroyed its 
appeal. In the year to April 
It lost £14.1m against a 
£l<k5m profit in the previous 
year. 

Internet Technology gained 
6p to (lip after disclosing 
an indirect link with the giant 
IBM Corporation. Wave 
Systems, a joint venture 
partner; has reached an 
agreement which could lead 
to its inexpensive chips being 
used in PCs. Idea is to allow 
users to access digital content 
directly from their desktops. 
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Diageo looks 
set to succeed 


Obviously Mr Swaden ha 
coaversulonswith the ghosts of qjnstw asT rtt, 
Present and Future, since be has just too**. 
a party for the residents of a nursing home, 
which he took over as 

... i/-c_.jMnncn'r8ctumjVul«c 


The merger of Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness to create the biggest drinks 
company in the world is set to revolu- 
tionise the industry and has sent com- 
petitors scurrying into huddles to talk 
about their own mergers. But now 
Diageo has finally been bom should 
investors enter into the spirit of things 
and buy the shares? 

Prompted by the pedestrian growth 
in the world's spirits markets, the deal 
is all about cutting costs. Diageo has 
already said it win chop£195m off over- 
heads but the final figure promises to 
be much larger as the two groups get 
down to the nitty-gritty of restructur- 
ing the business. 

Critics point out that once the 
shake-up is finished Diageo wQl just be 
left with a bigger slice of a stagnant in- 
dustry. However, after seven months 
spent negotiating the regulatory maze, 
the US and European competition au- 
thorities have let Diageo off lightly- The 
group has been allowed to keep the 
most powerful array of brands in the 
industry and an unrivalled distribution 
network. leaving it well placed to con- 
tinue to pick up market share and grad- 
ually put up prices. 

Elsewhere Diageo’s growth 
prospects also look attractive. Pilistnuy, 
the US food business, is benefiting from 
a buoyant local market. Guinness is 
growing strongly internationally and 
Burger King is still winning the burger 
war against McDonald's. 

One dark cloud is the financial cri- 
sis in the Far East The economic slow- 
down in Asia will hit spirits sales, which 
analysts reckon could wipe £70m off 
profits this year. That should be put in 
the contest of a group expected to make 
annual profits of nearly £ 2 ba a year with 
less than 10 per cent of business com- 
ing from the Far East 

Guinness and GrandMet shares 
rose by more than a £1 to top 600p 
when the merger was announced in 
May. However, turmoil in the Asian 
markets has seen the price drift down- 
wards and Diageo shares opened at 
59 Up and slipped another 9_5p yes- 
terday to close at 580-5p. 

Merrill Lynch forecasts pre-tax 
profits of £ 1 . 8 bn next year and £1.9bn 
in 1999, putting the shares on a prospec- 


[Reg Vardy: At a glance 

! Market vahiK £139m, share price 243 ip (-5p) 
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wail. William** «Jc Bmc. ihc stockbroker, 
has pencilled in a lull-year profit fore- 
cast of I.S.7m. placing the shares on a 
forward p/e ratio of M>.5. For most 
motor dealers, this would be fair. Bui 
given Vsudv's superior track, record the 
shares arc worth a look. 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


in ms party mm ^ — - 7: . • . • 

the knees-up- at the Greenfields Nmsmg._ 

Home, Oswestry, Shropshire. . .... 

The b'qmdator-tumed-Fatber Christmas, 
tells me: “We are very keen to ensure &at C : 
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Fine Art split 
looks promising 




Gross profit by division 
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dve p/e ratio of 17, falling to 16 the year 
after. That rating is more than justified, 
given that Diageo should be able to keep 
earnings growing at more than 10 per 
cent a year and the prospect that its 
strong cash flow wall allow more share 
buy-tacks. The shares look good value. 


Revamp takes 
shine off Vardy 


Reg Vhrdy’s reputation as the darling 
of the motor dealers has lost its shine 
this year. In early 1997 its shares hit an 
all-time high of 352p after tripling in 
just four years. Then investors hit the 
brakes. In the past 10 months the shares 
have dropped by almost a third. 

\fardy was sufficiently concerned to 
rush out its interim results three weeks 
ahead of schedule. But the numbers, 
which showed a 5 per cent increase in 
operating profits on a 17 per cent jump 
in sales, did little to reassure the mar- 


ket and the shares shed another 5p to 
close at 24.3 .5 p. 

The death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, which affected sales in the key 
month of September, knocked over 
£0.5m off profits. But Vardy says re- 
organising its dealer network is the 
main reason for the margin squeeze. 

As one of the most successful deal- 
ers around, \&rdy is in great demand with 
manufacturers as they seek to award 
larger franchises. Long term, this is good 
news. But in the short term it must ab- 
sorb the cost of buying, relocating and 
refurbishing various dealerships. 

In the six months to October, Vbrdy 
added five franchises to its network, 
taking the total to 51. The group ex- 
pects to hit its target of 60 some time 
next year. It has also launched a con- 
tract hire business, which lost £240,000 
in the period and will not break even 
until 1999. 

Witb gearing of just 7 per cent, 
Vferdy can afford to splash out. While 
the benefits will take several years to 
flow through, they should be worth the 


Fine Ail Developments’ decision to de- 
merge its greetings card operation 
into the newly formed Creative Pub- 
lishing in September has Increased 
shareholder value a little, but both com- 
panies remain on huge discounts to 

their sectors. 

Fine Art was hit by a profits warn- 
ing iasi year due fo problems in the 
Express Gifts division, and the poor 
sentiment appears l«i he lingering on. 
However, first half operating profits 
were £l-3m ahead to £3.lm and all 
three divisions - home shopping, 
eduealional supplies and charily cata- 
logues - did well. 

Overseas sales in the second half will 
he affected hv strikes in France and 
Canada, as well as the strength of ster- 
ling. Nevertheless analysis have left full 
year forecasts unchanged. Though the 
company says - it is looking for acquisi- 
tions. Fine Art may well find itself on 
the receiving end of a hid itself. 

On full year forecasts of £2 Um. the 
shares, which rose rip to 1 69_5p yes- 
terday. trade on a forward p/'e of 10. It 
would make a good fit with a larger mail 
order group such as N Brown or Otto 
Versand. who could push the product 
through their larger databases. 

At Creative Publishing, which is Eu- 
rope's largest greetings company, the 
shares have withered since the demerg- 
er, hut once again results looked promis- 
ing. Operating profits, before demerger 
costs of £7m, were 19 per cent higher at 
£5.1m and the direct retail division, which 
designs, produces and distributes cards 
to retailers, is storming away. 

As the lowest -cost producer with a 
strong market share and a client list that 
boasts companies such as Boots and 
Marks & Spencer, prospects look en- 
couraging. On increased foreeasts of 
£lrim, the shares - up Up to 145p - 
are on a lowly rating of 1 1 and look 
attractive. 
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able about the future ot me nuremgu^ — 

one way of demonstrating our beliefm ^ con- 
tinuing is to provide some Omstnfas spmt. 

Quite right too. And while Mr Swaden is 
looking-for a buyer, the mining home .has, 
actually increased its number of residents from 
40 to 45, with a couple more expected before . 
Christmas. 
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The following conversation was overheard by 
a colleague the olher morning while he was 
waiting for a Waterloo and City tine train 
(otherwise known as The Drain). 

First City gent: “It’s looking like I'll have 
to wear the late tie today.” 

Second City gent: TWhat’s that when it's 
at home?” 

Fust: “It’s a hideous tie that whoever is latest 
into the office has to put on for the day." 

Second: “How odd.” 

First: “It gets worse. If you are more than 
15 minutes late you also have to wear this grue- 
some pair of Royal Insurance cufflinks.” 

The station announcer interrupts. “Owing 
to a defective train, services on this line are 
currently subject to long delays." 

The two City gents look at each other. The 
train finally arrives, they get on and travel to 
Bank where they depart and head in the 
direction of Guardian Royal Exchange. 

All veiy strange. 


While we’re on the subject of festive good 
works, here’s a banker who’s come over all 
environmental Herschel Post chid : executive 
officer of Coutts, the Queen's bank and 
NatWest subsidiary, has just been elected chair- 
man of the charity Earthwatch Europe.. 

Mr Post says: “Our challenge is to bring 
environmental literacy to those in the City-": 
Blimey. The best of British luck, mate. I would 
have thought most people in the City this Yule- 
tide would be too busy counting either their- 
fat bonuses or their not-so-fat redundancy pay- 
ments to have time for worrying about green 

issues. . . . 

Undaunted, Mr Post adds: “Why shouU.a 
fond manager acknowledge a company's en- 
vironmental performance when assessing 
shareholder value? What are the risks involved 
in the environment? ... Earthwatch believes 
that the City needs to recognise and support 
environmental responsibility within the cor- 
porate sector.” 

Absolutely. Oh, and I’ve just spotted a fleet 
of pigs doing loop-the-Ioops over Liverpool 
Street Station. 
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How wonderful, how veiy festive, to see 
Michael Heseltiue and John Prescott united 
under the sam e tanner for once. Well, almost. 

Wav back in the Thatcherite eighties Hezza 
founded a company to raise City funds for 
urban regeneration, and christened it: “Inner 
City Enterprises". 

Yesterday ICE accepted an £ 8 m bid from 
Enterprise, an AIM-listed company also ded- 
icated to urban renewal and headed by David 
Taylor - an old friend and part-time adviser 
to John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister. 

Perhaps Tarzan and the former Cunard 
steward should take a lead from this amicable 
merger, and pool their ideas on resurrecting 
our inner cities. Fm sure they’d get on like a 
house on fire. 


If you ever thought that receivers were the 
modem-day equivalent of Scrooge, then take 
head from David Swaden of Leonard Curtis. 


Remember the British Uons’s superb achieve- 
ments during the summer in South Africa?; 
Reuters has sponsored a series of 15 luncheons 
enabling rugby fans to meet various present and 
former members of the Lions, cul m i n at in g in 
a huge bash today in London for 1,100 people. 

Some 7,500 fans have had the chance to vote 
for their “Dream Lions” team, drawing from 
60 players stretching tack to the 1970s. All 15 
players selected will attend today’s bunfight. 
And the winners are: full-back, JPR Wil li a m s; 
right wing, Gerald Davies; inside-centre, 
Mike Gibson; outside-centre, Jeremy Guseottr 
left wing, David Duckham; fly half, Barry John; 
scrum half, Gareth Edwards; No 8 , Mervyn 
Davies; open-side flanker, Fergus Slattery; 
blind-side flanker Mike Ibague; second-row 
No 5, Gordon Brown; second-row No 4, 
Willie John McBride; fight-bead prop, Graham. 
Price; hooker, Peter Wheeler; and loose-head 
prop, Fran Cotton. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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Track betting 
faces new 
tax threat 


Betting tax could return 
to racecourses by the 
back door if the 
Racecourse Association 
gets its way. Greg Wood 
reports. 

«? 

It is 10 years since Nigel Law- 
son abolished the on-course 
betting tax of four per cent in 
the 1987 Budget, but deductions 
from bets with bookmakers at 
the track could soon be a real- 
ity once again. 

In its submission to a Levy 
Board committee considering 
the administration of betting 
rings, the Racecourse Associa- 
tion (RCA) is demanding the 
right to impose a charge of three 
per cent of turnover on the 
bookmakers operating in its 
enclosures - a charge which 
would, almost inevitably, be 
passed on to their customers. 

The RCA has long believed 
- uiiat on-course bookmakers 
^Should pay more for the right 
to bet at their tracks than the 
present charge of five times the 
public admission price, which is 
laid down by law. 

Its submission to the three 
Government-appointed mem- 
bers of the Levy Board, who 
must decide how betting areas 
will be administered after Oc- 
tober 1998, claims that at pre- 
sent, ring bookmakers pay 
about £3 million to the tracks. 

The RCA proposes instead 
a “target figure” of between £9 
minion and £10m, and while sev- 
eral methods for collecting such 
a sum are discussed, argues that 


“the fairest system of aH" would 
be a “pitch turnover tax”. This 
would be raised through “the 
full computerisation of all bet- 
ting transactions in the ring”, 
with payment of the (ax “ideally 
— made at the end of each clay's 
trading.” In order to reach 
their target figure, the pro- 
posed rate of tax would be 
three per cent of turnover. 

What the RCA does not ac- 
knowledge at any stage is that 
off-course bookmakers pass 
their Levy payments on to the 
punters in their shops, and on- 
course bookies would feel com- 
pelled to do the same. 

Barry Dennis turns over 
more money than any other 
boards bookmaker in the south- 
ern England, but yesterday he 
insisted that his net profit over 
the last eight years (see table) 
is less than 1.5 per cent. 

“There would be no other 
way to do it than to hand it on 
to the pun tecs,” Dennis said yes- 
terday. “Most people think that 
racecourse bookmakers are 
making bundles and bundles of 
money, but I’m earning 3.1 per 
cent gross on my turnover, 
which comes down to 1.49 per 
cent after expenses. I've always 
tried to give punters the best 
value I can, I always pay each- 
way the first five on the Ce- 
sarewitch and some other 
handicaps, and I was the only 
person in the country who paid 
each-way the first four on the 
2,000 Guineas. 

“This is all to Uy and en- 
courage the public to come 
racing, and before the Guineas 
they were fighting to get on. I 
did 860 tickets in an hour. 


^ UTTOXETER 

HYPERION 

12.40 Andanfto 2.40 Silent Valley 

1.10 Toskano (nb) 3.10 listen Timmy 

1 A0 Centaur Express 3.40 Arctic Camper 

2.10 BARNAGEERA BOY (nap) 

GOING: Good to Soft 

# Left-hand course Rurr-to of ffDyds. 

0 Cane is 5E at town near B5DT7. Uttcneter fasten (Derty-Crewe- too) aefora course 
ADMISSION: CUb £6 (OARs £12); Taltereats CO (QAPs ST); Couse £4 CAR PARK: Free. 
•LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 4CM33 RQlM. K Bailey 23 -tO (204%). D Nicholson 2M1 
(82%), O Starwood T7-58 (893%). N TWston-Oavtoa 17-88 (177%). P Hobbs 1645 (BB%) 

# LEADmG JOCKEYS: RDinwood* 37.67(236%). A P McCoy 2W4 £77%), NWBlafnson 
23-00 (177%), D Bridgwater T8-84 (W%). W Maraton -fc-Tag ftt%L 

# FAVOURITES.- W36S5 (379%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TUBE: Grantam Pride fUOt 

hnAn ] E-BJ= ‘NET NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) 
{ p|v I) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value El ^45 

1 241 CHUICHTOWN GLEN p3) (J& CTfcKjnJ S Brootate*4 tl 5 ..-CMawto 

2 2*4-33 ANMmOptyfBcnxftWLatfythrrmB-nO J5 DunwecJy 

3 LHS) GOOD WEN (2D)(hThB Frame feeng CU* D Nchotton 5 HO R Johnson 

4 0- USLAUGHHN ABBEY (263) (P M Bradbyl J *fed® 5 11 0 -TBey 

5 MARLBOROUGH (Robert Ogden) T Pads 5 it 0 — - .P Carbary 

6 3FP-23 NOT P0R PARROT {M)(R8rocrrtifa)P Hobbs 5 11 D GTamoy 

7 45 BVRIYANBBAL(37}(DtalGWClrt«KBa*iy5-nO NWMtamaon 

8 00 ADVENTURE PRINCESS (11) P Neman) G Bared 4 09. Hr K R ORyan (7) 

S 45ST- C2AMMA HHJTRK (341) (Ms Ma^eMohnBeytMsaCJbhrBoy 52)9-0 Gaflauhar 

_ g aectod- 

BETTING; 44 Andante. 1M CteircMMm Gten, 7-1 Hariborough, 8-1 Party Antoni. 10-1 Good 
We* 131 Not For Pam*, 25-1 others 

Aflamm 5 fl « n Duwoody fr2 (J FtaGerato) o ran 
FORM GUIDE 

AndanBo hns a* to make hn murk owr hurdee after hla three bumper wins and. whte 
Has tongw trip oouto wef prow a tog tap if may be best to go along with CHURCH- 
TOWN CaER a mrar ovw a simlar trip at Lutfow Irom In The Blood, who ran so weB 
in defeat against Jet Ftea at Tbwcester next time. Andante let down hfc supporters when 
Only tf*d to Dww at Wrocsmton but hto subswjjwil Ihiid at Newbury to Potydamus and 
kfr Markhcan after he clouted tha second last makes good rooting Good View, behind 
his mating atablemaiea In two bumper runs, to Rely to show up wbI on his hurdles da- 
but party Animal cfd not get hornfi at VWarcssart^n 41) on hto second start wtanfitth 
to Easy Fee&t and Not For Pant's tom doesn't fax* good enough Tim Fbrater intro, 
duces an interesting sort in Robert Ogdanfc Mar&wrougft. a toUraherto Jersiy Pitmans 
winning chaser Wrakangate. Selection: CHURCHTOWN GLEN 

rr^Kl MOBILEFONE CROUP NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
I ■■lQ| (CLASS E) E4JZ50 added 3m Penalty Value £3,198 

1 P1-1P1 tOVABt£«mA»nfl(CDJ(TWJStonrt)MssMfloiitotofiffO.J>llldi9hyP) 

8 Q2-62 JALDAI4T0|*l)jACWPriee)R Juctes7H 8 Gary Lyons 

3 P533-Z HOODED HAWK (1() (C M Hams) N Harcfereon 6 tl 6 UARzgeraU 

4 08OF1 OUVSrSSBCflerfl!?H9|CRRw8MP»»7113 .APMcCoy 

5 rn/212 TOSWNOp^(B0terteOoiswciBlComponertB)DWfcms51i2JHrSOuracl:(5) 

6 51/34 LUGSBRAMUGANPHJBDowterJMftadsKcltS n 2 CMwda 

AM COOtRUWim(2S)(GeratoNoc«UteSNti<*71ll R Thornton B 

4$ 40335- SPRING TO GL0BY (203) pi] (BF) (A J BymaJ P Hayward Off 1 B Fenton 

'9 2543-3 CALLEYA STAR (37) (Jamas Btrtry) R Atoer B n 1 A Thornton 

j D HW1 GRANHAH PTSDE (29) (1 U S Racrg) K Baiey 7 1)7. NWBBswooB 

I 77 36WJ CHARtABUTOlAfB) IMsSOrBawec? T GB*dwad9 1D2 WWortWnjjton 

72 00/35- BARONCELLl (331) (The Gartiana) M Wkhson 7 « 0 W Manma 

O J-324 OWHBGlSST(B)(Un(lonRaDnBCU> Owners GrourtTEIhaiiBSn 7 CO.BBmpbII 

I H 174-48 WORK1NGFORPEANUTS (13) (D) (Mrs D A &r*rt C SrWh 7 00 .VSUWy 

B 040U4) HfT THE FAN (1*) J Amc4J) N TwslnvOavies 8 1) 0 CLtewafiyn 

e EMtn POLO PC8W (B) |C) {The CSwnps®* J Upson 5 tJ 0 J Supple 

-IBdadarad- 

iMammetolriDst T/whaoOcapmig»KBmanM6anb.Omm(kKit9slt3ai.Vk»tdngtor- 
obs^ 9» »2ltt f* Tta ftui flW !». ft*» FtoV W ® 

I hetTIHG: 3-1 OBwr'a Secret 13G Cod RtmnetT-l Hoottod Hawti. Hwfca no . H Lowble Outlaw. 
T2-1 JakantD. Lug* B«nnlB«n. Mew Btat Owane Ount, 14-1 otbws 
«6:D^i!LOT» 9 * " •* P <*<** s W * ™ 



Senor El Betrutti 
waits on weather 


'am 


I X i M 


Tax haven: Winning bets at courses could once again become subject to deductions Photograph: Phil SmitWSporting Life 


that’s one eveiy four seconds. 
Bui if they try to charge me 
three per cent, it will have to be 
a straight deduction from the 
punter.” 

Inevitably, such a charge 
would also be a temptation for 
a Chancellor searching for every 
penny he can find. “Why should 
it stop there?”. Dennis asks. 
“The Government will be look- 
ing at it and thinking, that's 
handy, we used to get millions 
off racecourses. Now they’re de- 
ducting, so we’ll put another 
couple of per cent on and round 
it up to five.” 

It would be foolish to claim 
that the current regime in the 
betting ring is ideal. A book- 
maker’s length of service, rather 
than its standard, is what mat- 
ters most, and there are long 
waiting lists to bet at many 
courses. 

Dennis, for instance, has 
been in the game almost 30 
years, but is still not allowed lu 
bet at Ascot during the winter, 
and is forced to occupy a poor. 


A BOOKMAKER’S LEDGER: DETAILS OF 
BARRY DENNIS’ S BUSINESS 1 990-19^7 

Course Meetings Turnover Profit/U 

Yarmouth 51 £377,594 +£3. 

Windsor 70 £407.409 +£33, 

Plumpton G9 £686,399 -£2J ,i 

Newmarket 215 £2.989.756 +£47; 

Goodwood 28 £365,695 +0 

Ascot 99 £1.119.246 +£36,: 

Kempcon 119 £1.186 .215 +£23 J 

Sandown 96 £1,071,908 +£15, 

Epsom 52 £916,033 -£2.< 

Total 799 £9,120,555 +£I35,G 

Gross profit: £284.265 
Expenses: £148,420 
Net profit: £135.845 

Average turnover per meeting: £11.414.96 
Average annual profit: £16.980 
Eight-year gross profit on turnover: 3.11 per cent 
Eight-year net profit on turnover: 1.49 per cent 


back-row pitch at many tracks. 
The number of bookmakers 
present at any nne meeting, 
meanwhile, often bears little re- 
lation to the size or relative 
wealth of the crowd. 


It should surely be possible, 
though, to make necessary ad- 
justments without expecting 
racegoers to pay the price. 
Even punters who never set foot 
on a racecourse should also be 


concerned by the RCA sub- 
mission, since any return to on- 
course deductions would 
weaken the betting market and 
give the big off-course betting 
chains more opportunity to ma- 
nipulate starting prices to their 
advantage. 

Morag Gray, of the RCA, 
said yesterday that she “would 
rather not comment on details 
which could be taken out of con- 
text”. The final decision on 
how racecourse bookmaking 
will be run from next October 
now rests with the Levy Board. 
On past form, however, it would 
be foolish to think that the in- 
terests of punters will be a sig- 
nificant concern. 

It is the Levy Board, you may 
recall, which spends £2m an- 
nually on its own administration, 
but refused to give a penny to 
the now defunct National As- 
sociation for the Protection of 
Punters. If the RCA's submis- 
sion wins the day, tax-free on- 
course betting could soon be a 
thing of the pasL 


FORM GUIDE 

When COOL RUNNER beat a monster field over hurdles 41 Worcester two years ago It 
was on his second rwiot ttw season, so it raid Us day ogam after h® reappearance 
thud to Wandering Light at Ludow when tried n bfnker& Beaten only three lengths when 
gettng just a pound from that useful winner. Coni Rurmer has i2tb less to hump this rime 
and has the highly competent Robert Tho mien m hott hm together, warm Pipe has a 
Ive sort n op postoon n Oflvor’s Secret who nvght hate won a Tnwcester but (or taing 
at the water He dd nothing wrong at Leeester ne*t nme when making every yard to beat 
Ncfcy Hendersons Joteagoocktn by V) lengths and toots the type to go on vnprovng. 
Hooded Hawk is a wmnttg hurtfler at sharp Fakanham and he chased home Glendoe 
(unlucky loser at Taaitonnect tone) over a starlet trip at Fontwefi on n* cnasoig debut. 
But I fancy some ol these wd outstay hen One who has caught my eye n the past s 
Baronce* and hes worth a smalt each-way punt at tog odds Wtonmg ponter working- 
forpeanuts. who had a run over tuples last nme. has dams with a kw wa^fii and she 
probably needed the run at Martel Rasen tea month Toskano has feat -ground form but 
)» stays, but Grantam ftide looks rolry h« firM-nme bankers alter finotang laded oH 
fa Wfacamon. The looks a to-jgher test lor Lovable Outlaw after ha wn from Owens 
Quest at Southwell and Jatoantn, CaBeva Star and Lugs Brannigan (remoitoted at Loces- 
ter) may also be touto wannng. Selection: COOL RUNNER 

■1 - y.n l ALAN POVEY SIGNS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m Penalty Value £3,355 

1 PK2T1 BURES (20) (0) IJ H Herntl} Ws J Broun 6 r t) . . 0 Grattan (5) 

2 COO-52 CENTAUR EXPRESS (8) (D) iCenaur Racng Ud) A Stem 5 tl 9 TBoy 

3 tm OTWS PHDE (272) (C) (D) fWsWL Batey) RWAnsheadE fl 0 S Wynne 

4 B132- NIPPER REES (2W) (CO) (BF) l& ftpen R Simpson mjb A P McCoy 

5 35-23 RAFFLES R0DST55 (21) (BF) f«arH A Uachanj A HevKorrt* 5 136 . PCarfamy 

6 13523 DIEGO (13) (CD) (Pewj Douglas EngneemglM Pitman «■*>« R Johnson 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: tM Raffles Rooster. 100-30 Centaur Express. 7-2 Diego. 9-2 Bures, B-i Upper Reed, 
12-1 Winns Prkfc 

■S98 TtejanoGdto6nORDunnoody92fP3."adteyi 7 ten 
FORM GUIDE 

RAFFLES ROOSTER >S interesting ar the shorter dtetenc* Four arms a twiner on me 
Flat. Over Jumps he has jus: been found waning over longer mps man todays He caught 
a tartar »i Easy Feeln at Worcester 120 ovals benmd hsm and a fmaf-tfighi mistake at 
Newttuy rurad hs chance against Welsh S* and Stormy Session who were both get- 
tmg plenty ot wbiqW- Paul Carbeny. wno rode Rattles Rooster at Worcester, s back on 
board and this trip gntes the gektng more chance ol brmgtog ha pace into action Diego 
made a wnreng debut on this course and he was here agam last month when brushed 
aade by the to -form mwSovw Sam: C*ei Third to rus stabtemate BaKafllji at Sandown last 
trie, Diego should run wefl with a low weighii. Bures has the we*ghi lo del / after ha from- 
Rmnrrg wins a SedgefieW and Newcastto. ™hje [he mjd-lovtng Nipper Reed may nor 
be good enough on tos reappearance even with the help ol Tony McCoy Winn's Pride 
won on the course lira time up last season out ma*es Imte appeal in® time whJe Cen- 
taur Express a on a good handicap ma.> ate rip c. ready :o go cfose afe< last weeks 
good effort against Guttendge X ?wta:ker Rasan Selection RAFFLES ROOSTER 

fo~ 4n 1 ST MODWEN LIMITED HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£6,500 added 2m Penalty Value £4,332 

1 221 -« SUBLIME FELLOW (20) (TT) -7 j Vjjrwr.i tl Hmasrscr. 7 n Q M A Ftegerald 

2 3^-6 RANDOM ASSAULT (13) IDI _cr. C 5 T 5 Mr Q McPhail (7) 

3 33-231 BARNAGEERA BOY (E) /D) • *.>s 3 2 1'.tSyi! W ; Ti f iSi' ( TJenks 

4 2F5-34 MOUSE BIRD (20) iCsost F-er^s, Z 'jarrzHz tCJ R Dinwoody 

5 Er-643 C3RCUIATION (29) (D| 'Cavxn a??, icdi D M^ir. “ X) 5 G Hogan 0) 

-s declared - 

JLGrarnun wefiftt 3ft Tne larcJcao ~ -iwOSen 7sr : re 

BETTING: 5-» BanagefEia Boy.7-4Sub0nie FeUon. IDtKH Mouse Bird. 10-t Random AssaulL 16-t 
Circulation 

096 Super Taacsfln 3SHeriev,3)?-2'nA.-r iran 

FORM GUIDE 

Subftme Fellow just OcJOr': smju-e up or,- ■ncre from itie seem last when too nr ic 
native Mission at Newbury and tras race wB oe more his Cup ol tea However Nxrve Ms- 
son has Since proved no matoh to- BARNAGEERA BOY at Haydock ana Nicky Hen 
cfarsona charge has to concede Sib to Bamageere Boy wr\- .von in die S *ie ol an improved 
sort. Random Assault drdnt ^rmp to wpc a .vstherOy on ms reappearance and he was 
last of four n rtos race lest year Mouse Bird turpi to Sounds ^yne a Newbur y (2m -0 
tost tana may not be sserg enajgn :c iahe acvanage cl the tot he gers frem Barr.ageera 
Boy. and Clrculsitoo is *eiy to Sr-3 die race too net Selection EAWJAiSEERA BCf 


^TT] DOUGLAS ENGINEERING LTD SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 

■** u | G) £2,400 added 3YO 2m Penalty Value £1,896 

1 F GUNNBtS GLORY (22) (tan Bbtay) Uns LSutobsDD SFca 

2 PATRICK (F17) (Tfl Psascnj D Buthel 1) 10 — RDunwoody 

2 5 AFTER HOUR5(1B) (Ate Hqus Partnershp) D F+ench Davis 05 J Magee (3) 

4 4 CADBURY CASTLE (16) (SPTrdaDG Chartes- JonesCS JCAbpwn(S) 

5 0 FIVE UVE (22) (W J Reed) S Cote tl 5 G Supple (5) 

6 D HOPPStETTA (FB) (Rhrebra Racmg) BPairg O 5_. -RGram 

7 0 ITY BETSY (34) (Twytord BbxfaodJ Ms ( Mdue D5 - SCurrsn 

B 4 MY HERO pa) (Bl ftoim «to Retor ftpper Partnership) T Mfc 13 5 CU o wfatyn 

9 0302 SILENT VALLEY (7) (BF) (Ms S E Cocped Ifcs L SctJai 5 — ATltoraionV 

D P SUN FAIRY (32) (TG Brooks) DButhel 10 5 DJBareheS 

tl 0 ZANABAY(7)(taBD^kn)'3 Reno 105- Gwy Lyons 

-11 dsdared- 

BETTTNG: 5-2 Silent Vaiiay.9-2 My Hero, 5-1 GinwreGtonr. 5-1 Cadbury Castle, Patrick, 10-1 Sun 
Fairy. 14-1 Zsnabey. Attar Hoi», 15-1 Rve live. My Betsy; 20-1 Hoppflra® 

®96 Stonecutter 3 10 OflHugte 9-* fa* (MOwnnon) 14 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

This race e bad enough to suggest SDent Valley hoa a winning chance now she's back 
agansi her own age alter bong runner-up to Tabriz at Doncaster. She hasn't looked the 
lousiest ot anenats when the chps are dw»n and CADBURY CASTLE s the fan bet 
with lop ctainer Xavier Aepuru booked after a slayrog-on fourth to Klngsctown Trtu In a 
ncn-seler at FomweA My Hero has had a nto on the Flat since her credtabie debut foulh 
ro Martin Pipes hotpot Crete Ot Magic atlbunan. Gunners Glory fall at the friai light 
n that sam® race He was in fourth at the Ume and he had some spiriting farm whan 
with Bnan Meehan. Patrick shaped pretty well on his debut at Hereford, and his stable- 
male Sun Fairy faced a stem test on her Production when puled up in CototosserB 
race al Leicester Setection: CADBURY CASTLE 

WELLMAN PLC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
IU 1 2m 4f Penalty Value £3,664 

1 <-n LISTEN TIMMY (NZ) (23)(C) (The Sermil Racing CUi) S faodatm B n 12 S Wymt 

2 me- ABS0U/TLY EQUINAME P73) (BF) (F J SentCwyl U He&an-Ek 6V0 BPanvt 

3 OF-P DANDE DOVE (91) (Dardefan Defabutcn Lid) K Baiey 6 Tt 0 ^NWHanson 

4 WP2-P DOMNINGTON (24) (C) |B T Stewart flrowni □ Shemood 7 tl 0 JAlfcCaithy 

5 16222 IN THE BLOOD 113) (1 L Shfar) P Hofcte 6 Tl 0 RDunwuody 

6 W56.4 ORGAN RECITAL (13) (Lady Arms Bertrck)0 Brennan a TiO ....II Brennan 

“ C(X>- SEVEN POTATO MORE (231 llSr Join BartwBt) Sr J Bartow Bl 7 11 0 ....PCaAeny 

6 W OFF SHEET UGHTNMG (1?) (Derrto Oeaconi A Card 5 n 0 _„..WMfa*on 

9 FFP2-6 90SJNER (11) lA HoinBSWrltiJ A Hc^igswlt) 9 n p UrBJffwBymo (?) 

-Sdecteed- 

BETT1NG: «-6 batenTnuny, 7-2 Absohdiy Eqfanaroa, M Dondngtnv 1M InTfie Blood, 1M Oande 
Dove, 20-1 Organ Racial, 33-1 others 
W6 Cbah 6 n 6 G Bradev 10-3 !»■ |Mss H 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

LISTEN TIMMY has ivnce efished out a thrashing to Tejano Gold, and this step upnds- 
tance is likely id sun him In The Blood has been ruiwig we* enough n mayvrg hinflee 
and ires will be mwe he game afler wmfag bolh hts starts in Insh potots. Donnington 
Me had tos problems and after rrasang a season with leg trouble, he then broke a Wood 
vessel at Huntingdon last month He has abity (a fine second to Mareflo al Ayr last Apri) 
and Chasing has always looked more ras mark. Absofcitfy Equina me a another who has 
looked mors d a chaser, though tfw tnp on ha return to acwxi since Mar ch (s econd to 
Ready Money Creek ai Newburyi oaud be toosharp far tin Selection: LISTEN TIMMY 

J o /in) E.B.F. *NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £2,505 

l 5-: LORD OF THE WVEB (23) (B T Ssswaq Snm) O Stewed 5B5 J A McCarthy 

: t2Ln ARCTIC CAMPER (240) (Lady Hamsi D ttchcfcon 5 tl 0 R Johnson 

3 CMii A VERSE TO ORDER (37) (I N Baiey) Mss P Vthrte 6 n 6 T Junks 

4 0- BABBLING BROOK (223) lA Siennet* & Us J Stemettl P HStos 5 Tl 0... R Dunwoody 

1 FC-JT. KING PADDY (14) {MraS A EvamlMrsS Johnson Sit 0 RThomlon 

£ 1C6 LORD SABRE (8) (J H Hortascn) J L hare 4 11 0 J Supple 

7 i-3 SWEET LORD 137) il S Networtong SoLiMns Lafl M Brodstni. 6 H D -JfauhHul 

i =f=-0 SHARP AUCE (13) lAHcknsBwcrtni AHo*ngamrth6 09- .. Mr Edgar Byrne (7) 

-Bdedared- 

BETT1NG: +8 Arctic Camper. 138 Uxd 01 TTw Rhret 12-1 BataHng Break, 20-1 Kbig Paddy. 50-1 (fawn 

599? S-f? Drnscri '■ 

FORM GUIDE 

Lord Ol The River won on tvs hurdles debut al Windsor aher a bumper run last season, 
and ARCTIC CAMPER can . id the same atie* his vasty superior aoarty r the bunper 
league Conne<mons can be tookng forward ro a go-id campaign from Arctic Camper it 
he tums out half as tough as he. oam that wondertii stayer Mayotte. Second to recent 
hurdles wtoner Country Beau at Kempion afler the Faryhouse debui win. Arctic Canper 
than teat ai e<cep: Fionda Peart n the top iace al the Cheltenham Festival The p romise 
was confirmed when ne won a Punchestown Selection: ARCTIC CAMPER 


r_ _ TT , . ~ rxspjjcl ATROPOS HANDICAP (CLAK F) (DfV rpEn 

TTMGFIFl D (A/W.) £3.300 added 1m2f LI^WJ 

r li XVJJ : ' 1 ocran Ki 08 SAGA (B) (Q G L Moore 5 "J d . .5 WfawoBh 14 l 22CET: 


HYPERION 

12.15 Paplta 12.45 Jubilee Scholar 1-20 Mag- 
azine Gap 1J50 Just Another Time 2. 20 Oiip- 
stead Bay 2^0 pJe»ruredEmcer 3^0 Churchill’s 
Shadow — - — 

GOING: standard. STALLS: St & 6f - outSHto: r«t - msida. 

DRAW ADVAHTAJC^: Low best 5f & 6L 

• Eoul&ack siafacs: lefMtand. sharp undiatrog cour» 
•Cbtarn a SE of town or BS03B. LngfWd 

don. Vctorta) adpvrts course. ADM | SSK^+'^ n ^ 
ay Enclosure £9t CAR PARK: Ckt> JE-*, et-OT 

•LEADtNGTHAWHlS: G L Moore 15 OT i(«%1 « 

(BBH n Hamon SM93 (taTfci. " 

©LEADttWJOaXEY&RCochr^K^n^iCWre'^ 
ft22%) 4 Qtdnn 47-717 (6B%>. S Whitworth 41 -305 (134%L 

# FAVOURITES.- 7754283(339%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: C*p *Wn'« P« (fasored) fiafi 

(1215J USSiSM A (c^s S'BSS 

added 1m 4f 

J 0CB4P AaUW(J«9JBndspSll0- - J?KailiWw2S 

2 4KJ60 (X»SSESDMl(J30)BftWM5hO o -»fc -gftvSwBB 

3 16000 FLDWBMX(J30)OTL»Btj(J45it 0 MrTB^^^y ^ 

4 osQoa ua cRupg ) sa»tfaa in o 'JSSBiil® 

5 0)St» WareSSONfiaSEregtefinO- J" a ^S(7)7 

B 025000 *«B5iBB 

7 033301 VWJMKX»»«p)J*n6afy310l3 

B 6060* ARBSH (31) jFfa jvHayes - « 1 « ■- W A( wt-l1 

X). 4000*5 N08LEfCROC2M)|<toS^'3 D9- ^gyoofajsjfl 
n mohj* AflUflma fflj. 8 ommiw ( a 3 
a 000630 (WT»(W^(BQN^pg fl3t,6 --' l ^’ > 

, m , 35i3ifeaas^ 8K: 


1 OOOOQO KI OB SAGA (B) (C) G L Moore 5 '-3 G . .5 WMworthl* 
i 318482 LB3AL ISSUE (2S) (BE) vv Harfi 5 39 . -TSpraie 12 

3 n*aw?a HAYDN JAMS (USA) (13) ? hams 3 9 9 MFeotonAB 

4 -00020 5EJAAL pO R Roner 59 4- . - SDro«w3 

5 tmrm o®Smwn0N(l1)(D)(BF)JRsacefl92-M W^tarail 

6 632550 OUR SHADS (USA) (295) iqK hey 7 90 . CScallyl 

7 004SB UULR FRANOftSE (24] (CD) « 4 £ S.Oane CTNeas 

B 002fa5 JUBdS SCHOLAR (13) (CD) G L SJKit 4 3 '4 ACfaut5 
9 000230 GOLD CUPPER (UQ-Unyan 36 3 - - - DBigjpISB 

■ffl 60000 HOWRY'S WJSC (Jl?) M Uadgwr*. £06 . W Ryan 6 
tl WOOD IUSL9IANI (^ ANe*canoe 78 5.. . AltedayB 

fi 606464 NA HABkEACHU (17) J S Mocre 6 5 4 - -P F Murphy (3) 7 
T3 000000 COASR3UARDS ICRO <5j 1/ISW&87 -JMwfwfilO 
1 » TWQ/0 UTTLE WSS RBOT (7) (CD) R CSu&ren ? 5 ; JOunn2 

BETIWGiA-IUsallssuB, 9-2 Haydn Jfanas. 5-1 Guosslrmdon. 6-1 S&il- 

6 Frantfdsa, Jubilee Scholar Gold Clfapei; 1S-iOurSh*fae.i*-UEs- 
leimn. SeJaaL ig- 1 Na HiAiteedHJ, 20-1 offlare 

r WSX I ATROPOS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
i.tU il) £3,300 added 1m 2f 
1 5(5000 FORTKNOXI9) (C) RFtewBf63 3 — EteampB 

0 wan - RUBY ESTATE (J65S) N tamm 6 B3 - . teneOTfeW l* 

■i £6803 BILLADDIE (7) (C) R Raaei * 3 5 - . . -R Cochrane » 

5 omeo CAPtABrSDAY(S(CD)HCcfin^tJae5 92 -ilFjff^7V 

= rvnhfin MPiAWHS (21) G L Moate *91 - .- CandyUomslB 
B 664352 wfTHOUTFReiDSpnJF-HevWSe'S AYrtwto (3)2 

7 Qfljso EDSFOLUfl35)SDiw4a_S - P ?Si2t 

b QC35C3 INKWELL (31) GLkto»i=-v- - 

1 2fr0O3 0ANCWGDESTWY(2S)F3atomy.: ? - 

m tmt; W>QAZB& GAP (37) Pz L(^heS - 5 6 Amarrla 5ahdBfS B V 

5 ^ SHW«WTAZti5)K^26r ...-“"ES 

e 22BS2 suyffl HASH0W Iffl;,^, - = - 
« 032354 PR0tAHA5 BAY 124) r i*aaan .-9 2 N 

u 03003 MfiSWPPIKMC^.-V .N Cart me 5 

w. id dcdsifid - 

KTSSSCSSS !S« I- 


r= - gR 7 WITCH OF ENDOR CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3.300 added 2YO 5f 

1 22CET: JUST ANOTHER TME (36) (C) J Sen-, BO P Roberts (3| 3 

2 QSira PRIVATE SEU. (7) (DJ (BF) 5 Mare 6 G AOaitS 

3 K-kltl RISKY ViHISKY (1 1) (CD) J Betry 8 O P Braatey (7) 6 B 

t 130 ^ Sf^Ht GSL (11) (D) C CMiyer 0 6 A Whelan (3) 1 V 

5 3365*0 DANK TIMES (7) h hicrv B i Martin Dwyer 2 

6 50094 MI5S BANANAS (11)1360 NCartlSl«« 

-6 declared - 

BETTING: 94 Just Another Time. 11-4 Prime Seal. 7-2 Rteky Whisky. 
9-2 Super GelL 6-1 Hiss Bananas. 12-1 Oande Times 

rSTonl LE REVE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
*.ZV\ added Sf 

t 02S5r APOLLO RED 117) (CD) GL Mom e WO Candy Moms 4 

2 000521 RALACEGATE TOUCH (36) (Cl (D| J Berry 7 9 < 

PBradtey 77}7B 

3 030560 THAT MAN AGAIN (211 SCWtems596 Dane OUelB 6 

1 00CC25 BOBO MAGIC (21) (CD| (BF) L McnU^je Hal 595 

R Hughes 1 

5 000160 RAMSEY HOPE (6) (C) (D1 C Fafrug 4 6 0 RCoeftaneSV 

6 OMOK SCISSOR RBGE (17) (CD) J Bnd^ar :■ 6 13 JOutenlQ 

7 040300 PLE1N GAZ (FR) (47) (D) J Bnaga -f 6 n N Adams 2 

9 36S55 HALF TONE f!7) (C) R Ftow 5 6 XI A Clark S B 

3 iM£J3« JOHNNY STACCATO (17) (D) R GSutoan 3 68 DBIggaa 
13 OOCrn CH1PSTEAD BAY (7) (CD) K i»uy 3 8 3 Cwl CScdv5 

- io declared - 

BETTING: 7J Chlpstead Bay. 5-r Paiacegare 7boen. «■ r Apollo Rad. 7- 1 
Scissor Ridge, Robo Magic B-l Thai Man Again. 6-1 Ranway Hope. 1M 
Johnny Stoccaio. 14-1 Half Ton*. 20-1 Plan Gsz 

o Fn l LYDIA MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
Z.&U| £4,550 added 2YO 1m 

: 00 CARADOCP2) SC '4«ams?0 S Drown* 10 

2 C« FUGHT (120) S0cw?0 .WRyan6 

OC FSE f») Uh, U r * U U Wlgtwii 3 

£ IS KAMJMAN HIGHWAY CW V '-Wm ? D Biggs 5 

C ; pj_£A£URHJANCEfi I7S1 VU O' jenrw 9 Emm* 0 GomBtl 1 


6 MOM RED RISK (36) P Hants 80 .... JCk*n7 

7 00 5AUMYS SHUFFLE (21) RFfawer90 .. ACtark4 

£ «0 TECFMCtAN (151) M Jaws 9 0 .... RCochramll 

9 050 RRST B36A fllB) S Dew 89- Ptfae(7)9 

0 OLD MERCH RHYD-Y-GRUG (BO) D WBams 8 0 MTefatXfaS 

r 04 SCOTLAND BAY (9) RHamcn 89 Dane O’Neil 2 

-It dedared- 

HETT1NG: 5-2 Pfwsundanoer. 7-2 Flight 4-t Soodmd Bay, S-t Free. 
10-1 Ha nunum Highway, 12-1 Taehnldon, Caradoc. 14-1 Fkrnl Idas, 
20-1 others 

[O nn \ LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (QUALIRER) (CLASS E) 
£4,025 added TT 

1 562000 BOWL CARUON (21) (CD) GLMooreSB C. M WjpfaOi 12 

2 5POOO COSSACK COUNT (17) S Dw 4 9 12 .J>Doo(7)8 

3 MOOCH LAPETTTEFUSBE(9)(D)RDSi*ran69t2 R Hughes 15 

4 00301 ITSWIHBOST (161) (QP)V Soane 4 9 O .R Cochrane 6 

5 3KK& IVORYB GRAB HIRE (82) (Cl (D) Khory497_ 

-Martki Owyar 3 B 

6 -5060 ReGALSPLSKJUR(212)(C)jaid9»496.TSpreka73 

7 JHW WOR^ DSD (3Q (CD) Gay Nateway 4 9 5. A Whelan '(3) 1 
6 tBOOO LIFT BOY D7) (CD) pri 6 L Moore 8 9 4. .Candy Morris 4 

■» WKt) MATOAICA p3) (BF) V Scene 3 » 2 JlPerttaniS 

tl 210043 SHARP IMP (15) (C)(D)PF)R Row 792 ^CtarkllB 
r. OCGOti OWRCHILL’S SHADOW (21) PD)B Pearce 3 8 T3 

W Ryan 16 

12 GEH126 SIZZLING (21 jSkbmon £ 8 B CteneO’NfaDM 

C -00033 MOG1N (15) (D) T J Najghton 4 7 0 JOtdmlO 

vi 1X0200 AEGEAN SOUND (IS) K Ivor jf 3 7 V N Adams 2 

15 060000 CHIEFS LADY (21) JS Moore 5 7 10 D O'Shea 9 

16 2G000O UTTLE PILGRIM (4® T Jones 4 7 10 NCariUe7 

-iBdedaed- 

IMm*r ,’4f ii» rrupharvScapnwsf®. Aeg^nSoundTeBStOvafS 
teov *»r ’«• tart? W pare W 

BETTING: 4-1 ChurdiWs Shadow 5-1 Wort Deed, lMMatoafca. 7-1 Sharp 
Hnp, fl-1 Ketothapost, 10.1 Aegoin Sound, La PeBo Fuoat, Mogbi, 12-1 
urn Boy. Stating, 1+1 iwnys Grab Hire. Regal Splendour, IB-1 Royal 
Carfton. 20-1 others 


Rain could be the bar lo Senor 
El Be crutti running in the King 
George VI Chase on Boxing 
Day , Susan Nock, the grey's 
trainer, said yesterday. 

Senor El Betrutti had been 
due to go to post for the Kemp- 
lon race following wins in the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup and 
Tripleprint Gold Cup, both at 
Cheltenham. However, Mrs 
Nock describes the grey as be- 
ing “hopeless" on soft going, 
and over the festive season the 
permit holder’s household will 
be watching the weather. 

“Senor El Betrutti is ab- 
solutely jumping out of his 
skin” she said. “But now we’ve 
got the rain. He just can’t run 
in the soft - hopeless, he’d 
rather run on the M25.” 

Ridden by Graham Bradley, 
the eight-year-old ran his best 
race so far at Cheltenham last 
Saturday, a display which con- 
vinced connections he was good 
enough for the King George. 

Nock added: “He loved iL 
the race suited him. He was al- 
lowed to dominate and the 
race hasn't taken any thing out 
of him. We decided then he was 
entitled Lo run in the King 
George. So if he’s well and the 
ground is right he’U go to 
Kempton. If we can Lry for a 
race like that without harming 
him then why not? The only 
thing that could harm him 
would be the ground because 
soft ground turns him into an 
old dog." 


A new jockey would be 
needed for Senor El Betrutti 
with Bradley booked to ride 
Suny Bay for Charlie Brooks. 

Tferry Casey will make a de- 
cision this morning on Rough 
Quest's participation in the 
King George. The trainer said 
there was a “distinct possibili- 
ty” that Rough Quest would 
make the line-up. 

Casey said yesterday: “He 
had a nice canter this morning 
and we’ll see bow he is tomor- 
row. He will have a nice swing- 
ing canler and it depends how 
he feels as to what we decide. 
He’s in excellent shape. He's 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Wildmoor 
(Ungfield 12.15) 

NB: Without Friends 
(Lingfleld 1.20) 

eaten up well but he just lost a 
little bit of weight at Haydock.” 

Casey said if Rough Quest 
did run at Kempton he expect- 
ed Mick Fitzgerald to ride 
Rough Quest, 8-1 from 10-1, 
and Sony Bay, 5-2 from 100-30, 
have been backed for the race 
with CoraL 

Cored: Evens One Men. 5-2 Suny Bay 9-2 
Barton Baric B-i Roujft Quest , B-i Senor 
B Betrutti 26-1 bar. 

WlUtam HUH 4-5 Ore Man, 11-4 Suny Bay; 
4-1 Barton Bank. KM Roirah Quest 12-1 
Senor El Betrutti, 20-1 CtaSenger Du Luc. 
PfMfcbfi See More Business. 50-1 ter. 

0 Waterlogging caused today’s 
meeting at Hexham to be aban- 
doned following an inspection 
at 5pm yesterday. 


Sheikh enters 57 for Derby 


Sheikh Mohammed has en- 
tered 57 yearlings for the 1999 
Derby. The figure is an in- 
crease on the 45 entries he made 
for the 1998 race. A further 45 
yearlings have been entered by 
Godolphin, 

RESUJIJS 

TOWCESTER 

12.40: 1, MARGf BOO (R Johnson) 9-1 ; 


(M Sheppard, Ludbury). Tbto: £1120; E2JSQ, 
£330, &7Q. DF: £4880. CSF: £9228 Tric- 
ast EU6591 Tno: £fi£L2Q; ES33 earned for- 
ward to Ltogfieto a 20 today. 

1.10: V. SPARKLING CONE (N 
waamson) B-l; 2. Strong Vfaton 9-1; 3. 
DontM Cavalier 2-1 lav. 14 ran. 12 , 17*. 
(Miss Vtenatfa Wiliams, Hereford! Tola: 
£BJO; E12Q £290 £220. DF: ttAtti CSF: 
£54.77. Tho: EAB0. Ml: OonfoUfa 

1-40: 1. NATIVE FSLD (W Marston) 13-3; 
2. Ever Smile 7-1; 3. Caaba Secret 11-2. 
12 ran. 13-8 lav Lansdowne (4th). 3,6(0 
Write, WB5tbury-an-Sevaml Tote: 0040; 
£30Q £220 £240 DF: £57Ba CSF; E48B7. 
Trio: £7260 

2.10: 1. HILL TRD< (L lfan«y) «-1; 2. 
General Tbrfa 9-2: 3L Boots Madden 
evens fav. 6 ran. 10, & (X BoJwn Brktowa- 
tar) Thte: E9B0; DUO £320 DF: SbBOCSF: 
£5QSt TricaEt E7B55.Trio: £UBO Mt Cate 
Run, Dobtoa. Lay It Oft 

240: 1. BRACEY RUN (CLtewslyn) 7-4; 
2. Go Ctowola 14-1 ; 3. BaM High 04 tot 
16 ran. Vs 'h. (J Okt Wougltor) tote: £400: 
£200 E3«. £190 DF: £4730 CSF: £2952. 
Trio: £2 090 fifi: Royal Uvenaan, Sarmood 
3.10: 1. PETE THE PARSON (M A 
Ftegerald) Evens lav; 2. ParSamentarran 
13-8: 3. Capteto Kta<9»e 9-1 4 ran. Q, dat 
^OttWoughton) TWe: CZOO OF: ClflO. 

3A0: 1. RUSSBLL ROAD (FI Massoyl 7-2; 
2. Ardflnnan 3-4 il fav; a Deputy Leader 
7-1 IS ran. 34 ft few Mow* Bfl BthJ. 'h. Z 
(D fkcrioteon, Tbmpte Quiltog). Tbte: E4D0; 
£170. £190 £250 DF: Otto CSF: CUBE Trfo: 
£1890 NRb: Father McCartea OMtaata, 
Sharp Practic& 

Jadqrot not won; £4^1739 earned forward 
to Uttneter today. 

Placepot: £107B.iO Quadpot £3790 
Place 6: £76551 Place 5: £13401 

CATTERICK 

1290; 1. CLAIRESWAN (R Thornton) 
M-1 ; 2. Caafi Box 5-1 : 3. Dlddy Rymer 7-2 
lav. 11 ran. 4. vh. (M Tompklna. Newmar- 


£2800 

1.00: 1. LINDEN'S LOTTO [B Hantng) 
7-2: 2. River Unshion 2-1 fav: 3. The Bud 
Cluh 12-1. 7 ran. 5 15 |G Richards, 
Groyeroto) Tbte: £520; £160 £TODF:£3SQ 
CSF: £848. 

1 90: 1 . FEN TERRIER (B Harclng) 7-4 fav; 
2. Hobbs Oiolca 8-1; X Dfamond Beach 

4- 1 7 ran. 5 TO (F Murtagh. Cartela). tote: 
£290: £160 £200 DF: E980 CSF: £1201 

2.00; 1. JOE JAGGER(RGarritty1 5-1 it 
fav: 2 Whtagates Wllto if -2; 8 Deal Quay 

5- 1 |t tav 10 ran. 4. a fM HarrmcrKf. Wd- 
CleharnV Tbtre £420. £100 £100 £170 . DF: 
£17.70 CSF: £3004 Tno: £1500 

2 JO: 1. TAKE COVER (P Carbary) 5-1: 
2. No Finer Man 4-i; 3. Point Hayes 20-1 
15 ran. 7-2 fav Swyntond Pride (pJted upL 
2, 7: (M Tomptans. Newmarket). Tots: 
CS3&; ESDCt £240 £220 DF: Efa0Q CSF: 
£3406. Trio: CBQOO ; £13387 earned for- 
ward to Ltogfreld 320 today. NR: Coetayefl 
300: 1. PRINCE OF SAINTS (R Gtent- 
M 8-15 fav; £ Ftemvfek's Brother 6 -T, X 
Ttepatch tJ-2 6 ran, 4 15 !M Hammond, Md- 
tflaham) Tote: ElBO; £11Q £250 DF: £270 
CSF: £440 NFL Kldrummy Caste. 

330: 1. OUS BERRY (X Aapuru) 20-1: 
2 Wellington Street 10 - 1 . 3 Brandi End 
10-1 8 ran. 4-9 fav Over The Beck. 1 2'b. 


DESK 


Yearling entries for the 1999 
Derby total 544, just two down 
on the 1998 figure. 

Numerically, the leading 
English owner is Michael Thbor 
with 25 yearlings, on increase 
from the 15 be entered last year. 


(D Forster. Dartngion). Tote: £2150: £230 
£ 100 . £200 DF:E 8 B 0 Q CSF: £tt537.Trto: 
CH220; £7270 carried forward u Lingfieid 
320 today fift Vafaata. 

Placepot: £2240 Quadpot: £1250 
Piece 6: £1730 Place 5: £B23 

SOUTHWELL 
1 1 .50: 1- BEMT1CO (G FaiAtw) TI-4 tan 
2 Yeoman Oliver 13-2; 3. Saratoga Red 
8-1 15 ran. V/*, 'h. (Mb N Macaulay). Tbte 
£340; £L1Q £250 £20Q DF: £2090 CSF: 
£1725. Trio: £1880 NR: Cabctarge Bhte. 

1220: 1. GODMERSHAM PARK (Dean 
McKeown) Tl-2; 2. Mr Paradise i2-i; X 
Chakra IM fav; 4. GebfasorO-t IS ran. 
Vh, 'h [P Fetaate). Tote: £740 £ 120 , £330, 
£150 £540 DF: E52BO CSF: £7085 Tricast 
£22323 Trio: £4350 

1220: 1. NOTATION (A McCarthy) 3-t 
co fav: Z Course Fishing 8-1; X WhUey 
Grange Boy 3-1 co fav 13 ran. 3-1 co tw 
Pharty Dancer (4thL 3 37a. (D Chapman). 
Tbte: B450; £170 £19Q E10Q DF: £1740 CSF: 
£2849. Tncast £7745. Tno: £2070 

120: 1. JOSEPH’S WINE (R Cochrane) 
8-1 ; 2. Ettnn Lodger 13% 3. Davk Rock 4-1 
15 run. 2-1 tevFtoeRtogB Lad.5,2'A. (JWhar- 
tonV -foter. £790 £240 E2B0 £t?0 CF: £2850 
CSF: £3568 Tno: MlflO fift Banneret 
1 JO: 1. UVE PROJECT (S WHtwonh) 
20-1 ; 2 Be Warned 7 -t ; 3 Shades Of Love 
31 ; 4. 16 ran. 5-1 fav Deerty: aht-hd. 'h. (R 
Craggs). Tote: £4280 £ 62 ft £150 £350 
£200 DF: £13470 CSF: £*307 Tricast: 
EU6834. Trio: nol won; £33332 carried for- 
ward to Lingfleld 320 today. 

220: 1 . PM TEF (R Wfaston) XM ; 2. Pri- 
mary Colours 7-4 fav; 3. Essamfeas te-i; 
4. Naked Oat W-i 18 ran. ’/., 17*. (T Eaa- 
erbyV Ibta £1550; £2.tL £130 £550 £280 
DF; £2180 CSF: £2700 Tricasc E2GB32. Trio: 
£17740 

230: 1. PIP’S ADDfTKIN (T Sprake) 4-1 ; 
2. Lady Laphroalg 31 ; a She's A Gem 11-4 
fav is ran. nk. 3'h- (J Gtowar). Tote: £4.70; 
£270 £140 £300. DF: £1250 CSF: £2844. 
Tno: £4740 Teaploy Qlrl (7-1) was withdrawn 
not under orders. Rule 4 appkes to al bets, 
deduction lOp to the pound 

320: 1. AFAAN (S Ftighron) 4-1; 2. 
Nobsllno 31; 3. Broadataira Beauty 31; 
4. La Doyenne 14-1 18 ran. ri-4 fav 
Canoves Haorl 2 7r. (R Marvin). Totoe £600 
£130 E390 £290 £380 DF: £2090 CSF:. 
EW228 Tricast £26051 Tno: £8050 fifl: Zig- 
n/s Dancer. 

Pracapot: £13530 Quadpot: £5160 
Place 8: £10753 Place 5: £5007. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

LIVE COHHEBTABIESlBESntftl 


UTTOXETER 

971 

| 981 

HEXHAM 

972 

962 

LINGFIELD 

973 

963 

11 ALL COURSES RESULTS IS 


1 0891 261 970 ! 

CiiinMigrpfinite.m.|*.toaB«aKmn 


ONLY £35 

£3 ertn with lettering. Price tachdn VAT, pftp 


Sheer taxory, boaad La 
| rich great leather, with 
embossed lettering 
(£3 extra), gfW-edged 
pages and two sift 
ribbon Markers. 

The diary inclndes UK 
and Irish flxtares and 
new for 1998 TV races, 
plus other major 
sporting events and 
■Bch mere. 


To:^ The Sporting Ufa 1M6 Diary Offar.PO Box 54, DestartHi^L Northanb NN14 2UH 

{TM: 01538 762860). Plea»aand me dteries. I enclose my cheque tar £ 

payable to Die Sporting Life.^ Tta paymari s £35 per tfiary and £3 for totals, # leqiMed. 
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Hollioake’s philosophy helps England to have some fun 


England go into today’s 
Champions Trophy final 
against the West Indies 
in Sharjah full of 
confidence and as 
favourites but Derek Pringle 
warns that they 
underestimate their 
opponents at their peril. 


This was nol the final the or- 
ganisers were hoping for. Like 
two interlopers who had drunk 
the bar dry and polished of the 
food, England and the West In- 
dies, who compete today for the 
Akai-Singer Champions Trophy, 
have spoilt the party. For only the 
second time in Sharjah cricket's 
16-year history history, neither In- 
dia or Pakistan will feature in the 
final, a fact that is certain not to 
please their countrymen who 
make up the lion's share of the 
workforce within these wealthy 
princedoms. 

As the only side with an un- 
beaten record, as well as a 
decade of one-day dominance 
Over the West Indies, England 
must surely start favourites. 
They are a confident team led 
by a confident young captain 
and playing ultra efficient 
cricket. Adam Hollioake may 
dread all manner of thing s, but 
none of them seem to exist on 
a cricket field, a characteristic 
that appears to have rubbed off 
wholesale on his team. 

There is less formality on dis- 
play too and players feel at 
liberty to enjoy themselves. At 
the official dinner on Wednes- 
day night, England's players, led 
by Alee Stewart who danced a 
waltz with a belly-dancer, en- 
tered into the fun. Graham 
Thorpe, not someone you nor- 
mally find swinging &om the 
chandeliers, then delivered a 
strikingly good imitation of 
Geoff Boycott to the 600 guests 
before Hollioake senior, rarefy 
a shrinking violet took to the 
stage and attempted to balance 
a walking cane on his nose. 

For those who had witnessed 
the long faces in Zimbabwe a 



• • :vv -,V : : •/ • '• 


England leave the field with their 'coffins’ after a practice session ahead of today's Champions Trophy final against the West Indies in Sharjah. For only the second time in the 


competition's 16-year history neither Pakistan or India will take part In the final 


year ago, the bonhomie here has 
been both remarkable and con- 
tagious. Blowing hot and cold is 
something that has been seen as 
endemic within English cricket 
so how did Hollioake explain the 
warm glow created here? 

“Team atmosphere is a 
funny thing and it really comes 
down to having a few strong 
characters in the side," said 
England's one-day captain 


yesterday. “If the main players 
are whingy, moaning people 
then that will breed throughout 
the side. But if those guys are 
extrovert confident and posi- 
tive, then that will spread 
throughout the side instead." 

Citing Warwickshire’s 
Dougie Brown as the kind of 
down to earth cricketer he re- 
spects, Hollioake went on to say 
he was looking for players who 


would treat the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan in exactly the same 
way as he would a rickshaw 
driver. 

“What you find then, if you 
take that attitude on to the 
cricket field and you meet Brian 
Lara, is that you don’t sec him 
any differently to the bloke 
playing his first one-day 
international. 

“If vou don’t do that, then 


you start saying that this player 
is belter than that one and you 
start to become intimidated by 
them, as well as under- 
estimating the other guy, who 
you then think can’t play. " 

Hollioake may not yet be an 
orator tn the Winston Churchill 
mould, but his philosophy is a 
sound one. More fittingly, it is 
categorically the right one to 
adopt against this West Indies 


team, now showing signs of 
revival after their abject tour of 
Pakistan, and England under- 
estimate them at their peril. 

Having been virtually down 
and out. Courtney NKfolsh’s side 
have raised themselves here 
with some intelligent and 
spirited cricket. They may lack 
England's all-round soundness, 
but when did a West Indies side 
last take all the wickets to fall 
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to bowlers with spin, as they did 
the-other night against India? 

The answer is probably not 
since the days of Sonny 
Ramadhin and Alf Valentine in 
the early 1950’s. They may have 
met already once in this com- 
petition, but England must 
beware: this is not a conven- 
tional West Indies team, and 
apart from the three fast 
bowlers - Walsh, Merv Dilion 


and Frankfyn “ they have 

aot”^ conventional 

tp prepare the pitch- to ^ 

one England have used mthea 

nrevious three matches - “ c 
P^j^fcelsitwin behave 
did during the opening 
game of the competition 
rffering less spin and m °re 
oace. Despite murmiuings that 
Ashley Giles may come mto the 
side, it is a combination that will 
probably see England play an 
unchanged side. - 

With an over-reliance on 

Alec Stewart, who has been 
superb along with the bcwjms 

and fielding, it is onfy thejwt- 

tiog that can realistically be 
improved Maintaining the mo- 
mentum after a breezy start, has 

been the stumbling block for 
most sides, and England s 
middle-order must avoid being 
asphyxiated by leg-spinner Rawl 
Lewis and his off-spuuung 
counterpart Carl Hooper. 

Engl and's bowlers too, so 
effective when backed by ath- 
letic razor sharp fielding must 
not get complacent. Lara may 
look out of form and generally 
out to lunch, but he is still the 
one player on both sides capa- 
ble of turning the course of a . 
match on its head. If he gets*^ 
runs, both English efficiency and 
Hollioake’s captaincy may well 
be gjven their sternest test yet. 

Happily however, it is a con- 
test that can now be seen on tele- 
vision in Britain, with highlight 
packages being shown today 
on BBC2 and again on Grand- 
stand tomorrow. With Sky hav- 
ing made a substantial offer for 
live broadcast - thought to be 
in the region of £25,000 - re- 
jected by Worldtel, the owners 
of the broadcasting rights, the 
drama still may have a twist or 
turn left in it. 

So, no doubt, does the 
cricket and win or lose, England 
have proved that one-day v 
cricket is best played with what'?' 
might called, all-round special- 
ists. As the song goes, once you 
have seen Paris there is no 
going back. 


Powell fails to find support from batsmen Danes join NatWest party in 1999 Warne: ‘I didn’t spit the dummy’ 


England Under- 19 were let 
down by their batting again 
yesterday as they were bowled 
out for 192 - 123 behind the 
South African Student XI on the 
second day of their three-day 
match in Port Elizabeth. 

The tourists, who have yet to 
post a score of 300, contrived to 
lose wickets in dusters to make 
life extremely difficult for them- 
selves. Three wickets went on 
38, two on 94 and three on 175 


following a partnership of 79 be- 
tween Graeme Swann (44) and 
Chris Schofield (34). 

At 96 for d. the prospect of 
having to follow on loomed 
large, but Swann and Schofield 
stayed together for 25 overs 
until the latter was given out leg 
before to the off-spinner Morgan 
Mfobo. despite playing a long 
way forward. The acting captain. 
Stephen Peters, and Graham 
Napier had earlier looked in 


good form but had not been able 
to build on good starts. 

The students were 14 for 0 
at the close in their second in- 
nings. Earlier, resuming on 255 
for 4, they had declared their 
first innings on 315 for 9. with 
the Essex off-spinner Jonathan 
Powell picking up four wickets 
in his first match of the tour. 

TOUR MATCH (Second day of three) Port 
EBzatette South Africa Students XI 315 tor 
9 dec (D Moftat 13Q G King 78; J C Powell 
4-42) and 14 for 0: England Under. T9 XI 182. 


Denmark will take their place 
in the NatWcsl Trophy in 1999, 
adding to the international 
flavour of English cricket's 
enlarged 60-over tournament. 

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board yesterday con- 
firmed the Danes' inclusion in 
the one-day competition, which 
will be contested by 60 teams in 
two years’ time. When Denmark 
enter the NatWest. they will 
have to play away from home 


during their first campaign, but 
the situation will be reviewed for 
2000 depending on the quality 
of a new grass square being laid 
at Brondby, near Copenhagen. 

The opposition will com- 
prise the existing participants 
Scotland. Ireland and the Neth- 
erlands, along with the I K Eng- 
lish first-class counties and 38 
amateur teams representing 
the new County Boards in 
England. 


The Australian spin bowler 
Shane Warne said yesterday 
that he is not too upset with the 
media’s “petty” fascination with 
his weight. 

However, the leg spinner did 
make an outburst against what 
he called the “negative" 
Australian media. He also 
admitted he was nol at his 
fittest, but he maintained he 
could still help win matches for 
Australia. 


On TUesday, he abruptly 
walked out of the unveiling of 
a wax model of himself- as soon 
as a journalist asked him about 
his weight. Yesterday. Warne, 
Victoria's Sheffield Shield 
captain, said: “I just want to 
clarify... a lot's been said about 
me storming out. I wasn't up- 
set, I didn’t spit the dummy. 

“I thought it was an issue 
that was petty. 1 didn't think it 
was worth going into details. I 


wanted to get out of there and 
go and play golf. 

“I thought ‘Why am I stand- 
ing here while some bloke asks 
me about my weight?' Next 
week it will be something else." 

Warne said he was not the 
fittest he had been in his career, 
but he added: “You tell me to 
go and bowl 30 overs on the last 
day of a Test match and help win 
the match for Australia. I 
reckon I can do that." 


‘fc 


IE.NN.1S 


SAILING: WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 


Injury slows 

Sampras’ 

resumption 


Pete Sampras, the World No 1. 
has been forced to delay his re- 
turn to training after injuring a 
calf muscle in the Davis Cup 
final. However, he still expects 
to defend his Australian Open 
title next month. 

The American sustained the 
injury during his opening singles 
match in last month's 5-0 defeat 
by Sweden in Stockholm which 
ruled him out of the rest of the 
final. He had expected to be on 
the practice court by now. but 
it will be another couple of days 
before he picks up a racket. 

However, he is confident 
that postponing his return will 
not hinder his prospects in the 
first Grand Slam tournament of 
1998 at Flinders ftirfc. Mel- 
bourne, starling on 19 January. 
“It’s taking a bit longer than I'd 
like." Sampras said. “I’d been 
hoping by this time to do some 
training and be hitting some 
balls, and I really hope to hit balls 
by the weekend. If that's not the 
case. I’ll be a little worried. But 
there’s no question I’ll be ready 
for the Australian Open." 

The 26-year-old has com- 
pleted this year’s circuit ranked 
world No "l for the fifth con- 
secutive time. He also won a 
fourth Wimbledon title as well 
as the Australian Open, in 
which he beat Carlos Moya to 
win the event for the second 
tune. 

Sampras is among the eight- 
man line-up, which also in- 
cludes Greg Rusedski, the 
British No 1, for the Kooyong 
Classic, the traditional curtain- 
raiser to the Australian Open in 
the preceding week. 




Leaders neck and neck as Swedes suffer mast damage 


A second yacht has been hit by 
mast damage as the Whitbread 
fleet at least makes fast progress 
towards the Bass Strait on the 
third leg of the Whitbread 
Race. 

Leg two winner Swedish 
Match, skippered by Gunnar 
Krantz, last night reported 
buckling on both sides of the 
near 100-foot aluminium tube 
in the section between the deck 
and the keel 

BuL the Swedes, who are in 
fifth place, were continuing to 
race hard at what is now seen 
as a crucial stage of the race. 
With 400 miles to go to King 


Island at the entrance io what 
is a notoriously difficult piece 
of water between the south- 
eastern tip of Australia and the 
island of Tasmania, the leading 
group of yachts are only 14 
miles apart in the 2,250-mile 
chase from Fremantle to 
Sydney. 

Still leading was Dennis 
Conner’s Toshiba, skippered by 
Britain's Paul Standbridge. but 
there is a big spread of over 150 
miles from the most northerly 
boast to the most southerly and 
even slight variations in 
weather conditions can make 
for big differences in speed. 


Six hours of better breeze 
would put any one of them in 
the lead as they then turn up 
on the cast coast of Australia 
for what is tuning into a con- 
centrated 500-mile match race 
to the finish. 

Going fastest last night was 
Grant Dalton in Merit Cup, 
although he was praying that he 
would be able to give his yacht 
the light to moderate conditions 
in which he felt he had an edge 
over the opposition. 

International weather 
routing expert, Roger 'Courts’ 
Badhnm. who is based in 
Sydney, was forecasting there 


would now be a breeze to 
bring the fleet all the way to 
the finish, something for 
which both the competitors 
and the organisers would be 
thankful as the predictions of 
their arrival lime in Sydney 
have been slipping back and 
back. They are still expected 
on Tuesday. 

The strong Chinese team 
got into its Southern Cross Cup 
stride yesterday on a grey and 
rainy Sydney Harbour, 
whipped white by a gusting 
south-easterly breeze. 

It aLso produced u few hairy 
moments for crews coping 


with the more difficult 
conditions. 

Their 66-fool brand new 
Exile owned by Wurwick Miller 
pulled a first and a third out nf 
the hat, despite narrowly miss- 
ing a big collision on the start 
line of the second race with 
Young Australia. 

With Karl Kwok and his 
new Farr 49-footer Beau 
Geste, with Gavin Brady and 
Geoff Stagg at the back, adding 
a third and a second. China 
took a 43-point lead over 
Australia. 

The British 43-footer Quest, 
crewed by a Royal Navy team. 


reversed a disappointing 22nd 
in the first race of the day to pick 
a sixth in the second with 
skipper Mickey Broughton hop- 
ing to consolidate the im- 
provement in tomorrow's two 
races, a pair of windward/lee- 
wards outside the harbour 
entrance. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE (third leg, 2,250 miles, Fre- 
mantle to Sydney): 1 Toshiba (US) P 
Standbridge 1074 miles to finish; 2 EF 
Language (Swe) P CayanJ 32 mitas ba- 

hind leader; 3 Cries ste Racing (US) G 
Coffins 7.4; 4 Silk Cut (GB) L Smith 7S: 
s Innovation Kvaerner (Nor) K Frostad 
14.2; 6 Swecftsh Match (Swe) G Krantz 
16; 7 Merit Cup (Monaco) G Dalton 
16.7; 8 EJ= Education (Swe) C Guillou 
27.7; 9 Brunei Suneigy fNeth) R Hetner 
2a 

- Stuart Alexander in Sydney 


Wind of change brings respite for my wet and weary crew 



GRANT 

DALTON 

Hard work and little 
sleep made for a tough 
start to the third leg of 
the Whitbread Race for 
Merit Cup. However, as 
her skipper reports, 
things are looking up. 


Soon we will know what Santa 
has brought us for Christmas. 
At the moment it feels more 
like a lucky dip than a promise 
to deliver our wish list. This 
game certainly frays the nerves 
and I ara not sure how well we 
are going to be able to celebrate 
with our families when they join 
us in Australia for the break 
through the New Year. 

When we were halfway to 
Sydney there was still nothing 
in it It has been close racing 
since the start of the third leg 
from Fremantle and having 
everyone so close is a real in- 
centive to keep levels of con- 
centration high. 

1 can't recall a Whitbread 
leg where the leaderboard has 
changed so often and it’s going 
to change again before it Is all 
over. 


AlraosL from the start last 
Saturday, we have been on the 
wind. A pounding beat south to 
Cape Lceuwin and then across 
the Great Australian Bight. 
The conditions have not been 
to our liking and they have been 

very tiring for the crew. 

The weather has not been 
that bone-crunching, boat- 
breaking stuff that we have had 
on other legs, but it has cer- 
tainly sapped the crew's 
strength. We had five days on 
the rail - uncomfortable, wet 
and wearying. I got my first real 
sleep on Tuesday night, our 
fourth night at sea. 

It always lakes the boys a 
day or two to settle in after a 
restart and meal times are not 
a high priority when it’s a beat 
into the wind from the word go. 
Wc did nol enjoy the first five 


days - not only because it’s 
been uncomfortable, but also 
because our position in the 
fleet has been none too flash. 

However, as Mike Quilter. 
our on-board philosopher and 
navigator, says: “We have to 
live with out weaknesses." 

Merit Cup's weakness, plain 
for anyone to see, is her ability, 
or lack of it. upwind com- 
pared with some of the other 
yachts. That was our trade-off 
for downwind performance. 
We are really happy with that, 
especially in a light to moder- 
ate breeze. 

The upwind work was not 
unexpected, but it is 
completely different weather 
from the three previous Whit- 
bread starts from Fremantle 
when the fleet went south in 
search of the westerly breeze. 


This lime, with Sydney the 
object ive inslead of Auckland, 
we look a more easterly mule, 
diet a Led by the high-pressure 
system pushing into the area, 
and had to beat into the south- 
easterly breeze coming off the 
lop of it. 

By yesterday the wind had 
come around a little and we 
were able to stun reaching. We 
Have also been able io take the 
sails off the rail on deck (where 
they had been stacked for five 
days to help stability) The 
wind shift is more tn our lik- 
ing. although it was predicted 
to be light for the next 24 to 36 
hours. It could also be patchy. 

As 1 write this we are doing 
only six knots and it has been 
like that for a few hours. How- 
ever. we have started pushing 
south a little in the expectation 


or the breeze heing a little 
stronger there. If we get a good 
breeze we have an excellent 
chance of shi wing some of our 
potential in light to moderate 
air. 

The weather over the next 
few days should give us the 
opportunity to catch up if the 
wind evens out right over the 
fleet. From then on, w e think 
the breeze will kick in and we 
will run imo Bass Strait. Once 
we lum the corner, the whole 
Heei could he bunched again 
for the final push up to Sydney. 

Everyone wants to win. but 
everyone also knows that we are 
finally seeing just how well 
these boats arc matched and the 
difference between walking tall 
in Sydney and siamping on the 
dockside waiting for the fourth 
leg to Auckland is hairline thin. 


SKIING 


Seizinger 
equals Killy’s 
win record 


Germany’s Katja Seizinger won 
her sixth straight race yesterday 
in Val disere to equal Jean- 
Claude Killy’s World Cup 
record for consecutive victories. 

The Frenchman had his-, 
record streak in January 1967 
winning three downhills, two 
slaloms and a giant slalom. 
Seizinger has had the luck of the 
schedule, with six consecutive 
speed events. 

Seizinger has not lost since 
finishing fourth in a slalom on 
28 November at Mammoth 
Mountain, California. “Every- 
thing went smoothly again to- - 
day,” she said. “I'm happy that 
I can now be mentioned in the 
same breath as Kflfy." 

Seizinger started the winning 
run with a super-G victory at 
Mammoth Mountain, won two 
downhills and a super-G at 
Lake Louise. Alberta, and took 
the sprint downhill on Wednes- 
day in Val d'Isere. “I am very 
sure on my skis right now and 
that’s why I can attack better. 
That’s my secret of the mo- 
ment,’’ she said. 

With her 34th career victo- 
ry, Seizinger broke a record she 
shared with the former Liecht- 
enstein racer, Hanni Wenzel, for 
third place on the women's ca- 
reer list. Anne-Marie Moser- 
Proll of Austria tops the all-time 
list with 62, while Switzerland's 
Vreni Schneider is second with 
55 successes. 

Seizinger will face, a tough 
test in today’s giant slalom, 
with Italy’s Debbie Compagboni 
enjoying a seven-race winning 
run in the discipline. 

Results, Digest, page 27 
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England opt for Chile 
warm-up at Wembley 




Chile will provide England's 
□ext opponents at Wembley on 
WFebnuuyin their warm-up to 
the 1998 World Cup finals in 
France. 

The Football Association 
have not yet confirmed oppo- 
nents for planned friendlies in 
March and April, but Saudi 
Arabia will visit Wembley on 23 


before the finals. 

“We’re looking to develop a 
balanced and helpful fixture list 
between now and the start of the 
World Cup and both Chile and 
Saudi Arabia have qualified 
for France 9S,” Glenn Hoddle, 
the England coach, said. “Chile 
are clearly similar in style to 


Colombia; the same can be 
said of Saudi Arabia in com- 
parison with Tunisia - and both 
Colombia and Tunisia, of 
course, figure in our group at 
the World Cup." 

Marcelo Salas, the Chilean 
striker, will not be appearing at 
Wembley as a Manchester Uni- 
ted player, however, as the 
league leaders have pulled out 
of the race to sign him, saying 
their current form does not 
warrant the need for another 
striker. 

Salas' agent, Gustavo 
Moscardi. had claimed this 
week the player was not inter- 
ested in joining United, as he is 
thought to want to move to Italy, 


NON-LEA GUE NOTE BOOK. 


Emley eager for 
East End adventure 


There" was more than just a trip 
• ":>!•' ^West-Ham riding on the final 

*Spot-kick of a gripping penalty 
i shoot-out at the McAlpine Sta- 
- ' -a dium late on Wednesday eve- 
ning. When Lincoln City’s Phil 
■ “-i Stant, a fonner professional 
’ p soldier, stepped up to face Em- 
• ' ' ley’s goalkeeper Chris Marples, 

' a former professional cricketer, 
both beer and gloty rested on 
the outcome. 

- The UniBond League side 
were 4-3 ahead in the sboot-out, 
after an enthralling FA Cup 
. v second-round replay bad pro- 

■ , duced a 3-3 scoreline following 
extra time. If Stant missed, then 
Emley, and not Lincoln, would 
. book their lucrative third-round 

ticket to Upton Park. 


TU have a pint on this with 
’ySu,” Stant said. Marples, the 
fonner Chesterfield goalkeeper 
and Derbyshire wicketkeeper, 
agreed -and promptly saved the 
penalty to seal a shoot-out 
victory for the club from the 
West Yorkshire village with a 
population of around 500. 

“It might have been bitter, 
but it was one of the sweetest 
drinks I’ve ever had,” Marples, 
who now works as a gardener, 
said. 

Marples is making a name 
for himself as a shoot-out ex- 
pert. He saved three penalties 
at the end of the first-round re- 
play against Morecambe to set 
up the tie with John Beck’s Lin- 
coln side, and added another 
two on Wednesday to make it 

spot locks saved from nine 
’attempts. “It’s not been a strong 
point of min e before,” he said. 

Marples’ heroics concluded 
a memorable night for Emley, 
who had never progressed be- 
yond the first round of the Cup 
prior to this season. They trailed 
2-0 with -just 15 minutes of 
normal time to play, but goals 
from Deniol Graham, the 


Seiiinger 
equals Kii!y> 
win record 


former Manchester United for- 
ward who is now a labourer, and 
Steve Nicholson, a fireman, 
earned the extra period. Nichol- 
son scored again, from the spot 
but a late equaliser from Lin- 
coln led to the shoot-out. 

Marples, who has also kepi 
goal for York and Stockport has 
appeared at top- flight grounds 
before, but the same does nol 
apply to all his team-mates. “It's 
great for them because a lot of 
them have not even played at 
League grounds before, so to go 
to a Premiership club is just fan- 
tastic,” he said. 

Emley hope to make at least 
£100,000 from the third-round fie 
at West Ham on 3 January - 
funds they need to secure their 
future. They will be able to bring 
their Welfare Ground, which 
has a capacity of just 3,000, up 
to GM Vhuxhall standard. 

The journey to Upton Park 
will be a special one for Emley's 
secretary Richard Poulain, who 
retired as a Football League 
referee at the end of last season. 
He supported the Hammers as 
a child and bad trials with the 
London club as a teenager. 

Emley’s manager, the former 
Par-tick Thistle, Celtic and 
Barnsley midfielder Ronnie 
Glavin, said; “Every big game 
you play in, every trophy you 
win. they've all got iheir own 
special memories. 

“This is the same, this is a 
special memory as well and 
you just want to enjoy it. Bui it 
ranks right op there with every- 
thing else I've achieved - and 
it’s certainty the best feeling I’ve 
had as a manager. 

"We go to West Ham with 
nothing to lose," Glavin added. 
“The expectancy of everyone in 
Britain will be very low, but we 
will go and enjoy ourselves and 
give it our best shot.” 

- Rupert Metcalf 


with Parma being his likely 
destination. 

Everton have denied that 
Gary Speed will be moving to 
Newcastle, despite repons 
Unking him with a £5m swap 
deal involving Darren Peacock 
after a £3 .5m bid from St James' 
Park feU through last week. 

An Everton spokesman said 
last night: “It is absolute non- 
sense. Gary is definitety not 
involved in any talks with 
Newcastle.” 

Speed will captain Everton 
at Leicester tomorrow, aiming 
to end his side's unenviable 
record of having gone a full year 
without an away Premiership 
victory, the last one coming at 
Derby on 16 December last 
year. 

Sheffield Wednesday are 
hopeful that they will be able 10 
resurrect the deal to bring the 
Macedonian international Goce 
Sedloski to Hillsborough after 
his transfer was halted by a 
problem with a medical. 

George Boateng, the Dutch 
Under-21 midfielder, has signed 
for Coventry City in a £250,000 
move from Feyenoord and goes 
straight into the side against 
Liverpool al Anfield tomorrow. 

"'We consider this a very 
good piece of business,” Gordon 
Strachan, the Coventry manager, 
said. "7b get him for that price 
was a steal. We scraped the 
barrel to do this deaL if 1 want 
to bring any more players here 
1 must wheel and deaL” 

Meanwhile, the Coventry 
captain Gary McAllister will be 
out of action for seven weeks 
after keyhole surgery revealed 
a tom cartilage. 

Arsenal have given their 37- 
year-old goalkeeper John Luldc 
a free transfer after losing his 
place as David Seaman’s deputy 
to Austrian Under-21 keeper 
Alex Manninger. 

Rangers have finally found 
their own permanent training 
ground at Balgray in Glasgow’s 
west end. The Scottish cham- 
pions have agreed Lerms with 
Kelvinside Academy War 
Memorial Trust to buy the 
school’s 10-acre training ground. 

- Catherine Riley 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


£ 5,000 


The amount each of Scot- 
land^ 40 league dubs are 
to get from the Scottish 
League as a “cold weather 
payment". The financial 
support is to help the dubs 
through the winter, when 
games may be postponed 
due to bad weather. 
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^aker-Finch’s game still in a hole 


Ian Baker-Finch, the former 
Open champion, said he would 
continue working on his game 
despite disqualifying himself 
from the Coolum Classic tour- 
nament in New South 'Wales 
yesterday. 

Baker-Finch was six over 


par after eight holes when he hit 
two successive tee-shots into the 
water on the 18th hole. 

The 1991 Open winner said 
his game was not yet ready to 
stand up to professional tour- 
nament play. But he said be is 
going to not retire. 


The 37-year-old Australian 
later criticised the press. “Why 
do you guys have to lake pictures 
and have quotes." he said “Why 
write about someone who's not 
playing well? People are sick of 
hearing what I had they want to 
know what the good scores are.” 
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Nick Skelton, on Virtual Village Showtime, speeds his way to victory in the Petplan Christmas Candle Stakes at the Olympia Show Jumping 
Championships yesterday Photograph; David Ashdown 


Skelton makes right moves with Showtime 


Nick Skelton had put the tur- 
moil of moving house behind 
him yesterday, when he rode 
a whirlwind clear round on 
Virtual Village Showtime 10 
win the Petplan Christmas 
Candle Stakes on the opening 
day of the Olympia Show 
Jumping Championships. 

Skelton moved his home 
and the yard where he keeps his 
horses earlier this month. He 
remains in the Warwickshire 
village of Lowsonford and is 
now a neighbour of Robert 
Smith, who also recently moved 
to a new house and siablcs. 


According to Skelton, the 
mare Showtime has not been 
the same since competing in 
the Atlanta Olympics last year. 
The 13-year-old did win a 
class in Toronto in early No- 
vember, but has since been out 
in the field recovering from 
anaemia and a viral infection. 

“I brought her in a couple 
of days ago,” Skelton said of 
the mare, who did not re- 
motely resemble an invalid 
yesterday. Showtime was fast 
and clear, defeating Jewel’s 
ldaern (the mount of Dutch- 
man Piet Ravmakers) by a 


comfortable 3 31 sec. Ludger 
Beerbaum, the German Euro- 
pean Champion, filled third 
place on Sprebe Rush On. 

John Whitaker had made a 
good start to this annual pre- 
Christmas meeting when win- 
ning the opening class, the 
Petplan Family Pairs Relay, in 
partnership with his 17-year- 
old daughter, Louise. 

They defeated the sisters 
Michelle Lipman and An- 
nette Lewis, with two more 
Whitakers (John’s brother, 
Michael, and 14-year-old son. 
Robert) in third place. 


“Louise won it for us,” 
John Whitaker said after his 
shared victory. No one watch- 
ing the contest would have dis- 
agreed with him. for the 
daughter (who is Britain’s 
reigning national women’s 
champion) flew round the 
course on Deep Heat. 

John Whitaker still has 
sore ribs as the result of a fall 
with Virtual Village Welham 
in Berlin last month. He also 
broke the index finger of his 
left hand when Wefham trod 
on it while struggling to regain 
his feet, but the Yorfcsfureman 


has not allowed such problems 
to keep him out of the saddle. 

Guy Goo sen. who had ac- 
cepted a late invitation to ride 
Sagrat here in tonight’s UPS 
Christmas Puissance, has been 
forced to withdraw. The horse 
is suffering from an infection 
in his left hind foot. 

OLYMPIA SHOW JUMPING CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS : Petplan Ctvwtmaa Candle 
Stakes 1 Virtual VCage Shwvtsne (N SJ<e*- 
ton, GB) clear. 43.75sec, 2 Jewel's kteem 
<P Rayrnaicers. Nath) dear. snZ: 35p rahe 
ftah On (L Beertauu Get) oeas. 4KTT. Pet- 
plan Family Pairs Relay: 1 Virtual vlage 
Deep Heat iL Whitaker) and Virtual Village 


Rand (J Wtstakeri 62-70$ec; 2 Inzera (M 
Lipman) and Gold Horizon [A Lewis) 6423; 


Lipman) and Gold Honzon |A Lews) 6423; 
3 Foreiw Katie (RWhi3*ver) and Virtual Vil- 
lage Elton (M Whitaker) 6842. 

- Genevieve Murphy 


MOTOR RACING 


Stewart announces new sponsors - but does not rule out tobacco in future 


Jackie Stewart put somebody 
rise's money where his mouth 
is yestenlay « hen he announced 
dea b, with two new spt insors for 
his Formula One team. 

The three-times former 
world champion was chal- 
lenged earlier this month to 
prove his Stewart -Ford team 
had the financial resources to 
complete next season, a move 
seen as retaliate »n against com- 
ments he had made on the con- 
tentious issue of tobacco 


money in grand prix raring. Yet 
tar front cowering in embar- 
rassment, Stewart countered by 
informing FLA he would have 
the budget, even though, ac- 
cording to the governing body's 
rules, they were not entitled to 
demand such assurances. 

Stewart delighted in making 
a show of introducing the Lear 
Corporation, one of the 
worlds leading suppliers of au- 
tomotive interior systems, and 
MCI. the telecommunications 


concern, as his latest long- 
term partners. 

He said: "We welcome both 
the dming and the length of their 
commitment to what we are try- 
ing to achieve. Their partner- 
ships are indicative of our 
growth as we enter our second 
championship year. We thank 
them for their confidence.” 

Stewart also revealed that 
tobacco companies have 
approached him to set up spon- 
sorship deals, despite plans to 


phase out cigarette involve- 
ment. His was one of the few 
teams on the grid without any 
form of tobacco backing last 
year, but he has not discounted 
involvement in the future. “You 
cannot rule out an industry of 
that size,” he said. 

“We started off without a to- 
bacco association, because two 
of our major partners asked us 
to. Recently, we have been 
approached by quite a few to- 
bacco companies interested in 


coming along with us. The 
problem we have is that any to- 
bacco company wants to have 
a dominant position on the car, 
but a lot of our key areas are 
already filled. 

“Economically, we are totally 
stable with partners and spon- 
sors and we have not had to go 
to the tobacco industry. huL even 
though we chose not lo walk that 
road, it doesn't rule out it as a 
possibility for the future.” 

- Derick Alfcop 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Athletics 


ZATOPEK CLASSIC (Melbaunw) 10,000m: 1 
L Kpt-OSOcn (K£T1| tftrwi 2344s«C. 2 J KlptOO 
I ten I 27 '300* 3 n JoOnsion INZ) 28 -07^0 


NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ffadura 
changes: Tub 13 Joe FMBrtxwueli v Doreasto 
OrornSJan) Tuma37 JaK Swansea QtyvDar- 
htglun l'from3 Jan;. Fri 13 FttE Cambridge Utd 
v Uncoln CHy (Tran J4 FafiJ. Son 22 F«b: Srm- 
Ingham v Sheffield Utd (JnxB 21 Fwb) Wed 25 
Fab: BrrT*gham v Bury faun 24 Feb). Stm I 
Uar NcxwTgham Fores! v WddasbrouQh (tom 
2fl Feb) 


Football 


?yjur.at ct ares 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Fulham v Burnley |7 45) — 

Oldham v Walsall (7 «5) 

Southend v York fT.45) 

THIRD DIVISION 

Colchester v Cheater (7.45) 

Doncaster v Rolhwtiam 

Scarborough v Barnet — ........ 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Stevenage v Cheltenham 17.45) . — 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: fT?war:s 
ft Lloyds Corov » Eynescm 
WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Fust 
Division: Kytfie v Foo-estohe. 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Thud 
round: Soutnairion v Ncitmgfiam F>a • 


Basketball 

NBA. irid&na a? Ne* von- 80. Boston 88 
Tcioruo 8 3 utasnrwon 88 Mam W. Atlanta 94 
Ci«..-sarw to vroriotie 99 90. New 

jenev S» Dace W Kfnrtesm W fWacJefcfiH 
SC- Cr^agi: TOtLAL.ikersto. San Anlttnose 
van«Mk«r S7 





FA CUP Third round: Fbttura change: Sun 4 
Jan: Hsrelord v Tranmere (t mm 3 Jam. 


Hockey 


Boxing 

Fein Bwalya. the 6gfit-wetterweight 
champion from Zambia, remained n 
a coma yesterday, four days after win- 
ning the Commonwealth mJe from the 
Enron Paul Burke in a controversial 
deosior n Lusaka 


HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Of IRE 
LAND Premier Division Drogheda - 


unirerirtv College Dut*n “45i Si 
Panel's Aimers: * Com Oty <745i Snei- 
boume </ Fm n Harjc. “45i 


Cricket 

Saqlan Mushtaq. the 21 -year-old Pak- 
istan off-spnner. has signed a new 
contraci to continue as Surrey’s over- 
seas player next summer. 

INDIA SOUAD (for one-day senes against Sri 
Lsnfca. 23 Dec. Gumhati. 25 Dec. Indore, 28 



Rugby League 

OkJham yesterday lodged an official 
protest with the Rugby Football 
League over their omission from the 
Sib Cut Challenge Cup. The League 
say Oldham were not in existence 
when the arrangements tor the cup 
were made. The old club went Into liq- 
uidation to October and the new one 
was not admitted to the RFL as as- 
sociate members urtli 3 December. 


Cricket 

CHAMPIONS' TROPHY Final (One-day 
mslcbj Sharjotx c'wbf'd v LYesJ tndes 
laacamt 

TOUH MATCH (Final day ot thraal Port 
EBzmwth; Soum Amcan t-n-aonis « Eng- 
land Uide *-0 iSOami 


Dee. Goa): S R TenaJ-w (es»il S C lianouly. 
NSSetu MAdwuatn AD Jcflqa VVS La/- 


■nan H h Kjmttar S V Batutue N R MonQla 
- wvL j 'inram. R k Cnauhan. H 5 Soar* B D 


liil 


Rugby Union 

Rob Fidter. the England A and 
Gloucester lock, Is expected to miss 
his dub's next two Afied Premiership 
games and their Tetley Cup clash be- 
cause of a stretched knee IgamenL 


i«Mj J Snram R h Cnwiw H S Soo« 
Moiard v R Singh 


Boxing 

PROFESSIONAL PROMOTION (Lon- 
don Arena. Docklands)- WBC supei- 

mlddlirwetgM championship: Ft nmj 
fRurwom. ncuari v T Matoga iSA. 
WBO IkMil-mlddlewelght champi- 
onship- m VJifjn 1US1 * A Doason ite- 


WBO bantamweight 
championship: R Rmjan (’-Mai nrweri 
v J jute tCOi Vacant WBO super-team- 


Football 

The United States <mB bsgto Us World 
Cup preparation schedule with a 
match agWist Sweden m Orlando on 
34 January 

The a'pnenced Ardne wnget Alan 
Lawrence has moved to Pam* Th«- 
ile vi an exchange deal that lakes the 
defender David Farrell in the opposite 
direction 


Ice hockey 

NH14 NY Rangers 4 Florida 2; NY Wanders 
4 Buhab D; Tatrpa Bay S Boston 0: Colorado 
2 Detroit 3 foB: Edmont on 0 Chicago D (»); 
Vancouver 5 Phoanbi 1 : Tbrento 6 Anaheim 
Z 


Skiing 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Val d’laera. Fr) 
Women's wmor-G: t K Sabinti* (Gert win 
07D95OC. 2 RG01ECM (Aut) 1.031; 3 H Gera 
(Ger) 1OT54; 4 S Sctus» (Autj 1.0757. 5 M 
Dorineteiar tAutj l SIKostnee (UI JCT55. 
7 B Mariki (it) 1.d7BS,8MErtl (Ger) 1 35737; 9= 
C Rey Batel (Swill. A Atossritzer lAull 1.0758 


COOLUM GOLF CLASSIC (Aus) LeatBng 
first-round scores (Aua unless statsd): 68 
L Porsona B9 R Byrd (US). W Smith. P Slow- 
an i US) 70 C Parry. R Wfc, R AMnby 71 P 
Lonard. D BaoU W Grady. P Dwanport fffiq. 


Olympic Games 
Work has been stopped on part of the 
main Olympic stadium to Sydney 
where a fares® section ot roof trusses 
weighing 65 metric tons collapsed on 
Saturday. Three men were saved 
from being crushed by a cherry- 
picker whtah held the beams up 


Tennis 



erwelghi championship: B Jones 
iCanini u w PaB.no (C-ofj Vacant WBO 
s aa wwe l ght championMup. M Camwei 
(Ehhami « E Jam* iPtVi Vacant Euro- 
paan bantamweight championship; D 
Franco lEagaicjsioe;- v F Sen-3 iFn Va- 


IT’S A ROLLOVER! 


cant British SgfiHmrfdlawWgftt ctiam- 
pioiuMp: E errtinam iTAancrvaw- 1 v N 
Thurom >iilon]i 


Draw date: J.7/ 12/97. The winning numbers: 17, 33, 36, 43, 46, 49. Bonus number: 7. 
Total Sales; £28.817,093. Prize Fund: £12.967,691 (45% of ticket sales;. 


Basketball 

BUDWEISER LEAGUE: U*ncm>sn> « 
Crystal tVac* (TMi ThamM valev - 
Grexer Lcn-jcr- tSOi . Atn 

&0 ~Xn 


Match & tJacHpot) 


Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM. Olvfflffei iman'6- 
she* /u'Ticm£ rfttmpi-.iirjriS 
cKfir-satgrun ryv-rro* 3 - Lc* 1 d:ni 
POOL: Uos-~iri C-jp iB^hnal Gwen 

Lenx*-ti 

SPEED SKATING: S'-Win Chamti- 
onsfiCK i<Vj43IE*<I- 


Match 5 plus bonus ball 

7 

Match 5 

333 

Match 4 

18.407 


Match 3 

368.702 


TOTALS 

3B7.449 



_ - £4.825.949 

£212.129 £1.484. &03 

£2,786 £927.738 

£11Q £2,024,770 

£10 £3.687.020 

£12.950,380 

Breakage (pnset raunaed down in rwarwr £J|- £17 31 1 


BBireflar the national lottery- 

I in* oveni ol ar-» disrrenwicv in the atom*, the data contained In C Jraalo: central computer system ghjn pratfall. 
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Naseem Hamed puts in some last-minute training before his world title bout with Kevin Kelley in New York early on Saturday morning 


Prince poised to fulfil his American dream 


If Naseem Hamed is as 
good as he thinks he is, 
he will beat Kevin Kelley 
tonight and become the 
most famous British 
boxer in America for 
more than a generation. 

Harry Mullan in New 
York expects him to do 
both. 


Back in 1995, when I was editing 
the sport's trade paper Boxing 
News I was summoned from 
lunch to the office by a recep- 
tionist, a lady who did not ap- 
prove of the ways of boxers (or 
journalists). “There’s somebody 
waiting for you who says he is 
the world's greatest feather- 
weight," she said struggling to 
keep the disdain horn her voice. 

The visitor was not, as might 
be supposed, Naseem Hamed 
but Kevin Kelley, the New 
Yorker against whom Hamed de- 
fends his World Boxing Organ- 
isation title tonight in Madison 
Square Garden. It is a measure 
of how their fortunes have 
changed in the meantime that 
Hamed, then, would not have 
dreamt of challenging Kelley's 
right to that self-bestowed 
superlative, while Kelley now 
would have to concede the 
Prince’s entitlement to the label. 


Hamed. at 23. stands on the 
edge of greatness while Kelley, 
at 30, contemplates a past which 
□ever delivered as much as it 
promised- and a future which 
is likely to be bleaker by Sat- 
urday morning. 

This is a moment of genuine 
significance for British boxing. 
It looks increasingly that Hamed 
really is as good as he believes 
hims elf to be, in which case he 
is poised to make the biggest im- 
pression on an American audi- 
ence by anyone from these parts 
since the days, more than 25 
years ago, when Scotland's Ken 
Buchanan was King of The 
Garden. Buchanan entranced 
New York with a succession of 
dazzling performances here in 
the early 1970s, making such an 
impression that he was voted 
Fighter of the Year by the 
American boxing writers in 
1971. Since that was also the year 
when Joe Frazier beat Muham- 
mad Ali in the Garden, Bucha- 
nan's achievement was 
enormous. 

Hamed, though, is unlikely 
to feel bowed by the weight of 
history. His is a narrow world, 
focused on himself and his own 
future. Such self-absorption 
might be unhealthy and even 
objectionable in a Layman, but 
for a fighter it is a positive asset. 
He is already wealthy enough 
never to need to box again, but 


has always been driven by his 
ego rather than financial im- 
peratives. He has created a 
whole new market for boxing in 
Britain, a young crowd who 
would never have dreamt of 
paying to watch Frank Bruno 
but have been drawn to the 
sport by Hamed's extravagant 
showmanship and unabashed 
exaltation in his own prowess. 
Now he has outgrown dial mar- 
ket, and looks to conquer 
America. 

His brand of brashness does 
not sitwell with American fans, 
who prefer their heroes to be - 
at least for public consumption 
- quiet and modest boys who 
love their mom and many their 
high school sweetheart. Selling 
Hamed has been a challenge for 
promoter Frank Warren, who 
spent $750,000 (£450,000) on 
hiring the Garden, and for 
Home Bax Office, the TV com- 
pany who have signed the Eng- 
lishman to a $12m (£7.2m) 
six-fight deal and invested al- 
most $2m (£1.2m) on an ad- 
vertising blitz to introduce him 
to New Yorkers. 

The success of the operation 
will be determined not by the 
attendance tonight, which is 
likely to be around half the Gar- 
den's 20,000 capacity, but by the 
figures for his next American 
appearance and specifically the 
take-up for the pay-per-view 


transmission. HBO have 
gambled hugely on his potential, 
while Whrren has played his pari 
by producing exactly the right 
opponent to make the gamble 
pay off. 

Kelley could have been de- 
signed by computer to be 
Hamed's ideal opponent. The 
30-year-old, home-loving father 
of four has a lifestyle far re- 
moved from Hamed's recre- 
ational pursuits, which centre 
around flash cars and night- 
clubs, and while retaining a 
healthy respect for his own 
abilities, he is no longer the 
chest-thumper he was in his 
prime. 

He was World Boxing Coun- 
cil champion (a more presti- 
gious title then than the 
WBO's) for almost two years, 
and his record of 47 wins and 
two draws in 50 fights is im- 
pressive. The solitary loss cost 
him the WBC belt, when he ab- 
sorbed a bad beating from the 
Mexican Alejandro Gonzalez, 
but he has come back well and 
scored stylish wins in his two 
previous fights this year. He is 
a crowd pleaser, never afraid to 
lake blows in order to land his 
own. but that is a suicidal 
strategy against Hamed. 

The Sheffield southpaw is 
the hardest punching feather- 
weight of recent years, and the 
power is enhanced by the 


unorthodnxy of his delivery. 
He can land idling blows from 
the most improbable angles 
and positions, and ai limes 
seems to defy the law of gravity 
as easily as he flouts the hoary- 
old boxing conventions like 
never pulling back from 
punches with your chin in the 
air. or never dropping your 
hands within your opponents 
punching range. Hamed does it 
all with bewildering speed and 
an unshakeable self-belief 
which has survived potentially 
embarrassing moments in de- 
fences against Daniel Alesia and 
Manuel Medina. 

He won and then relin- 
quished the International Box- 
ing Federation version of the 
title, and is very much the “flag- 
ship" fighter of the WBO. His 
success, and his loyalty to the 
organisation, has had beneficial 
results for British fighters - so 
many of them have contested 
WBO titles in the past two 
years that cynics might suggest 
the initials stand for Warren’s 
Boxing Organisation - but 
whatever belt he holds, Hamed 
is beyond challenge as the best 
at the weight. 

He should dispose of Kelley 
within four rounds, although the 
American's courage and con- 
siderable hitting power could 
make it an explosively exciting 
affair while it lasts. After that. 
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Pleat’s credentials 
impress Gross 




Women finally 
achieve parity with 
male counterparts 


Pete Davies 
reports from Nagpur 
England 95 
Australia 96-2 
AustraBa win by ejght wickets 


Photograph: Teddy Blackbum/AP 


Las Vegas is surely the nest stop. 
The Prince and the city were 
made for each other, and it was 
only Warren's difficult rela- 
tionship with his former partner 
Don King which stopped 
Hamed making his debut there 
at least a year ago. 

King wanted a degree of con- 
trol which Warren was not pre- 
pared to relinquish, hence King’s 
unwillingness to match Hamed 
in the unification fights with the 
rival champions under his wing, 

Warren's lucrative alliance 
with HBO has sidelined King, 
and so long as Hamed contin- 
ues to deliver viewer-pulling 
performances it may have 
changed the whole power base 
in the sport Warren no longer 
needs King to deliver opponents 
when there are HBO fighters 
readily available. Junior Jones, 
a loquacious and gifted New 
Yorker who defends his WBO 
super-bantamweight title on 
tonight’s show, could be the next 
in line for a fighter with a new 
world to conquer. 


Played four, won four - and 
then there was Australia. In 
the handsome VCA Stadium 
yesterday, England were 
handed the sharpest posable 
lesson in just how good a 
women’s cricket t eam can be. 
Comprehensively outplayed 
by 1 1 quick and agile athletes, 
they r ^ ,n not now be in any 
doubt about bow big a chal- 
lenge they face to retain then- 
world title. 

The field was immaculate; 
the wicket had been pre- 
pared for the recent India-Sri 
Lanka men’s Test. It was 
flat, grassless and quick, but 
Catherine Fitzpatrick was 
quicker. 

When Australia's opening 
bowler told reporters she 
could send it down at 75mph, 
eyebrows were raised, but 
from her first ball it was all 
too plain she could. Her first 
two oveis were maidens, and 
Charlotte Edwards was clean 
bowled for nought in her 
third. 

Of England's vaunted bat- 
ting line-up, few made much 
headway. At No 3 Barbara 
Daniels worked hard for 23 
and at No 4 Sue Metcalfe 
grafted for her 14, but the run 
rate was painfully slow, and 
was stifled utterly when leg- 
spinner Olivia Magno went to 
work. A silly run out and 
some rank bad shots looked 
likely to leave England with a 
truly woeful total, before Clare 
Connor and Melissa Reynard 
stuck in for 10 overs. 

When Fitzpatrick came 
bade she smashed Connor's 
stumps with her first baft, and 
Connors assessment of her fall 
was refreshing honest “I 
bottled it" Reynard, coming 
in at No 8, was England’s best 
bat, but she holed out to mid- 
off with two balls of the inning 
left, and England were all 
out for 95. 

Australia cruised past that 
total inside 28 overs. Captain 
Belinda dark oozed confi- 
dence and control. When Rey- 
nard tricked her with a slower 
ball that she lobbed up for 
Jane Brittin at cover, Michelle 
Goszko took over, and looked 
similarly untroubled. 


It was, in short, an all-too 
familiar story of what 
happens jacricketwheu Eng- - 
land play Australia. In Eng- 
land’s defence, their previous 
three games have been no 
kind of preparation for 
opponents of this ability, and 
on another day they dan play 
pace like Fitzpatricks; 

All I he same, travelling to 
Nagpur together and staying 
in the same hotel od Wednes- 
day night, there was a pal- 
pable tension between the 
two sides, and whatever they 
might say to the contrary, 
England played as if they had 
built Australia up as some- 
thing formidable in their 
minds. 

Come the game, the old 
enemy took ruthless advan- 
tage. In a one-day game, 
they set Tfest match fields with 
two slips and a gully, a silly 
point or a short leg or both. 
Too many English women 
were psyched out by an 
aggressive fielding ontfft 
more than willing to stare 
them down. 

It was, at least, only a 

group game -so the question 

is, will it happen again? 
Karen Smithies said: “We 
didn't apply ourselves batting. 
We knew after the last three 
games the step up in class 
would be difficult, and we 
needed someone to be 
watchfuL which no one really 
was. But I still think we can 
counter them. We just have 
to learn from today.”-, 

England are a talented 
and big-hearted squad who 
can certainly play better than 
yesterday. They will now need 
to lift themselves before they 
go to Chandigarh for a quar- 
ter-final against the Nether- 
lands or Sri Tanka on Sunday. 

Engtend won toss 
ENGLAND 

C Edwaids b Fitzpatrick -.4) 

J Brittin b Mason - .7 

B Dentate c Catvw b Magno S3 

S MetcoKd c and b Magno vt 

tJ Cassar iwi out 1 

*K Srtthtes b Magno 2 

K Lang bar b Magno -.0 

M Reynold c Ration b Fitzpatrick . ...S3 

C Connor b Fitzpatrick .1 

S Bedlam run out - 2 

C Taytor notout....... - 0 

Extras (05 fc4 w0) — 22 

Total (404 ovora) -93 

Fat 1-4 2-30 3-39 4-45 5-M 6-58 7-69 
B-ik 9-85. 

Bowing: Fitzpatrick 84-3-25-3; Cfltver 


63-11-0; Mason *>3- 22-1: Fahey 10-3-13-0; 
Magno 9-S-XW; Ratal 3-1-frtt 


Magno 9-5-10-4: Ratal 3-1-SU 
AUSTRALIA 

*B Ctaxk c Brlttn b Reynold ~40 

J Bnsndwnt c Cassar b Tbytor i 

M Goszko not out 51 

K Rotten not out 4 

Tbtal (lor 2,275 overs) — 90 

FW: 1-32-68 

□Id not bob M Janes, B Cafvet J Price, 
O Magno, A Fahey: C Fitzpatrick. C 
Mason. 

Bowling: Taylor B-i-20-1; Smithies 
95-1-84-0; Ffeynard 6-0-28-1; Lang 
3-0-16-0. 

Umpires: Sunns Phadkar and DKKaz. 
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ACROSS 22 

7 Do exhilarating sport, 

though kit wears out? (5- 24 
3) 25 

9 Countryman's urge to 
embrace old mother (6) 

10 I learn classical dance (5) 

11 Books on the twenties 
typically showing lack of l 
moral vigour (S) 

12 Demand investigation? 

( 6 . 8 ) 2 

15 All the characters in- 
volved must be vicious (6) 

16 District you'll sec bus go- 3 
ing round, being 
originally outside city? (6) 

18 Oops gathered in here? 4 

DM) 

20 Gulf state where Fla na- 
gan wears a religious garb 5 
mostly (3, 5) 


Indian native, sinuous in 
firm undergarment? (5) 
Fail to till arable land (6) 
Book about French resort 
almost apt to result in 
eruption? (8) 


Corporation, one fea- 
tured in a satirical maga- 
zine (6) 

Frisky norse champing 
bits of tack takes tne bis- 


DOWN 

Something to hold on to 
when hammering hard 
nafl (8) 

Smaller quantity con- 

r by the French ship 

Conundrum you’ll see 
theologian get angry 
about? (6) 

Reportedly decline to co- 
ordinate soundtrack with 
picture? (4) 

Duster for one’s personal 
use? (6-4) 


cult (9) 
Kocfael: 


13 Kocfael muttered angrily 
about large instrument 

m 

14 Peer carrying one case 


appears suspicious (9) 
Drin kins' establishmen 


17 Drinking establishment 
with lawyers in charge is 
uncivilised (S) 

18 Blue neck tie originally 


wom by arts graduate (6) 

19 Steal article that is very 
cherished? (6) 

21 Long service, intrinsically 
hard(4l 

23 \fenerable churchman 
said part of rosary (4) 


David Pleat's chances of re- 
turning to White Hart Lane 
have increased significantly 
following a long telephone con- 
versation between the former 
Tottenham manager and the 
current holder of that position, 
the recently appointed Christ- 
ian Gross. 

Gross confirmed yesterday 
that he had had a two-and-a- 
half-hour phone conversation 
with Pleat, who was recently 
sacked by Sheffield Wednesday. 
Pleat is the favourite to be 
made Tottenham's director of 
football, an appointment that 
would allow Gross to concen- 
trate on the day-to-day running 
of the dub. 

“He loves soccer," Gross 
said of Pleat “It was interest- 
ing to talk to him about soccer, 
but no decision has been taken. 
Alan Sugar [the Spurs chair- 
man] has already said he needs 
someone in this position, but the 
responsibilities are strictly sep- 
arated. Maybe David Pleat will 
be that man. maybe not, 

“Over the last 24 years he has 


been on the pitch as a manager, 
and it's not easy to slop after 24 
years in this profession. It's not 
easy to be on the other side. But 
David knows English soccer and 
English players very well." 

There will be no decision 
until after Christmas and, al- 
though Gross insists he would 
still be responsible for negoti- 
ating with players, he admits 
that scouting is an area that 
needs attention. 

Gross had hoped to bring 
Andy Hinchcliffc to Spurs to 
shore up a defence that has con- 
ceded 10 goals in the last two 
games and 32 overall. But a 
player-swap deal for the Evcr- 
tnn full-back has fallen through, 
because of injuries to two of the 
three players Howard Kendall 
was interested in. Kendall 
wanted to swap Hinchcliffe for 
cither Les Ferdinand, Steffen 
ivensen or Chris Armstrong but 
with the latter two injured and 
Ferdinand not for sale, the deal 
has been shelved. 

England to take on Chile, 
page 27 
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